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  HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at Harting Community Hall  

on Thursday 16 June 2022 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mr Bonner, Mrs Bramley, Mrs Curran, Mrs Dawson, Mrs Gaterell, 
Mrs Martin, Mr Miller, Mr Olphert and Mr Palmer. 
Dr O’Kelly also attended in her role as County and District Councillor. 
 
In attendance; Trish Walker, Parish Clerk.  
 
There were two members of public in attendance. 
 
 
50. Apologies for absence: None. 

 
51. Declarations of Interest: Mrs Gaterell as a Trustee of the Harting War Memorial Playing 

Field.  
 
52. Minutes from Meeting held on 19 May 2022. 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 May 2022 were agreed and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
 

53. Questions from the Public:  
A member of the public raised continued concerns about the works carried out in the 
Warren and suggested the area was now overstocked, the paths were in the wrong 
place, the gates were wrong and the correct permissions for the felling licences had not 
been met.  He stated that the onsite meeting to discuss the concerns with the clerk and 
some of the Councillors had been a failure.  
The member of public also raised concerns about 7 tree stumps that had been left in 
South Gardens, as a result of the felling in 2019, and suggested they may be a health and 
safety concern.  
The Chairman and Vice Chair responded to confirm this was a long-standing issue and 
although they  noted the concerns of the member of public, professional advice had been 
taken throughout the works and restoration and there was little that could be changed 
since the work was undertaken two years ago. It was noted advice was being sought 
about changing the operation of the catches on the deer fencing gates. 
The Clerk confirmed that the correct permissions had been gained for the felling licence.  
The 7 tree stumps will be assessed in due course.  

 
54. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: The Chair confirmed that Eroica Britannia, the 

cycling event due to take place across the area on 6-7 August 2022, had been cancelled 

due to ‘a number of commercial, logistical and support chain’ challenges.  
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55. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

Dr O’Kelly, the County and District Councillor attended and had circulated a report prior to 

the meeting. The following points were raised in the meeting:   

• The importance of the Household Support Fund (HSF) administered by WSCC. 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/supporting-

local-communities/community-hub-covid-19/   

• Ukraine support – it was noted that new hosts may need to be found to take 

over from the current hosts once the initial 6 month period is up.    

• Chichester DC has not signed up to the Connected Kerb partnership therefore 

none of the Council owned car parks will be included in the scheme.  

• Drop-in session – 11 July 2022 from 10.30-12.30 in the Grange Centre, Midhurst. 

 

56. East Harting phone box  

Mr Sibley, a resident of East Harting attended the meeting and presented the proposal 
to refurbishment the East Harting phone box. The intention had initially been to request 
part funding from the Parish Council, however, there has been an amazing response 
from the local community in East Harting and sufficient pledges had been received to 
cover the cost of the works. The local community were keen to retain the phone box and 
will most likely use it as an information sharing point.  
The Parish Council, as owners of the phone box, gave permission for the work to go 
ahead. The Council will contract the work and pay the contractor directly.  This will then 
be offset against donations received from the local community.  Quotes had been 
received from two contractors and the preferred quote was from Ralph Restorations at 
a cost of £3575.00. 
The Chair commented on the report and thanked those involved in putting it together.  

Mr Olphert joined the meeting at 8pm. 

The following recommendations were proposed and agreed:  

i. To note the report 

ii. To agree that the East Harting phone box should be refurbished at a cost of 
£3575.00 by Ralph Restorations 

iii. To note the cost of refurbishment will be covered by pledges from members of the 
East Harting community 

 

57. Internal audit 2021/22  

The Council noted that the Internal Audit had been completed by Mulberry & Co 
without any issues. 
The Annual audit report had been marked with a ‘no’ under sections M and N as the 

dates for the notice of public rights had been incorrectly stated for the year ending 

March 2021.  

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed: 

To note the completion of the Internal Audit for 2021/22 

 

 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/supporting-local-communities/community-hub-covid-19/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/supporting-local-communities/community-hub-covid-19/
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58. Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR) statement 2021/22   

The statement had been circulated to members in advance of the meeting. The 

members reviewed the responses to the questions read out by the Chairman and agreed 

the response to all the statements. The responses were all agreed as ‘yes’ with the 

exception of section 4 which was marked ‘no’. This was because the dates for the notice 

of public rights had been incorrectly stated for the year ending March 2021.   

The clerk and the Chairman signed and dated the Governance Statement. 

 

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed:  

that the Council approves the Annual Governance Statement for 2021/22 

 

59. Accounting statements 2021/22  

The accounting statements had been circulated to the members in advance of the 
meeting. The Chairman proposed that the Accounting Statement for 2021/22 should be 
approved and the Annual Return submitted to the external auditor.  
The members agreed and the RFO and Chairman signed and dated the Accounting 
Statement. 
 
The following recommendation was proposed and agreed:  

that the Council approves the Accounting Statements for 2021/22 

 

60. Notice of public rights and publication of unaudited Annual Governance and 

Accountability statement    

The members noted that the unaudited AGAR and the notice of public rights would be 
published and the 30 working days of inspection would be set for the period 20 June 
2022 to 29 July 2022. 
 
The following recommendation was proposed and agreed: 

To note that the period for the public inspection of the accounts for the year ending 31  

March 2022 will be from 20 June 2022 to 29 July 2022. 

 

61. Casual vacancy   

Mr Shaxson noted the resignation of Mr Johnson-Hill and thanked him for his long 
service and knowledgeable support to the Council during his time as a parish councillor.    
The public notification of the vacancy was sent to the Elections Department at 
Chichester District Council on 31 May 2022. If there is no call for an election within 14 
days of this notice, the Council will be able to fill the vacancy by co-option.   
The vacancy will be advertised via the Parish Magazine, Parish Council website and 

noticeboards. Candidates will be invited to attend the Parish Council meeting on 21 July 

2022 where the co-option can be considered.  

 

The following recommendation was proposed was agreed:  

To note the report 
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62. Graffiti tags  

There had been an increasing incidence of graffiti tags appearing in the region of South 

Gardens and the Warren.  They ranged from permanent markings to stickers and have 

appeared on signage, play equipment and on the gates and fencing in the Warren. An 

effort had been made to remove the tags when they appear. It is not known at this stage 

what these signs are indicating, but the situation had been notified to the PCSO who had 

contacted local secondary schools to see if any of the tags are recognised.  

The clerk confirmed that following a Facebook post about the problem one of the 

perpetrators had come to light and had cleaned some of the graffiti. The problem will be 

monitored and reported to a future meeting.  

 

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed:  

To note the report 

 

63. Traffic Working Group update  

Mr Palmer gave a verbal update to the meeting. The Traffic Working Group had met and 

the draft Community Highways Scheme (CHS) application had been discussed. The 

second draft was underway with the final deadline for applications being 31 July 2022.  

It was noted that the crossings proposed for South Gardens, the Petersfield road and 

North lane junction would be classed as designated crossing points rather than 

pedestrian crossings as they will not have lights.  

Data is being collected from the SID (Speed Indicator Device) to support the application.   

 

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed:  

To note the report 

 

64. Break in at the War Memorial Playing Field (WMPF) Pavilion Store 

The WMPF Pavilion Store was broken into on 6 June 2022, it is believed in the early 
hours. The door security locks and hasps were broken off and the Allett Shaver 24 
mower was stolen, along with three 10 litre petrol cans. The cost of the stolen goods is 
summarised as:  
Mower  £6780.00 
Petrol cans £38.40 
In addition, as there was damage to the external electrical board, an electrician is 
estimating the damage and cost of repairs.  
The burglary has been reported to the police and the Trustees are in contact with the 
insurance company.  
Replacement locks and hasp have been purchased and fitted to secure the building.   
 

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed:  

To note the report 

 

65. Freedom of Information Act 2000  

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 was reviewed and agreed. 

66. Data Protection Policy  
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The Data Protection Policy was reviewed and agreed. 

 

67. Complaints Procedure 

The Complaints procedure was reviewed and agreed. 

 

68. IT Security policy for councillors   

The IT Security policy for councillors was reviewed and with the amendment of some 

minor typos was agreed. 

 

69. IT Security policy for staff  

The IT Security policy for staff was reviewed and agreed. 

 

70. Finance 

70.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 

 

Undisclosed Clerk and RFO Salary  1,313.35  

HMRC  Tax and NI contributions  456.39  

War Memorial Playing Fields  Lengthsman  160.00  

Mulberry & Co Internal Audit 2021-22  216.00  

Marcus Wells Fencing Ltd Repair of fencing by the brook  870.00  

Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription  14.39  

Mark Welby  Tree survey of Warren & South Gardens  660.00  

Mark Welby  Tree survey of WMPF  276.00  

M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting  362.88  
Hindley Treecare Removal of dangerous tree over highway 640.00 

 

70.2. It was agreed that Mrs Bramley and Mrs Gaterell would authorise the June 

online payments. 

70.3. There was no income to note for May 2022. 

70.4.  

71. Bank Reconciliation for June 2022 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council then signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. 

 

72. Bank balance as of 31 May 2022    £94,068.80 

Noted. 
73. To note the budget statement to 31 May 2022 

Noted 

 

74. Planning Committee 

The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 19 May 2022 were noted. 

75. Finance – The unconfirmed minutes of the Finance Committee held on 8 June 2022 

were noted and the following recommendations were proposed and agreed:  
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i. That the Council agree an alternate insurance broker should be considered as and 

when insurance policies become due.  

ii. To note the insurance schedules for the Council, Community Hall and the War 

Memorial Playing Fields have been reviewed.    

iii. To note the Terms of Reference for the Finance Committee have been reviewed by 

that Committee and it is recommended the following changes are made: 

a. That the wording in Section 2, bullet point 1, should be changed to read 

“contribute to a business plan to be led by the Aims and Objectives 

Advisory Committee, for approval by the Council”. 

b. That the reference to H&S Policy and Risk Management Strategy in Section 

6, bullet point 1, is removed as this is now the responsibility of the Aims and 

Objectives Advisory Committee. 

c. That Section 6, bullet point 3, is removed as this is now the responsibility of 

the Aims and Objectives Committee. 

iv. That the Financial Regulations have been reviewed. 

v. That the Council’s subscriptions to NALC, WSALC and the Clerk’s membership to 

SLCC should be retained at the current level.  

76. Feedback from War Memorial Playing Field (WMPF) and Harting Community Hall 
(HCH) representatives 
WMPF 
The WMPF AGM was taking place the same night as the Council meeting, so the 
representatives were unable to attend the AGM. The WMPF representative asked for 
confirmation that the allocation of the grant for the gates agreed at the April Council 
meeting would not prejudice the usual request for grant funding. It was agreed this was 
the case and the trustees would need to request further grant funding when needed.  
 HCH 

It was reported that HCH were carrying on as usual pending the changes to make the 

Council the sole trustee. The AGM is due to take place in a couple of weeks’ time.  

 

77. Correspondence 

A letter, including comments from Tim Slaney, Director of Planning at SDNPA, had been 

circulated by a member of public to the councillors in relation to the tree works in the 

Warren. The Clerk had contacted Mr Slaney and invited him to meet at the Warren to 

discuss the issues; no response had been received at the time of the meeting. The 

councillors were very concerned about aspects of the letter and noted that the Council 

had not been approached to comment before Tim Slaney wrote.  

 

 

 

 

78. Clerk’s report 
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The report was considered, and it was noted the Tree Survey had been undertaken and 

other than a dangerous tree overhanging the highway, there is not a considerable 

amount of work to be undertaken.  

The Olphert family were thanked for their help in constructing and lighting the Beacon 

on Harting Down for the Platinum Jubilee. The event was well attended with about 200 

people on site. 

It was noted that the brook fence had finally been repaired.  

 

79. Items for future meetings  

Availability of grants for the Jubilee Pump 

Grant application from Henry Warren Hall 

Harting Community Hall 

 

80. Date of next meeting: The next meeting would be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 21 July 
2022 at Harting Community Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 

 

 

 

 


