
HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Harting Parish Council in the Community Hall, 

South Harting on Thursday 19 March 2020 at 7.30pm.  

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

AGENDA 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Jeff Ace, Chair of Governors at Harting Primary School – Jeff Ace will speak about the Governance 

modifications at Harting Primary School. There will be an opportunity to ask questions.  

4. Minutes – to approve the Minutes of Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 February 2020 

5. Questions from the Public – a maximum of 10 minutes will be allowed for this section of the meeting. 

6. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

7. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

8. Emergency Plan (see supporting document for briefing note) 
 The following recommendations are made: 

i. to agree the Emergency Plan  
ii.  to immediately activate the plan with the appointment of a PCEG (Parish Council Emergency Group) 

as outlined in the Emergency Plan 
iii.  to agree a date for a first meeting of the PCEG to address planning requirements and residents’ 

concerns about the coronavirus. 
iv. to agree a contingency sum of £1,000 that the PCEG can use at its discretion to enact the Emergency 

Plan 
9. Tree Update (see supporting document for briefing note) 

The following recommendations are made: 
i. To note the report and the Woodland Restoration Planting Scheme & Budget for The Warren, March 

2020 (PS&B)  
ii. To consider the different options presented in the latter, and, in light of problems with other tree 

protection methods and the offer of a grant from the Tree Council based on Option E, to agree to take 
forward Option E which is based on using deer fencing and some volunteer planting   

iii. To agree that the Council’s Woodland & Tree Sub-Committee (WTSC) finalises the costings for Option 
E and submits them to the Tree Council  

iv. To agree that any unforeseen additional costs associated with Option E, which are unlikely to be 
covered by the Tree Council but are considered necessary by the WTSC, can be funded from the 
revenue from the timber sales which has been ring-fenced for the Warren restoration work  

v. To agree that the WTSC looks into any non-financial aspects of Option E, such as the need for planning 
permission  

vi. If the Council rejects recommendation ii, to agree one of the other Options in the PS&B and how it 
could be funded  

vii. To appoint a councillor to bring a proposal to the April Council meeting on the best ways to involve the 
community in the restoration plans and subsequently to co-ordinate the agreed approach, including 
publicity.   
Note: Recommendations iii – v are contingent on the Council agreeing to recommendation ii. 
Recommendation vi is contingent on the Council rejecting recommendation ii.  
 
 

 



10. Wheelie bin speed stickers (see supporting document for briefing note) 
The following recommendations are made: 

i. that the Council agree to promote a campaign for residents to use 30mph wheelie bin stickers 
ii. that the Council agree to the purchase of 500 30mph wheelie bin stickers at a cost of £279.50 

11. Harting Festivities (see supporting document for briefing note) 
The following recommendation is made: 
To note the report 

12. VE75 (Victory in Europe 75 years) (see supporting document for briefing note) 
The following recommendations are made: 

i. that subject to the coronavirus situation and advice provided by Public Health England (PHE) a 
community picnic and tree planting is held in South Gardens during the afternoon of Friday 8 
May 2020 

ii. to agree that an event notification and grant request up to a value of £250 to CDC in respect of 
VE75 

iii. to agree the clerk will draw together a team to organise the event 
 

13. Finance                                               

13.1. To approve expenditure for March 2020 

Trish Walker Clerk and RFO salary  911.50  

HMRC Tax and NI contributions  121.80  

Mr A Shaxson Cement for lifebelt post  32.21  

Harting Congregational Church Hall rental 2019/20  70.00  

Harting PCC Law Room rental 2019/20  45.00  

Trish Walker Clerks expenses  174.85  

SSALC Ltd Councillor training  84.00  

 

13.2. To note income for March 2020 –    

Donation – goal nets   38.30 

13.3. To note that the bank reconciliations for February 2020 have been scrutinised and signed 

by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the Chairman of the 

Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations 

13.4. To note the bank balance as of 29 February 2020 – £44,733.40 

13.5. To note the budget statement for February 2020 

 

14. Planning – To note the minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 20 February 2020 

15. Finance- To note the minutes (to follow) of the Finance Meeting held on 3 March 2020 

and the following recommendations are made: 

i. to note that the Finance Committee have reviewed the  budget statement and no virements are 
required 

ii. to note that the Finance Committee have carried out an audit of the Council assets to be reported 
in the annual accounts for 2019/20. 

iii. to note that the Finance Committee have reviewed the Internal Control Review 
iv. that any tree related income will be ring fenced 

16. Health and safety update – There have been no recorded incidents in the last 6 months. 

17. Correspondence – None  

18. Clerks report – (attached) 
19. Items for future meetings –  Plan for the Parish in the event of a death in Royal Family 
20. Date of next meeting – Council Meeting 16 April 2020 at 7.30pm.  

 
Please see Harting Parish Council website for details contained in the Supporting Document 



 
Supporting Reports  

Harting Parish Council 19 March 2020  
 

Agenda Item 8 – Emergency Plan  
 
The Emergency Plan has been developed over a period of months by the Aims and Objectives Advisory Committee 
(AOAC), and is now presented to the Council for agreement.  
There are still gaps for contact details which will be populated as soon as possible.  
It is important to activate this Plan as soon as possible given the coronavirus pandemic.  
Two councillors attended an Emergency Training seminar and as a result WSCC are providing a kit of emergency 
equipment free of charge. The kit is expected to arrive in the next two weeks, but the contents are unknown. It is 
likely that further equipment may be needed.  
The community will need to be alerted to the Emergency Plan so there may be some costs associated with some 
leafletting or other methods of communication.  
For the above reasons the AOAC is asking for a contingency sum of £1,000.   
 
 The following recommendations are made: 

i. To agree the Emergency Plan  
ii.  to immediately activate the plan with the appointment of a PCEG (Parish Council Emergency Group) as outlined 

in the Emergency Plan 
iii.  to agree a date for a first meeting of the PCEG to address planning requirements and residents’ concerns about 

the coronavirus. 
iv. to agree a contingency sum of £1,000 that the PCEG can use at its discretion to enact the Emergency Plan 

 
Agenda Item 9 - Tree Update  
 
This briefing note should be read in conjunction with the attached Woodland Restoration Planting Scheme & Budget 
for The Warren, March 2020 (PS&B).  
The budget aspect of the PS&B was to have formed the Council’s bid for a Tree Health Grant from the Forestry 
Commission. The Council’s Woodland and Tree Sub-Committee (WTSC) had previously been given the strong 
impression that a grant of about 75% of the cost of the requisite planting would be available, however, as can be 
seen from the PS&B, this has proved not to be the case.   
At the Council’s February meeting, the report on the planting event organised by the Tree Council noted that officers 
from the various organisations represented, including DEFRA, Forestry Commission, the SDNPA and Network Rail, 
had offered future practical and advisory help.  The Tree Council subsequently asked the WTSC to provide a costed 
proposal for replanting the Warren. Working with the WTSC, Petra Billings finalised the PS&B, the text of which was 
sent to the Tree Council. There are a number of options in the proposal; these depend on the different types of tree 
protection that might be used and whether or not there is a degree of community planting.   
The recent planting in the Warren was protected by Ezee Tree shelters made of recycled cardboard. Whilst these are 
biodegradable, they are likely to need replacing after 3 years and are not currently manufactured in the desired 
length, i.e. 1.5 metres, to protect against fallow deer.  
In light of this, and considering the alternative would be to use several thousand plastic tree shelters, Petra Billings 
and Cora Pfeer (Forestry Commission Officer with special responsibility for deer management) have suggested the 
best option would be to use deer fencing which would have a life-time of about 15 years. To maintain public access, 
there would be a minimum of four gates – one at each of the main footpath entry points; the gates would have to be 
either self-closing or kissing-gate style. Although this would be more expensive in the first instance, it would make 
the planting and on-going maintenance of the new trees a lot easier, and would circumvent the need to check such a 
large number of tree shelters regularly and especially following high winds. Once weathered, and with the area 
greening up, deer fencing would also be visually less obtrusive than a sea of shelters throughout the Warren.   
The timing of the Tree Council’s request meant the proposal had to be submitted ahead of this Council meeting. On 
13 March, we had a response from Sara Lom, the CEO of the Tree Council, the relevant part of which reads:  

‘Thank you so much for the very clear budget from Petra (a masterpiece!) which Jon1 and I discussed this 
morning.  



It seems to us that you would be well-advised to include the deer-fencing as it provides a practical solution 
to many challenges at once.   
We would however, like to see compostable vole guards rather than plastic spirals, so this will need costing.  
There are other figures still to be finalised and we look forward to seeing a new budget based on Option E 
when available. In the meantime, I confirm that c£25k is in line with what we can support, subject to there 
not being any major leaps later.’  

In summary, Option E protects the new planting and regeneration using deer fencing as well as including planting of 
about one-third of the 4000+ tree and shrub saplings using volunteers. It is anticipated that much of this planting will 
be during tree-planting week in November 2020 and possibly also November 2021.  
The grant being offered is part of a substantial tranche of money donated to the Tree Council by Network Rail for the 
purpose of tree planting throughout the country.  

 
Recommendations  

i.To note the report and the Woodland Restoration Planting Scheme & Budget for The Warren, March 2020 
(PS&B)  

ii.To consider the different options presented in the latter, and, in light of problems with other tree protection 
methods and the offer of a grant from the Tree Council based on Option E, to agree to take forward Option E 
which is based on using deer fencing and some volunteer planting   

iii.To agree that the Council’s Woodland & Tree Sub-Committee (WTSC) finalises the costings for Option E and 
submits them to the Tree Council  

iv.To agree that any unforeseen additional costs associated with Option E, which are unlikely to be covered by 
the Tree Council but are considered necessary by the WTSC, can be funded from the revenue from the 
timber sales which has been ring-fenced for the Warren restoration work  

v.To agree that the WTSC looks into any non-financial aspects of Option E, such as the need for planning 
permission  

vi.If the Council rejects recommendation ii, to agree one of the other Options in the PS&B and how it could be 
funded  

vii.To appoint a councillor to bring a proposal to the April Council meeting on the best ways to involve the 
community in the restoration plans and subsequently to co-ordinate the agreed approach, including 
publicity.   

Note: Recommendations iii – v are contingent on the Council agreeing to recommendation ii. Recommendation vi is 
contingent on the Council rejecting recommendation ii.  
   

 

 
 

 
 

Agenda Item 10 - Wheelie bin speed stickers 
The SID has helped to reduce the speed of vehicles travelling on the main roads into Harting. However, there are still 
areas that suffer from speeding motorists where the SID is unable to be sited ie. North Lane, Tipper Lane, outlying 
areas. Although it is hoped that Nyewood will benefit from SID, there would be a benefit to some stickers being 
displayed through the village as well.  
It is suggested that the Council purchase a bulk supply of Wheelie Bin 30mph stickers (see picture for example) and 
offer them to residents living alongside the road, and who put their wheelie bins out on a weekly basis.  For 
maximum effect a sticker would be placed on either side of the wheelie bin, this would mean 4 stickers per 
participating household. 
This scheme could be offered via an article in the Parish Magazine and a leaflet drop to the affected houses.  
CDC have confirmed that the black and red wheelie bins are owned by residents so they are able to place stickers on 
them. The green wheelie bins are the property of CDC and so cannot be used for stickers.  
The cost of the stickers, supplied by SmartWheelie is: 
100   £89.00 
250  £179.50 
500  £279.50 
A further quote has not been obtained at this point, no other companies have been found that sell the stickers in this 
quantity, it seems they are more designed for individual purchase.  



 
 
 
The following recommendations are made: 

i. that the Council agree to promote a campaign for residents to use 30mph wheelie bin stickers 
ii. that the Council agree to the purchase of 500 30mph wheelie bin stickers at a cost of £279.50 

 
Agenda Item 11 - Harting Festivities 
The Chair of the Harting Festivities Committee has confirmed the 2020 Festivities have been cancelled.  
The risks and uncertainty surrounding the coronavirus pandemic are too great to ensure a safe, well 
attended and profitable event. By cancelling the event at this stage the Committee are able to retain cash 
reserves to enable the organisation of the 2021 Festivities. 
The Chair of the Parish Council has contacted the Festivities Chair to confirm that the Council would be 
fully supportive of the decisions made.   
The following recommendation is made: 
To note the report 
 
Agenda Item 12 -VE75 (Victory in Europe 75 years)  
At its February meeting the Council considered an appropriate event to celebrate VE75 (75th Anniversary of 
the end of war in Europe) in the parish. An event planned in Nyewood was discussed and the agreement 
was to consider holding the event for the whole parish there.  
Subsequent to the meeting, the organisers of the event raised concerns that the facilities and space in 
Nyewood would be insufficient to cater for the whole parish and would not be able to go ahead.  
 
The councillors are now asked to give consideration to hosting a Community Picnic to be held in South 
Gardens during the afternoon of Friday 8 May 2020. The event would be a “bring your own” and attendees 
would be asked to bring their own chairs and rugs. It is suggested that a Canadian Maple might be planted 
as part of the celebrations. 
 
The Council’s insurance would cover the public liability for the event. The only input from the Council 
would be provision of bins, the tree and guard, first aid cover and some bunting to decorate the area. 
 
The clerk is willing to pull together a team to help to organise the event.  
 
The arrangements and confirmation of this event will be subject to the advice from PHE (Public Health 
England) and the coronavirus situation. At the time this briefing note was written the advice was changing 
on a daily basis.   
 

The following recommendations are made: 
i. that subject to the coronavirus situation and advice provided by Public Health England (PHE) a community 

picnic and tree planting is held in South Gardens during the afternoon of Friday 8 May 2020 
ii. to agree that an event notification and grant request up to a value of £250 to CDC in respect of VE75 

iii. to agree the clerk will draw together a team to organise the event 

http://www.smartwheelie.co.uk/bulk-packs.html


 
 

 
 

                          Clerk’s Reports - Harting Parish Council – 19 March 2020 
      
 
Agenda Item 18 
Items raised at previous meetings: 
 

Date first raised 

 

Item Detail Action by Status 

Furze Meadow/Hyde 
Homes 
June 2016 
 (Minute 86) 
 

Possible purchase of the 

play area at Furze 

Meadow, Nyewood 

 

Chairman/ S Br

  

 

There has been no further news of the Asset Review. 
The site manager has confirmed that a budget has been agreed for 
replacement equipment although details of which items are to be 
replaced is not known at this stage.  

Tree Works 

March 2016 

(Minute 252)  

Tree survey and associated 
tree works, and 
development of tree 
management plan 

SB/ Clerk/AS 

Tree Working 

Group (TWG) 

See agenda item 9 and supporting document 
  
Bund at loading bay - The Council has been advised by the Planning 
Department that planning permission will be required for the bund 
securing the area to the loading bay.  A retrospective planning 
application will be submitted. Planning permission would not be 
required for a fence and gate; however this would leave the area less 
secure and potentially vulnerable to travellers.  

 

Traffic Working 

Group 

(Minute 153) 

A working group was 
created to address the 
problems of traffic and 
speeding in the village of 
South Harting 

Traffic working 

group 

Two further positions for SID have been agreed with WSCC on the Elsted 

road entering the village from the east, and in Nyewood.  

 

CIL application for South Gardens crossing submitted January 2020. The 

applications are due to be considered in April 2020. 

Drop in sessions 

(Minute 127 – Sept 

2019) 

To hold monthly Saturday 
morning drop-in sessions 
at the White Hart 

AOAC There were 3 enquiries at the March Drop in session regarding issues 

with the state of the highway and pavements. An anonymised version of 



the queries has been passed to the councillors and to the appropriate 

committees for further action if required. 

 

Online Banking  To investigate online 
banking to enable the 
setup and operation of a 
deposit account 

Clerk Pending the further change of bank signatories 

Operation London 

and Forth Bridge 

(Minute 210 – Dec 

2019) 

The call sign to signify 
when a senior member of 
the Royal Family dies 

Clerk SSALC have circulated details of recommended procedures that Council’s 

should follow in the event of the death of a senior member of the Royal 

Family.  

Clerk to liaise with local churches over these recommendations.  

A condolence book has been purchased.  

Petersfield Utility Tip 

Charges 

February 2020 

From 1 April 2020 only 
registered users will be 
able to use the tip free of 
charge. Registration can 
only be completed if 
resident in Hampshire 

 Dr O’Kelly, the County and District councillor has raised this issue with 

WSCC and CDC.  

WSCC have agreed to liaise with Hampshire to establish a cross border 

arrangement for parishes along the Hampshire border. 

Allotments and ash 

trees 

February 2020 

The ash trees to the north 
of the allotments are to be 
felled 

 It appears that a felling licence is being requested to fell up to 80 ash 

trees north of the allotment site. This is due to ash dieback.  

The clerk is trying to gather further information from the owner of the 

land.   

 

 Trish Walker - Clerk 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


