
MEETING OF HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

You are hereby summoned to a Meeting of Harting Parish Council to be held  
at Harting Congregational Church on 

Thursday 24 June 2021 at 6.45pm 
 

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

Social distancing must be observed and face masks will be required. 

This meeting is being held at the Congregational Church due to the ongoing coronavirus restrictions and the 
need for social distancing. The Coronavirus Act 2020 allowing councils to hold public meetings via video 

conferencing ceased on 7 May 2021.  

Trish Walker 
Clerk to Harting Parish Council 

 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes - to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6 May 2021. 

4. Questions from the Public 

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

6. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

7. Internal audit 2020/21 (see supporting document for briefing note and report) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note the completion of the Internal Audit for 2020/21 

8. Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR) statement 2020/21 (see supporting 
document for briefing note and statement)  
The following recommendation is made:  
that the Council approves the Annual Governance Statement for 2020/21 

9. Accounting statements 2020/21(see supporting document for briefing note and 
statement)  
The following recommendation is made:  
that the Council approves the Accounting Statements for 2020/21 

10. Notice of public rights and publication of unaudited Annual Governance and 

Accountability statement 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note that the period for the public inspection of the accounts for the year ending 31 

March 2021 will be from 25 June 2021 to 6 August 2021. 

11. New Homes Bonus (NHB) 

The following recommendations are made: 
i. To note the report 

ii. That the Council decides which project should be claimed under the New 
Homes Bonus 

iii. To agree the location, if appropriate, for any items 



iv. To agree the clerk will complete the New Homes Bonus application on behalf 
of the Council  

 

12. Parish Council Emergency Group (PCEG) see supporting document for briefing note) 
The following recommendation is made:  
To note the report. 

13. Review of Terms of Reference for the Planning Committee and Finance Committee. 

The following recommendations are made: 

i. To note the Terms of Reference for the Planning Committee have been reviewed 

by that Committee and no amendments are proposed 

ii. To note the Terms of Reference for the Finance Committee have been reviewed by 

that Committee and it is recommended the sections in paragraph 2 regarding the 

Health and Safety and Risk Management are removed as they are now the 

responsibility of the Aims and Objectives Advisory Committee. 

14. Review of Council Policies & Procedures 
14.1. Review of Data Protection Policy (attached)  
14.2. Review of IT Security policy for councillors (attached)  
14.3. Review of IT Security policy for staff (attached)  
14.4. Review of Media and Press (attached) 

 

15. Finance  
15.1. To approve expenditure for June 2021 

Undisclosed Clerk and RFO Salary  941.60  

HMRC  Tax and NI contributions  104.52  

War Memorial Playing Fields  Balance of grant from 2020/21  1,455.00  

Came & Company  Parish Council insurance  1,053.44  

Clarity Accounting  Quarterly payroll charge  27.00  

M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting  338.40  

Mulberry & Co Clerk training  42.00  

Trish Walker Zoom subscriptions for May/June 2021  28.78  

Playsafety Limited Play area inspection  181.20  

 

15.2. To note income for May 2021 -  £896.43  VAT refund 

15.3. To note that the bank reconciliation for June 2021 has been scrutinised and 

signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the 

Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations 

15.4. To note the bank balance as of 1 June 2021 - £89,035.02 

15.5. To note the budget statement to 31 May 2021 

16. Finance – To note the unconfirmed minutes of the Finance Committee (attached) held 

on 1 June 2021 and approve the following recommendations:  

i. That the Council note the cost of the North Lane fingerpost has increased by £390 
to £1640 as a result of additional work to the finial fixings and that the Council 
Chair and the RFO  have agreed this increased expenditure in accordance with 
section 4.1 of the Financial Regulations.  

ii. that a full review of the asset register has been completed and has identified: 



a. an understatement of assets in the Council insurance schedule which has 

been addressed in the insurance renewal due 1 June 2021 

b. necessary maintenance is required to some items of street furniture and 

quotes will be gathered for future consideration. 

iii. that the insurance schedules have been reviewed and that the Council schedule has 

been updated to include the correct valuations for all the Council assets. 

iv. that the Financial Regulations have been reviewed. 
v. that the subscriptions to NALC and WSALC should be retained at the current level 

and that the clerk should be refunded for any SLCC membership any historic costs 

that have been incurred 

17. Planning -  To note the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 5 May 2021 and 2 

June 2021.   

18. Play and Open Spaces Advisory Committee (POSAC) – To note the minutes of the 

POSAC held on 8 June 2021 and approve the following recommendations: 

i. To note the play area inspection had been carried out on 18 May 2021, there are no 
high risk issues, and quotes will be sought for the necessary actions and repairs 
and will be taken to a future Council meeting for consideration. 

ii. That the positioning of the South Gardens sign was discussed and the placement is 
recommended to the Council. 

19. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives (verbal report) 

20. Correspondence – None 

21. Clerks report – (attached) 
22. Items for future meetings  

Review of policies 
Jubilee 2022 

23. Date of next meeting - Council Meeting 15 July 2021 time and venue to be agreed 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Supporting document – Harting Parish Council Meeting 24 June 2021 

 

Agenda Items 9,10 &11  Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR) statement 2020/21, 

Accounting Statements 2020/21 and Notice of Public Rights   

Briefing Note 

Each year authorities have to complete an Annual Governance and Accountability return 

prior to External Audit.  

This completed return includes:  
 

a) Annual Internal Audit report – this has been completed without any issues, the 
signed return can be seen below. 

b) Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement – the systems of internal control are 
reviewed and agreed by the full Council. This process has to be carried out at the 
meeting with the questions being read out by the Chairman. Once agreed, the 
document is signed by the Chairman and the clerk, dated and the minute number 
added.  

c) Section 2 – Accounting Statements – these are also agreed by the full Council, 
following the completion of Section 1. The statement is signed by the Chairman 
and the RFO. The figures on this statement are generated from the Balance 
Sheet, Income and Expenditure, Budget Statement and the Bank reconciliation 
(all documents are copied below).    

d) Section 3 – External Auditor Report – this is completed by Moore following 
submission of the above forms along with a bank reconciliation and the notice of 
significant variations.  

e) Notice of Public Rights - Once the AGAR is approved by the Council the notice of 

public rights to view the accounts can be stated and the unaudited AGAR is 

published on the Council website for a period of 30 working days, this will be 

from 25 June 2021 to 6 August 2021.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED 
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2021 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE NOTES 
 
1. Date of announcement __Thursday 24th June_2021(a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ 
Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it 
has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that 
review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records 
for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, 
vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made 
available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2021, 
these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b) Trish Walker- Clerk and RFO  
          The Old Post Office 
           South Harting  
           01730 825201 
           clerk@harting-pc.gov.uk 

  
commencing on (c) __Friday  25th June 2021  
 
 
and ending on (d) ___Friday 6th August 2021  

[30 working days after (c) above] 
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; 
and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the 
appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to the court 
for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice of an objection 
must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority. 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this 
purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the 
provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

Moore (Ref RD/hd)                                    
Rutland House,  
Minerva Business Park,  
Lynch Wood,  
Peterborough 
PE2 6PZ 

 
5. This announcement is made by (e) Trish Walker – Clerk and RFO 

 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice which 
must be not less than 1 day before the date 
in (c) below 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email address, 
as appropriate, of the Clerk or other person 
to which any person may apply to inspect 
the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 day 
after the date of announcement in (a) above 
and at least 30 working days before the date 
appointed in (d) below 

 

(d) The inspection period between (c) and 
(d) must be 30 working days inclusive and 
must include the first 10 working days of 
July. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice – this person must be the 
responsible financial officer for the smaller 
authority 

 



The following recommendations are made:  

i. To note the completion of the Internal Audit for 2020/21 

ii. That the Council approves the Annual Governance Statement for 2020/21 
iii. That the Council approves the Accounting Statements for 2020/21 
iv. To note that the period for the public inspection of the accounts for the year 

ending 31 March 2021 will be from 25 June 2021 to 6 August 2021. 

 

Agenda Item 11 – New Homes Bonus (NHB) 

Briefing Note 

The Chichester District Council (CDC) Grants and Concessions Panel met on 24 March 2021, 
and approved the Indicative Allocation for the New Homes Bonus (NHB) 2021/22. 
Harting is one of the eligible parishes as there has been an increase of 5 properties during 
the period from 2/1/2018 to 31/12/2020. The available sum is likely to be £830.  
The New Homes Bonus is not automatically provided to parishes, a reasonably complex 
application form has to be completed giving details of the chosen project and submitted to 
the Grants and Concessions Panel, along with three quotes.  
The deadline for the application is 5pm on Friday 30th July 2021, it must be accompanied 
with 3 quotes or estimates for the project.  
The Panel then meets in September of each year to consider request and agree which 
projects can be undertaken.  
The aim of the NHB is to: 

• To improve quality of life for the community, and stimulate cohesive and vibrant 
communities 

• To allocate monies and reward communities where significant development has 
occurred 

• To facilitate infrastructure where there are deficits within a community or area 
• To enhance local facilities available to new and existing residents 
• To encourage communities to identify their needs and work collaboratively to 

address them 

Projects accepted during 2020 with a similar level of funding included the following: 

Tree planting 
Bench seats 
Play equipment improvements.  
 
The councillors have suggested the following projects for consideration: 
Bench seat for the Street 
Noticeboard for Nyewood 
Fingerposts – the bonus could be offset against the cost of the North Lane fingerpost 
 
Below are some examples of benches and noticeboards and the associated costs. 
 
 



Noticeboards – potential prices for boards to hold up to 8 x A4 size sheets  

Prices as per noticeboardcompany.com 

These noticeboards are just an example of the likely costs that may be involved in a new and 

suitable noticeboard for Nyewood to enable a bid to be placed for the New Homes Bonus. 

The design and content would obviously be agreed when the Hall was build and it was the 

correct time.  

If the notice board needs to be secured in the ground the installation cost is likely to be in 

the region of £150 to £200.  

  

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

£571.00 + vat £696.00 + vat 

£865.00 + vat 



Bench seats for the Street 
The bench seat situated behind the pump, half way up the Street, fell into disrepair and was 
removed in 2019. There is now no seating in the Street other than outside the Parish 
Church, or courtesy of the White Hart pub.  
Below are some options for benches in teak and in a recycled material (as with the most 
recently installed benches at the southern end of South Gardens). All benches will need to 
be secured to the ground, so an additional cost will apply. 
There has been a suggestion that a bench or seat might be placed next to the phone box 
and bus stop under the Parish Council noticeboard.  
Permission will need to be gained from the landowner for any installations.  
For information, the area behind the pump is 7 foot long, the area by the noticeboard is 5ft 
6 (sufficient space to open the phone box door may need to be considered). 
 

 
 
 

https://www.classicmemorialbe
nches.co.uk/classic-i/ 

7 foot bench £980 + vat 
5 foot bench £740 + vat  

Glasdon £351.75 + vat 
Made of recycled 

material. 

Glasdon - £482.37 + vat 

Made of recycled material. 

 

Sustainable-furniture.co.uk - 
£675.00 + vat 

6ft teak bench with hard 

surface 

https://www.classicmemorialbenches.co.uk/classic-i/
https://www.classicmemorialbenches.co.uk/classic-i/


The following recommendations are made: 
v. To note the report 

vi. That the Council decides which project/s should be claimed under the New Homes 
Bonus 

vii. To agree the location, if appropriate, for any items 
viii. To agree the clerk will complete the New Homes Bonus application on behalf of 

the Council  
 
Agenda Item 12 – Parish Council Emergency Group (PCEG) 
 
Briefing Note 

Work with the Parish Council Emergency Group continues in a ‘monitoring’ role with weekly catch-
up meetings until the PM ‘stands us down’.   
Parish Gathering – the plans are ongoing and a verbal update will be given at the meeting.   
 

The following recommendation is made: 
To note the report 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

                          Clerk’s Reports - Harting Parish Council – 24 June 2021 
Agenda Item 21 
Items raised at previous meetings: 
 

Topic/Date first 
raised 
 

Item Detail Action by Status 

Tree Works 
March 2016 
(Minute 252)  

Tree survey and associated 
tree works, and 
development of tree 
management plan 

SB/ Clerk/AS 
Tree Working 
Group (TWG) 

Volunteer planting to be arranged at the end of 2021. 
500 trees to be planted by the volunteers.     

HABAC 
November 2020 

Quotes for North Lane 
finger post. 
 
South Downs Safer Roads 
Task Force. 
 
East Harting Flood Pond. 
 
Durford Lane and Bridge. 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
WSCC 
 
WSCC 

Further work has been identified by the contractor. See agenda item 15. 
The work is anticipated to start in July.  
 
 
Further meeting has been held and parishes have been asked to give 
details of problem areas/days/times 
 
Dangerous pot hole on edge of carriageway still to be filled by WSCC. 
 
A resident has coppiced a hazel which has helped, there has been no 
feedback from WSCC.  
The bridge repairs are due to start imminently  

Online Banking  To investigate online 
banking to enable the 
setup and operation of a 
deposit account 

Clerk In progress, forms have been received, policy being written.  

New Homes Bonus 
(Minute 252 – April 
2021) 

Consideration for potential 
schemes for £830 grant & 
application 

Clerk See Agenda Item 11 

Footpath lights 
(Minute 89 – Sept 
2020) 

To disconnect and remove 
the footpath lights 
 

Clerk  Estimates for the disconnection of the electrical supply and removal of 
lights are awaited 



PCEG  
Minute 266 Mar 
2020 

Set up of Parish Council 
Emergency Group in 
reaction to COVID-19 
pandemic 

TW, SG and SB See agenda item 12 

Insurance Claim Claim from Hastings Direct 
for damage to a car from a 
tree falling from Council 
land on 28 February 2020 

TW A claim has been received from Hastings Direct, on behalf of a client, 
regarding alleged damage to a car from a tree falling from Council land in 
February 2020.  
The claim has been passed to the Council insurers who will be 
investigating the claim. Various information about the tree surveys and 
subsequent tree work has been requested and supplied.   

 

 Trish Walker - Clerk 

 


