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HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at Harting Community Hall  

on Thursday 17 February 2022 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mrs Bramley, Mrs Bull, Mrs Curran, Mrs Dawson, Mrs Gaterell, 
Mr Johnson Hill and Mr Miller. 
 
In attendance: Mrs Walker (Parish Clerk). 
 
There were 3 members of public in attendance. 
 
202. Apologies for absence: Mr Bonner, Mrs Martin and Mr Palmer. 

 
203. Declarations of Interest: None. 
 
204. Minutes from Meeting held on 20 January 2022. 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 January 2022 were agreed 
and signed by the Chairman as a true record. It was noted there was an action point to 
contact the CDC (Chichester District Council) Enforcement team about the lighting at 
Three Cornered Piece.  
 

205. Questions from the Public:  
A member of the public raised concerns about the works carried out in the Warren and 
over issues surrounding communication with the parish council over the last two years.  
It was noted that contact had been made with Gillian Keegan (MP) and the SDNPA 
(South Downs National Park Authority) to raise concerns. The member of public 
requested a meeting should take place at the Warren with the Council to discuss their 
concerns.  
The Chairman responded to confirm this was a long-standing issue and recently 20-30 
members of the community had come together to help with the planned planting 
sessions which indicated people were happy to move forward to the restoration project.  
It was agreed the Clerk would arrange a meeting at the Warren.  

 

206. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: None. 

 

207. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

Dr O’Kelly, the County and District Councillor attended and had circulated a report prior 

to the meeting. The following points of interest was noted:   

• The County Council meeting had been cancelled due to the potential disruption 

from storm Eunice. 

 

208. Eroica Britannia Cycling event 
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The Council had been informed of the Eroica Britannia cycling event, taking place on 7 
August 2022 and starting from Goodwood. An on-line consultation session had been 
attended by  the Chairman and Cllr Palmer on 26 January where it was confirmed the 
event will not require road closures in the Harting parish. There will be three routes with 
the two longest routes passing through the parish, the estimated number of cyclists 
passing through is thought to be in the region of 2000-3000. 
 The cyclists will enter Harting via the B2141 from Chilgrove, passing through South 

Harting and up North Lane turning to West Harting. The route will take them through 

West Harting finally arriving at the B2146 and travelling over to Foxcombe Lane and back 

along the South Downs Way to Compton.  

The Parish Council was asked to identify issues to be considered. The members 

discussed the event and raised concerns about the use of the country lanes, in particular  

around West Harting at the height of harvest time when there could well be a constant 

flow of large agricultural vehicles. Concerns were noted that this may lead to a larger 

event in future years.  

It was agreed a response should be made to the organisers to stress the concerns raised.  

 

The following proposal was agreed:  
That the Council agreed the response in relation to the arrangement for the Eroica 
Britannia Cycling Event taking place on 7 August 2022.  
(see Appendix A for response) 
 

209. Annual Parish Meeting   

The members discussed a new format for the Annual Parish Meeting.  This had 

previously been agreed for the Annual Parish Meeting in 2020 which unfortunately had 

to be cancelled due to Covid restrictions.  

The new format is aimed at increasing community awareness of the work of the Council 

and other local organisations and groups who will be offered the opportunity to display 

information about their organisations and what they have to offer.  

It was agreed that PCSO Keen should be invited to attend, if available and give a brief 
overview of his work. The meeting will ideally be held in the village hall with the date 
ideally in April or May; the Clerk will confirm the date.  
The following format was agreed for the meeting: 
7pm Doors open and attendees invited to read reports, circulate around the 
different organisation displays 
7.30pm PCSO Keen, if available, invited to give a brief overview of his work and 
answer any questions. 
7.45pm Parish Council provides statutory reports on the work of the Parish Council 
8.00pm Open questions to the Council 
8.20pm Further opportunity to talk to organisations.  
 
The following proposal was agreed:  

i. That the Annual Parish Meeting should be held at the Village Hall starting at 
7pm, the clerk will confirm the date according to the availability of the hall 

ii. that the format of the meeting will be as follows: 
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7pm Doors open and attendees invited to read reports, circulate around the 
different organisation displays 

7.30pm PCSO Keen invited to give a brief overview of his work and answer any 
questions, if he is able to attend. 

7.45pm Parish Council provides statutory reports  
8.00pm Open questions to the Council 
8.20pm Further  opportunity to talk to organisations.  

iii. That Mrs Gaterell, Mrs Bull and Mrs Dawson will work with the Clerk to arrange 
the Annual Parish Meeting 

 
 

210. Traffic Working Group (TWG) update  

In the absence of Mr Palmer. Mrs Bramley presented the report, clarifying that the TWG 

had met with Mike Dare, WSCC Highways Department on 4 February 2022 to discuss the 

options for a Community Highways Scheme (CHS) application for traffic calming 

measures in South Harting.  The key issues covered were: 

• a 20 mph zone covering most of the village including Tipper Lane, The Street, the 
southern section of North Lane, the western end of the Elsted Road and the eastern 
end of the Petersfield Road 

• pedestrian crossings to South Gardens, at the North Lane junction in The Square and 
across the Petersfield Road to the War Memorial Playing Field.  

• extending the existing 30mph zone to provide the required 400 metre distance 
between speed zone changes 

• a possible pinch point on the Petersfield Road. This would need to meet current 
engineering guidelines of 6-7 metres width to allow large vehicles to pass freely.  

Mr Dare’s initial thoughts were supportive and it was agreed the plans previously drawn 
up in 2019 would adequately support the application. It was confirmed the application 
can be quite basic as the WSCC engineers carry out the feasibility studies, design and 
costings.  
The current deadline for applications is the end of July each year, although this is under 
review.  
It was thought it would be a good idea to have a stand at the Annual meeting to 
introduce the potential CHS  and to gauge public opinion. It is hoped that, assuming 
public opinion is positive, an application will then be considered.  
The Chair will also contact SDNPA to ask for support for the scheme.  
  
The following proposal was agreed:  
To note the report 

 
211. Platinum Jubilee update   

An update for the Platinum Jubilee events was given. 
The Chair had received confirmation from SDNPA that listed building consent will not be 
required for the refurbishment work on the water pump as the works to fix the original 
finial in place are deemed to be a minor repair. The Working Group will now proceed to 
gather quotes for the refurbishment and will bring these to a future Council meeting for 
consideration.  
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The arrangements for the Beacon lighting on Thursday 2 June 2022 are underway and 
the Clerk is liaising with the local farmer, the National Trust and Natural England to 
arrange the necessary permissions.  
The household flyer to publicise the events will be arranged at a later date when the 
various events are confirmed.  
 
The following proposal was agreed: 
To note the report 
 

212. Grass cutting contract 2022-23  

MH Kennedy & Son Ltd have cut the grass in south Gardens for several years and are 

considered to have always provided a reliable and satisfactory service. For 2022, a quote 

of £148.05 + VAT per cut has been provided, this is an increase of £7.05 per cut on the 

2021 prices. There would be one cut a fortnight, depending on weather and growth. 

The Financial Regulations state that three quotes do not need to be provided for “work 
to be executed or goods or materials to be supplied which constitute an extension of an 
existing contract by the Council” (Fin Regs 11.1 (a) iv).  
The members agreed the grass cutting is a continuation of a current contract. 
 

The following proposal was agreed: 
That the Council accept the quote of £148.05 + vat per cut for South Gardens from MH 
Kennedy & Son Ltd for the year 2022. 
 

213. Annual Parish Litter pick 
The Annual Litter Pick was discussed, and it was agreed that it should take place on 
Saturday 19 March 2022, starting at 9.30am at the Village Hall. The timing of the event 
will enable litter to be picked before the nettles and weeds start to grow too vigorously. 
The event had been postponed for the previous two years due to Covid-19 restrictions.  
Mr Miller agreed to organise the event with the help of the clerk.  
 
The following proposal was agreed:  

i. the litter pick will take place on Saturday 19 March 2022, meeting at 9.30am at 
the Village Hall. 

ii. Mr Miller will co-ordinate the event with assistance from the clerk 
 

214. Harting Community Hall (HCH) advice  

The HCH is seeking guidance from Action in Rural Sussex regarding the future 
management of the Community Hall. The HCH trustees had requested that the cost of 
the advice is gifted by the Council, thereby enabling VAT to be reclaimed. It was noted 
the final cost will depend on the number of hours required. 
The members were in agreement that a sum of up to £1000 should be approved for this 
purpose.  
 
The following proposal was agreed: 

That the Council agree to gift the Harting Community Hall advice provided by Action in 

Rural Sussex at a cost of up to £1000.  
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215. Repair of brook fencing   

The fencing running alongside the village footpath has a broken post and number of 

rotten rails and needs repair.  

Four contractors were requested to provide quotes, two were unable to quote and a 

third failed to provide a quote despite showing an interest.  

The quote received was considered by the members and they agreed to appoint the 

contractor to carry out the repairs at a cost of £725 + vat.   

  

The following proposal was agreed: 

That Marcus Wells should be appointed to complete the repairs to the fencing running 

alongside the brook footpath at a cost of £725 + vat. 

 

216. Tree survey of South Gardens and the Warren  

The Council undertakes a tree survey for the Warren and South Gardens every eighteen 

months, this ensures the surveys alternate between ‘leaf on’ and ‘leaf off’.  

The last ‘leaf off’ survey was completed on 22 January 2021  and the next ‘leaf on’ 

survey will be due in the summer of 2022. 

The members agreed that, due to the nature of the survey and the various works that 

have been undertaken in the Warren over the last few years, it was desirable to 

maintain continuity with the survey. It was therefore recommended that Mark Welby, 

arboricultural consultant, should be asked to carry out the survey. The quoted cost was 

£550 + vat. 

 

The following proposal was agreed: 

That the Council appoint Mark Welby, arboricultural consultant, to carry out a ‘leaf on’ 

survey of South Gardens and the Warren at a cost of £550 + vat 

 

217. Donated fingerpost finial  
A member of public had recently donated a finial which had been acquired in an auction 

lot some years ago.   

The members considered the work currently being undertaken, on behalf of the Council, 

by Ralph Restorations in the Parish and agreed it would be a good idea to use the finial 

to replace  the fitting on a fingerpost in West Harting.  

Ralph Restorations had been asked to provide a quote to carry out this work in 

conjunction with the other works currently underway.  

The quote to strip/repaint the finial, adapt to fit the fingerpost, remove existing ball and 

secure finial to post was £210. 

The clerk will thank the donor. 

 
The following proposal was agreed: 
That the Council agree Ralph Restorations should refurbish and fit the donated finial to 

the fingerpost situated at Manor Farm, West Harting at a cost of £210. 
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217. Finance 
217.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 

Trish Walker Clerk and RFO Salary 1,262.52  

WMPF  Annual grant  2,300.00  

Petersfield Fencing Services Nyewood noticeboard fitting  240.00  

Mr T P A Ralph Fingerpost restoration - part payment  3,535.00  

Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription  14.39  

Griffin Nurseries Ltd Saplings for Warren Restoration  3,929.10  

Sussex Rural Community Council Hall advice  492.00  

N T Gray Pond Site Survey  1,422.20  

 
217.2. It was agreed that Mrs Bramley and Mrs Gaterell would authorise the 

February online payments. 

217.3. There was no income to note for February 2022.  

 

218. Bank Reconciliation for February 2022 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council then signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. 

 

219. Bank balance as of 31 January 2022 £85,993.25 
Noted. 
 

220. Budget statement to 31 January 2022 
Noted. 
 

221. Planning Committee 

The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 12 January 2022 were noted. 

 

222. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives 

The WMPF representatives reported the cricket club would be continuing for the coming 

season. The football club is going very well and the team is likely to win promotion this 

year. As a result of this, and the additional spectators attending matches, WMPF is 

hoping WSCC will consider extending the layby area adjacent to the Playing Fields, and 

requested the Parish Council to make an initial enquiry.  

It was noted the WMPF was currently sourcing quotes for replacement windows and 

gates. 

The following proposal was agreed:  

That the Parish Council contact West Sussex County Council to investigate the potential 

to extend the layby at the War Memorial Playing Fields.   

 

There was nothing to report from HCH. 

 

223. Correspondence 

None. 
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Mr Johnson Hill left the meeting. 

 

224. Clerk’s report 

The report was given, and it was noted that a Community Planting session had been held 

in the Warren that day with approximately 400 saplings planted, a further 800 saplings 

were due to be planted in the next week.  

The footpath lights had been partially removed, three at the northern end of the path 

were still in place.  

 

225. Items for future meetings  

Jubilee update 

 

226. Date of next meeting: The next meeting would be held at  7.30pm on Thursday 17 
March 2022 at Harting Community Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Appendix A 

Harting Parish Council thank the organisers for inviting us to submit comments.   We note 

and are thankful that there will be no road closures in the vicinity of this parish.  We are 

however most concerned by several fundamental issues.  

1) The B and some other roads around South Harting are always extremely busy on a Sunday 

in August.  Adding several thousand extra cyclists to the road will inevitably create 

problems, noting recent changes to the Highway Code giving right of way to cyclists.   If 

motorists abide by these changes long queues, and consequent frustrations will arise.  

2) Allied with this, if the weather is fine a considerable number of large agricultural vehicles 

will be using any of the roads taken by the route in the parish to bring in the harvest.  It is 

impossible to predict where they will be in advance.  They not only travel quickly but can 

take up all the road, especially in the part of the route north of South Harting village. 

 

 We would also like you to consider the following issues (in route order) :- 

• At the foot of Harting Hill all traffic on the B 2141 has to give way to users of the B 2146.  

We strongly recommend clear warning signage and that marshalls are in attendance.  

• You should be aware that there are always large numbers of cars parked both in the centre 

of South Harting village and North Lane.  North Lane is effectively a single-lane road, and as 

cars park on the left hand side of the road heading north traffic travelling south against the 

flow of the cycle event has priority .    

• The C 46 road to and through West Harting is narrow, and adjacent to the Old Greyhound 

road junction the road twists and turns and visibility is poor.  This needs to be taken into 

account.   
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• Noting where the route north of West Harting turns from a northerly to southerly direction 

on road 58/06, there is a short cut along very narrow Collins Lane.  Are you aware of this 

and will it be taken into account? 

• West Harting is the centre of two large farming enterprises.  With grain and straw 

harvesting and movement taking place in early August, large agricultural machinery could 

be using many of the same roads as this event.   We can provide their contact details, and 

also of details of the farmer who owns Foxcombe Lane.  

• The route meets the B 2146 south-west of Torberry Hill, turns left and then RIGHT across 

opposing vehicular traffic coming over the brow of a hill with poor visibility.  We flag this up 

as a definite hazard area.  We trust that there will be adequate signage and stewarding, 

noting that it is habitually a very busy and fast stretch of road.  

• The track at the top of Foxcombe Lane, running in an easterly direction back to the B 2146, 

is the South Downs Way.  It can be very busy on summer Sundays, enjoyed by walkers, 

cyclists and horses riders.   You stated in your presentation that it was your intention to 

avoid using the South Downs Way; we therefore bring this to your attention. 

• There is a RIGHT hand turn from the SDW onto the B 2146 above South Harting.  The route 

therefore crosses the northbound stream of traffic, and visibility in both directions isn’t 

good.   

 


