


HARTING PARISH COUNCIL	
Minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held at 6.00 pm on Wednesday 8 June 2022
The meeting was held via Zoom video link.

Present: Mr Bonner (Chairman), Mrs Bramley, Mr Miller and Mr Shaxson.

In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk

1. Apologies for Absence: Mrs Gaterell and Mr Palmer.

2. Declarations of Interest: None

3. Minutes from Meeting held on 3 March 2022
The minutes were agreed by the members and will be signed in due course.

4. Internal Audit 
The members noted that the Internal Audit had been completed by Mulberry and co. with no major concerns. The Annual audit report had been marked with a ‘no’ under sections M and N as the dates for the notice of public rights had been incorrectly stated for the year ending March 2021. This in turn means the Council will need to answer ‘no’ to section 4 of the Annual Governance Statement when it is considered at the Council meeting on 16 June 2022.

5. Annual Statements and Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR)returns 2020/21 The members considered the AGAR and the associated accounting statements and agreed they should be presented to the Council on 16 June 2022 for approval.  
See Appendix A for the following documents: 
· Budget Statement to 31 March 2022
· Income and Expenditure Statement to 31 March 2022
· Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2022
· Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2022
· AGAR returns for the year ending 31 March 2022
· Notice of public rights
The following proposal was agreed:
The members agreed to report to the Council that have considered the annual accounting statements and recommend them for adoption. 



6. Insurance
The Parish Council pays three insurance policies per annum: 
i. Council insurance and public liability 
ii. Harting Community Hall (paid as grants on behalf of the Trustees who review the Insurance requirements each year) 
iii. War Memorial Playing Fields (paid as grants on behalf of the Trustees who review the Insurance requirements each year) 
All schedules have been reviewed at time of renewal during the year and will be further reviewed as they become due.   
It was noted that Came & Co have been taken over by Gallagher and the service has not been very satisfactory. It was agreed it would be a good idea to consider alternative brokers when the policies are due for renewal.
The following proposals were agreed:
i. That the committee agree to recommend to the Council that an alternate insurance broker should be considered as and when insurance policies become due. 
ii. that the Committee agree to report to the Council that the insurance schedules for the Council, Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Fields have been reviewed.   

7. Review of Finance Committee Terms of Reference
The members reviewed the Finance Committee Terms of Reference and the following amendments were suggested:
· That the wording in Section 2, bullet point 1, should be changed to read “contribute to a business plan to be led by the Aims and Objectives Advisory Committee, for approval by the Council.
· In Section 6, bullet point 1, to remove reference to the H&S Policy and Risk Management Strategy as this is now the responsibility of the Aims and Objectives Advisory Committee (AOAC)
· To remove Section 6, bullet point 3, as this is now the responsibility of the AOAC.

The following proposal was agreed:
The members agree the amendments and that the revised Finance Committee Terms of Reference should be reported to the Council for approval
8. Financial Regulations
The Financial Regulations were reviewed, and it was considered that no amendments were necessary.   
The following proposal was agreed:
The members agreed to report to the Council that the Financial Regulations have been reviewed.

9. Budget process 2023/2024
The budget will need to be prepared by the Finance Committee in sufficient time to be considered at the full Council meeting in December 2022. 
Each committee is asked to provide a breakdown of proposed projects for the forthcoming financial year. The information is then collated along with the other standard costs and the annual budget requirement and precept request is agreed. 
It was agreed that the clerk would contact the various committees and ask them to provide budget requests for the financial year 2023/24 by 30 September 2022. 
[bookmark: _Hlk529258046]
12. Staff and Council subscriptions 
There are currently three subscriptions paid to WSALC, NALC and SLCC. These subscriptions are necessary to the Parish Council as the associations provide useful advice and information. 
 
The following proposal was agreed:
The members agreed to report to the Council that they agree the subscriptions should be retained at the current level .

13. Items for the next meeting
2023/24 budget
Precept requirement for 2023/24
Grants for 2023/24

14. Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be arranged for October 2022, details to be arranged. 
The meeting closed at 6.30pm
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Harting Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2022

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27 
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)
	NOTICE

	

1. Date of announcement         Friday 17 June 2022
2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review. 
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2022, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

(b) 	Trish Walker, Clerk and RFO
	The Old Post Office, South Harting, Petersfield, Hants. GU31 5PU
	Tel: 07787 651701

commencing on (c) _   Monday 20 June 2022_____________________ 


and ending on (d) ___Friday 29 July 2022 ___________________ 
[the 30th working day after (c) above]

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

· The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and
· The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is:
Moore (Ref RD/hd)                                   [image: Shape

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
Rutland House, 
Minerva Business Park, 
Lynch Wood, 
Peterborough
PE2 6PZ
5. This announcement is made by Trish Walker
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