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  HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at Harting Community Hall  

on Thursday 21 April 2022 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mr Bonner, Mrs Bramley, Mrs Curran, Mrs Dawson, Mrs Gaterell, 
Mr Johnson Hill, Mr Miller and Mr Palmer. 
Dr O’Kelly also attended in her role as County and District Councillor. 
 
In the absence of the clerk who had Covid, Mr Miller volunteered to take the minutes. 
 
The HCH had overlooked the booking of this meeting and having arranged an upgrade of the 
electrics, the hall was without power.  Whilst moving to an alternative venue was 
considered, it was not legally possible to  do so having advertised the meeting at the HCH.  
Owing to the darkness inside the hall, the meeting commenced at 7.33pm outside in the Car 
Park 
 
There were 8 members of public in attendance. 
 
253. Apologies for absence: Mrs Martin, and Mrs Walker (Parish Clerk) 

 
254. Declarations of Interest: Mrs Gaterell (Trustee of WMPF), Mr Johnson Hill (trustee of 

HCH) and Mr Miller (Trustee of HCH) 
 
255. Minutes from Meeting held on 17 March 2022. 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 March 2022 were agreed 
and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
 

256. Questions from the Public:  
A question was raised regarding the recent application by OSS (Open Spaces Society) to 
change the definitive map to permit a BOAT (Byway Open to All Traffic) in New Lane to 
Hill Lane. Dr O’Kelly commented that due to a severe backlog and recent increase in the 
number of applications, it will “take years rather than months” before the matter is 
investigated. She agreed to forward relevant information  to the Parish Council in order 
that they and others can consider how to respond. It was noted that had contact details 
been put on the notice people could have accessed answers to their concerns. 
A question was raised about the poor condition of the road between East Harting and 
Nyewood, at Weeks Common and adjacent to Meadow Barn Farm. . It was suggested 
that the matter should be progressed by reporting it via the  
Love.WestSussex.gov.uk website 

 
  

257. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: None. 
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As the cold beginning to affect the Council and members of the public, it was at this point 
decided to move into the hall.  Head torches and wind-up lanterns from the Parish 
Emergency kit had to be used as lights.  

 

258. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

Dr O’Kelly, the County and District Councillor attended and had circulated a report prior to 

the meeting. The following points were raised in the meeting:   

• Rother Valley Way: A meeting had been held with the SDNPA officer to discuss 

the cycle path scheme, phase one of which is from Petersfield to Nyewood, along 

the railway alignment as much as possible. 

• Energy bill rebates: Council tax payers in bands A to D will receive a one-off 

payment of £150 to support households with their rising energy bills.  

 

259. Co-option of a new councillor for the Harting Ward  

The members considered four applications or the vacancy within the Harting ward of the 
Parish.  

Two of the councillors requested that voting should take place by secret ballot, all were in 

favour.  In the absence of the clerk, the count was carried out and scrutinised by ex-

Councillor Sheridan Bowman. 

The voting proceeded for two elimination rounds when Mr Olphert gained an absolute 

majority.  

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed: 

That Mr Alex Olphert would be co-opted and appointed as a member of Harting Parish 

Council. 

After signing the declaration of acceptance of office, Mr Olphert joined the meeting.  
  
The Chairman thanked all the candidates for taking part, saying that the next Parish council 

election is next year, and hoped they would continue to  be interested  in joining the  

Council.  In the meantime he hoped they would consider ways of helping it undertake its 

work.  He also thanked Sheridan Bowman for her help in ensuring the voting process ran 

smoothly.  

 

260. 5 Park cottages- damage to fencing panels from tree falling from the Warren  

As a result of Storm Eunice in February 2022, a tree had fallen across the road from the 
Warren and the branches had damaged the fence panels at 5 Park Cottages, on the opposite 
side of the road. The residents subsequently notified the clerk and as the quoted repairs 
were £150, less than the insurance excess, the expenditure was agreed by the Chairman and 
RFO in accordance with section 4.1 of the Financial Regulations.  

 

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed:  

To agree to reimburse the residents of 5 Park Cottages, South Harting the sum of £150 for 

the repair and replacement of the fence panels damaged as a result of the tree falling from 

the Warren during Storm Eunice.  
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261. Grant application for new gates at War Memorial Playing Fields (WMPF) 

A grant application had been received from the WMPF to replace the main gates to the 

Field which are old. New gates would help to maintain the security and permitted access 

to the Field. The new gates are beyond the current finances available to WMPF. 

The following recommendations were proposed and agreed: 

i. That the Council consider a grant application from WMPF for a total sum of 

£3611.50 for the construction and fitting of new oak gates at the entrance to the 

War Memorial Playing Fields.  

ii. That the Council agrees to pay the agreed level of grant to the contractors for the 

construction and fitting of the new gates 

 

262. Tree Report  

An updated tree report was presented, which covered the following points: 

• Warren planting days: In spite of several cancelled planting days due to adverse 

weather, planting days were organised during February and March, with support 

from several local volunteers, SDNPA Rangers and the Council’s woodland 

advisor, Petra Billings.  Around 4,700 saplings were planted, and 1,000 seedlings 

identified and protected. 

• Vandalism in the Warren: Sadly, there have been three  recent incidents of 

vandalism impacting some 30 saplings. 

• Storm Damage: The storm damage in February brought down a number of 

mature beech trees.  

• Onward management: The emphasis going forward is to protect the new 

plantings with regular working party visits. 

 

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed: 

To note the report 

 

263. Sole Trustee – War Memorial Playing Fields (WMPF) and Harting Community Hall 
(HCH)  
The Parish Council had previously indicated it would be amenable to an approach to 
become the Sole Trustee for either or both of the charities.  
Following separate meetings, the WMPF committee decided to retain the present 
arrangements regarding the charitable status of WMPF.  
The HCH Trustees passed a resolution to formally ask Harting Parish Council to become 
the Sole Managing Trustee. The members agreed to this request. 
It was agreed that the members of the Working Group formed to ensure a smooth 
transition of responsibilities would be the Chairman, vice-chairman and clerk.  

 
The following recommendations were proposed and agreed: 

i. To note the trustees for the War Memorial Playing Field have agreed to leave the 
present arrangements regarding the charitable status of the War Memorial 
Playing Fields 

ii. To note the trustees for the Harting Community Hall have passed a resolution to ask 
Harting Parish Council to become its Sole Trustee and that anticipated costs for 
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legal advice and guidance in the region of £2k will be met from the Parish Council 
grant held in reserve. 

iii. The Council agreed to become Sole Trustee for Harting Community Hall 
iv. The Council agreed that a Working Group is formed to work with the current trustees 

of the Hall and ACRE to ensure a smooth transition.  
 

264. Registration of the Freehold of Harting Community Hall  

In September 2021 the Council received advice from Surrey Hills solicitors in relation to 

the future management of Harting Community Hall. As part of this advice, it was noted 

that the freehold to the Community Hall was not registered with the Land Registry, and 

it would be good practice to ensure this was done. 

 

The following recommendations was proposed and agreed: 

i. That the Council agree to proceed with the registration of the freehold of Harting 

Community Hall  

ii. That Surrey Hills solicitors are appointed to act on behalf of the Council at a cost of 

£825 plus VAT and disbursements 

 

265. Highways and Byways Advisory Committee (HABAC) 

The minutes of the HABAC meeting held on 5 April 2022 were circulated and noted.  
The members discussed the potential Community Highways Scheme and the fact that 
applications are considered more favourably if the Parish Council is able to pledge an 
amount towards the cost of the project. As the Council had already purchased the car 
park to ensure a crossing would be possible, it was proposed a further £15k should be 
made available.  
The following recommendation was proposed and agreed: 
That an amount of £15k should be pledged as the Harting Parish Council contribution for 
the potential Community Highways Scheme 

 
266. Refurbishment of Victorian Water pump in The Street, South Harting 
At its meeting on 20 January 2022 the Council agreed that the refurbishment of the Victorian 

water pump in The Street would be an ideal project to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 

2022. Five contractors were approached, although only one responded with a quotation.  

The Council was asked to consider the recommendation to accept the quotation from Sussex 

Stonecroft for £4897, which included the cleaning of two wall plaques on the Old School walls 

at a cost of £152 each.  After discussion a counter proposal was made to defer the work until 

there had been research to find out whether grants and other sources of finance were 

available.  On putting this proposal to the vote, it was carried by 5 votes to four with one 

abstention. It was felt that the plaque cleaning could be done on a voluntary basis 

The following proposals were agreed:  
i) The refurbishment of the Victorian Water pump should be deferred until further 

information regarding the availability of grants is investigated.  
ii) Further investigations should be done regarding alternative quotations. 
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267. Annual Parish Meeting (APM)- 5 May 2022  

The arrangements for the APM on 5 May 2022 were underway with local clubs, societies 

and charities being invited to attend and provide information about their activities and 

to encourage parishioners to sign up. A household leaflet was being prepared to 

advertise both the Jubilee weekend events and the APM, this will be delivered in the 

week beginning 25 April 2022.  

As well as the formal business of the meeting it is hoped the local Police Community 

Support Officer will be in attendance.  

The Traffic Working Group will also be able to highlight the proposed Community 

Highways Scheme and gauge public support and views.  

 

The following recommendations were proposed and agreed: 

i. To note the report 

ii. To agree a sum of up to £150 to cover leaflet printing, refreshments and any 

other expenses that may occur in relation to the Annual Parish Meeting.  

 
 
 

 

268. Finance 
268.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 

Undisclosed Clerk and RFO Salary 1259.35 
M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting 338.40 
Chichester District Council Litter and dog bins – annual fee 594.67 
West Sussex ALC Limited Annual WSALC & NALC subscriptions 435.30 
K&R Power Removal of footpath lights 170.00 
Gavin Porteous Replacement of damaged fence 

panels 
150.00 

JRB Enterprise Ltd Dog waste bags 165.54 
Charity Accounting Associates 
Ltd 

Quarterly payroll charge 27.00 

Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription 14.39 
 
268.2. It was agreed that Mrs Bramley and Mr Shaxson would authorise the April  

online payments. 

268.3. There was no income to note for April 2022.  

 

269. Bank Reconciliation for April 2022 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council then signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. 

 

270. Bank balance as of 31 March 2022 £64, 930.65 
Noted. 
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271. Budget statement to 31 March 2022 
Noted. 
 

272. Planning Committee 

The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 17 March 2022 were noted. 

 

273. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives 

Items concerning WMPF and HCH had been covered earlier in the meeting and reported 

in these minutes. No other matters to report. 

 

274. Correspondence 

There had been correspondence covering the notices in New Lane. This is explained in 

item 256 above. 

 

275. Clerk’s report 

The report was noted 

 

276. Items for future meetings  

Availability of grants for the Jubilee Pump 

 

277. Date of next meeting: The next meeting (Annual meeting of the Parish Council) would 
be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 19 May 2022 at Harting Community Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 

 

 

 

 


