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 HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Harting Community Hall, Pease Croft, 
South Harting on Thursday 15th June 2017 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chairman and District Councillor), Mr Bramley, Dr Bowman, 
  Mrs Gammon, Mrs Dawson, Mr Johnson-Hill, Mr Bonner, Mr Stuttaford  
 
In attendance: Mrs Walker (Parish Clerk).Dr O’Kelly (County Councillor). 
 
There were 2 members of the public in attendance 

 
54.  Apologies for absence:   Mr Powys Maurice, Mr Barnard and Mr Healey.     
 
55.  Declarations of interest:   None. 

 
56.   Minutes from Meeting held on 16th May 2017 
 The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
57.  Questions from the Public 

 Questions were raised with regard to Item 12 on the agenda – Furze Meadow play 
equipment: 

• It was felt that the idea from Hyde Housing had some benefits. However, if 
the play equipment was gifted to Hyde Housing would the grants still be 
available from Chichester District Council and other government agencies? 

• Hyde are going to carry out the safety inspection on the equipment, will any 
changes be carried out in conjunction with the Parish Council? 

• Would the Parish Council be liable for the equipment? 
 The Chairman responded to these questions in discussing item 12 of the agenda. 
 
58.  Matters of Urgent Public Importance 

None. 
  

59.  Reports from County and District Councillors 
Dr O’Kelly, the County Councillor reported that the North Chichester Local 
Committee was due to meet on 20th June at 7pm in Rogate Village Hall. The agenda 
will include the allocation of the Community Local Initiative monies. A new Facebook 
page has also been launched for this group.  
Dr O’Kelly also spoke about the West Sussex Carers Support group and the valuable 
work it does to help carers, providing respite care, wellbeing meetings and much 
more. The local service is based in Midhurst, and carers can approach the service 
directly without any introduction from other agencies.  
Several emails had also been received concerning the traffic issues in Harting, 
particularly with regard to speeding. She has an informal meeting arranged with the 
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Highway engineer, Mike Dare. Dr O’Kelly suggested that it might be an idea to get a 
local group together to progress this issue.  
The Chairman responded that the Parish Council have tried to address the traffic 
issue for many years, and has asked Mike Dare, the Highway engineer to provide any 
information that is available on traffic speed and density. It seems that many people 
are commuting to London from Petersfield station instead of Chichester, hence 
greater volumes of traffic through the village. Parking is also a big issue within the 
village.  
The councillors also added that it would be a good idea to address the subject in the 
Parish Magazine, and also to remember that the Council must be sure to represent 
the whole of the Parish taking regard of any parishioners that don’t have issues with 
the traffic.  
Mr Shaxson, as District Councillor, reported that the Chichester Vision document had 
been published, but several members of the District Council feel that it hasn’t linked 
all the potential developments sites as it should. It seems that the footfall in the city 
centre has decreased by 25% since 2008 which has been deemed to be as a result of 
internet shopping. However, comparisons between this summer and last summer 
are showing a further fall of 30%. This is a pattern replicated across the country. 
The District Council income is split 25% council tax, 25% government funding and 
50% from fees and charges. The car parking income provides 40% of the District 
income.  
The strategic housing sites in the District are almost at a standstill, and sheltered 
housing in rural areas continues to be difficult to fill due to lack of public transport 
and the fact that the wardens are not on site.  
 The Overview and Scrutiny Committee of CDC has made   proposal that has to be 
agreed by the District council with regard to communications between the South 
Downs National Park Authority and parish councils. 
“That a protocol be developed between the two authorities on communication with 
councillors from district and parish councils and that this be brought back to the 
committee for consideration within six months.” 
Mr Shaxson had attended the SDNPA planning committee on 15th June and outlined 
aspects of the debate on the Local Plan. He was disappointed that only 8 out of the 
13 members were present and that despite Harting having an 80% increase in the 
housing allocation, they were not mentioned. He felt that the parish members on 
the SDNPA were not fully considering the various parish councils affected by the 
changes. 
 

60.  Election of parish representative to the South Downs National Park Authority 

There were three nominations for the appointment of parish member to the SDNPA: 
Tim Burr Coldwaltham Parish Council 
Mick Clark Lancing Parish Council 
Christopher Esdaile Pulborough Parish Council 
After some discussion the following recommendation was agreed: 
To vote for Mick Clark. 
 
Clerk to complete and return polling papers 
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61.  Complaints Committee Terms of Reference 

The draft terms of reference for the Complaints Committee were discussed, and a 

change of wording in paragraph 4 was suggested. The words “up to” would be 

removed and the sentence would read “There will be four councillors”. 

The following proposal was agreed, subject to the above amendments: 

To adopt the terms of reference for the Complaints Committee. 

 

62.  Complaints Procedure 

The Complaints Procedure was adopted in May 2015. The key changes in the procedure 

are that all complaints will be treated in confidence and that the Complaints 

Committee will be decision making rather than advisory. The following changes to the 

draft procedures were suggested: 

• Procedure 1 – to change the wording from “Clerk to HPC” to “Clerk of HPC” 

• Procedure 3 – to change the wording to “complaints should be made within 

three months of the events precipitating the event”. 

• Procedure 6 – to change the wording “confirm to the complainant if the 

complaint will be treated as confidential” to “confirm to the complainant 

that the complaint will be treated as confidential”. 

• Procedure 10- to change the paragraph to read “Within the timeframe 

specified above, the Complaints Committee will write to the complainant to 

confirm whether or not it has upheld the complaint. The Committee will 

give its decision together with details of any action to be taken where 

appropriate”. 

Subject to the above amendments, the following proposal was agreed: 

To adopt the revised change of procedures for the Complaints Committee. 

 

63.  Appointment of two additional members to the Complaints Committee 

It was agreed that Mr Johnson Hill and Mrs Dawson would join the Complaints 

committee. 

 

64.  South Gardens Noticeboard 

The issue of the South Gardens noticeboard had been raised at several Council 

meetings by a member of the public as it needs replacing. It would also be a good 

opportunity to update the wording to make it more appropriate for the current 

situation.  

The following recommendation was agreed: 

That Mr Stuttaford would give consideration to possible wording for the new sign and 

bring a proposal to the July meeting.  
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65.  Plaque and Bench at The Old Pump, The Street 

The wording on the plaque of the Old Pump outside the Old Schoolhouse in the Street 

has been raised as a concern by a member of public at previous Council meetings. The 

wording has worn, but is still legible at the moment. Any renovation work would need 

to be carried out by a professional. It was also noted that the bench behind the Old 

Pump is in a state of disrepair and needs to be removed for health and safety purposes.  

The following recommendations were agreed: 

• The wording on the plaque is monitored by the Clerk for signs of further 

deterioration. 

• That the bench situated behind the Old Pump in The Street is removed for 

reasons of health and safety.  

 

66.  Emergency survey of 3 chestnut trees in South Gardens 

Whilst visiting the Warren to give advice on tree surveys Dave Rogers, from the 

Forestry Commission, advised that the 3 chestnut trees sited near the ponds in South 

Gardens were in need of an urgent survey. The trees had previously been inspected in 

2015 and some remedial work was carried out at that time. There has not been a 

survey since this work was completed.   

The Clerk,   after consultation with the Chairman, requested an initial emergency survey 

from Mr Fitter who has confirmed that a further reduction in the height of the trees is 

required, with the possibility of the most southerly tree being removed.  

The following recommendation was agreed: 

The need for the emergency survey was noted and agreement was given to incur a cost 

in this respect. 

 

67.  Furze Meadow play equipment 

 Hyde Housing were contacted on 12th March 2017 with regard to the ongoing situation 

with the play equipment at Furze Meadow. The Parish Council had asked Hyde to 

consider a longer lease than the suggested two years, to allow the Council to justify 

spending public monies on play equipment and also to be able to approach other 

organisations for funding and grants.  

A response from Hyde has suggested that a lease would be overly complicated and 

would lead to difficulties with regard to maintenance and insurance.  Hyde suggested 

that the Parish Council might consider gifting the play equipment to them. The Parish 

Council would then cover the cost of the repairs to any of the equipment that would 

arise from an annual safety inspection carried out and financed by Hyde.  

The Chairman was able to address the issues raised in the public questions: 

• It is understood that grants can be made for play equipment and gifted items if 

there is a guarantee that it will remain there for some years. 

• It appears that the inspection has already been done, on the Monday after the 

contact from Hyde. The Chairman has sent an email asking for clarification to 

ensure that it was being carried out on behalf of Hyde. He also restated that the 

Parish Council had removed the swing seat and chains as they were unsafe.  
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• Hyde is currently liable for all of the equipment at Furze Meadow, and was 

made aware of that autumn 2016. 

There was discussion amongst the members with regard to the proposal from Hyde 

and a great deal of consideration of the needs of the young people of Nyewood.  

The following recommendation was agreed: 

That the proposal from Hyde Housing should be rejected as unworkable and a counter 

proposal submitted. This would suggest that the Parish Council might purchase the 

Furze Meadow play area for a nominal price on terms that need to be negotiated. 

 

The chairman will write, Mrs Bramley will check the wording, and the clerk will send the 

counter proposal 

 

 

68.  Finance 

68.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 

 

Trish Walker Clerk & RFO Salary Undisclosed 

Trish Walker Clerk expenses  69.29 

M D Arnell Installation of benches 280.08 

Debbie Harknett Community Hall Bookkeeping 194.40 

Debbie Harknett Financial Advisor – Year end accounts 417.83 

M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass Mowing 316.80 

Molland Projects Ltd S106 HCH Works – Handrails at back 169.04 

 

68.2. The following receipts were noted: 

CDC S106 refund  £5057.04 

 

69.  Bank reconciliation for June 2017 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance committee. The Chairman of the Council then signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations.  

 

70.  To note the bank balance as of 31st May 2017 - £ 65939.23 

Noted 

 

71.  To note the budget statement for June 2017 

Noted 

 

72.  Planning 

The minutes of the Planning committee held on 18th May 2017 were noted. 

 

73.  Correspondence 

It was noted that a donation of £100 had been received from a member of the public to 

renovate the bench that was previously sited by the Parish Church, and more recently 
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donated to the Henry Warren Club. The clerk will write to thank the donor and also 

inform the Chairman of the Henry Warren Club of the donation. 

 

74.  Clerk’s report 

The clerk’s report was noted and the following points were updated: 

• Two of the East Harting fingerposts have been renovated by volunteers Mr 

Sibley and Mr Rix. 

Clerk to write and thank the volunteers and ask if they want to claim for any out 

of pocket expenses  

• Mr Sibley has offered to assist to resolve the outstanding situation with Mr 

Slegg regarding fingerposts  

•   It was agreed that a letter, which would be commented on by Mr Sibley should 

be sent to Mr Slegg to end the contract.  

• Responses are still awaited from the land owners neighbouring South Gardens 

with regard to the boundaries.  

 

75.  Items for future meetings 

• Review of the Risk Assessment (recommendation from the Finance committee) 

• Insurance schedule (recommendation from the Finance committee) 

• Subscriptions (recommendation from the Finance committee) 

• Wording for the South Garden sign 

 

76.  Date of next meeting – 20th July 2017 

 

The meeting closed at 9.28 pm 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

  
 


