
 

 

HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee (HABAC) 
held at 6.00pm on Wednesday 7 September 2022. 

The meeting was held via Zoom video link. 

 

Present: Anthony Palmer (AP)(Chair), Sheila Bramley (SBR), John Miller (JM) and Andrew 

Shaxson (AS).  

Nigel Johnson Hill (NJH), Vicky Maxwell Davies (VMD) and Alex Olphert (AO) also attended 

the meeting. 

 

In attendance: Trish Walker (TW), Parish Clerk.   

 

1. Apologies for absence: Penny Curran (PC) 

  

2. Declarations of Interest:  None. 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting on 5 April 2022: The minutes were agreed as a true record and 
will be signed in due course. 

 

4. Co-option of Mr Johnson Hill to HABAC 

Prior to his resignation from the Council in May 2022, Mr Johnson Hill was responsible for 

footpaths in the Parish. It was felt that his knowledge and experience would benefit 

HABAC and it was agreed that he would be co-opted as a member to the committee.  

The following proposal was agreed:  

That Nigel Johnson Hill should be co-opted as a member of the Highways and Byways 

Advisory Committee. 

 

5. Matters arising 
5.1. The large 30mph signs leading into South Harting from the west had been repaired 

by WSCC. It is hoped the 30mph signs on the road leading from the south will be 
moved, if the Community Highways Scheme application is successful.  

5.2. The broken ‘South Harting’ signs sited on North Lane have been reported to 
LoveWestSussex.  

 
6. Review of Terms of Reference 

The Terms of Reference were reviewed, and it was agreed some details regarding the 

membership of the committee should be revised.   

The following proposals were agreed: 

i. That the committee should recommend to the Council that the wording in the 

second sentence of section 7 should be changed to read "The Chairman 

and Vice-Chairman of HPC are ex-offico members, and there shall be at 

least three other councillors appointed by HPC" 

ii. That the committee should recommend to the Council that the wording in the 

final sentence of section 7 Section 7 should be changed to read "The 

maximum membership will be ten." 



 

 

 

7. Footpaths 
7.1. Ash trees by Brook footpath 

WSCC have taken responsibility for the ash trees running alongside the footpath 

leading from the Street to the School. They are in the process of appointing a 

contractor to fell the trees. The contractors will need to access the land of the 

adjacent landowner to carry out the felling, this will be restricted as the ground there 

becomes very wet in the winter months.  

7.2. Other footpaths 

It was agreed a move to reinstate the footpath over Torberry Hill would be very 

unlikely to succeed so it was agreed to leave this.  

There are quite a few footpaths that are overgrown at the moment, it is the 

responsibility of WSCC to keep them clear but it has stopped asking parish councils 

which need attention.  It was noted that FP844 in the Warren is overgrown at the 

moment. There is a group of locals who monitor footpaths and report to NJH if there 

are any issues.  

 

8. Highways/Traffic Working Group 

8.1. Community Highways Scheme (CHS) 

The Traffic Working Group had pulled together the application for the CHS and it had 

been submitted at the end of July. The applications will be assessed in Autumn and 

the group is hopeful for a positive outcome. All those involved in the application were 

thanked for their input.  

8.2. CIL bid for South Gardens crossing 

The Council’s bid for £25k to install a crossing to South Gardens was due to be 

considered by South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) the following day. If this 

application were successful it would add a further £15k to the £25k already pledged 

by the Council for the CHS.  

8.3. South Harting Stores bicycle parking 

Since the CHS application had been submitted, a suggestion had been made to install 

an area to park bicycles opposite the shop. The shop owner is keen for this to happen. 

The land is owned by WSCC, so they would need to give permission. This will 

potentially be added to the CHS, if successful.  

It was suggested that SDNPA may be willing to provide some funds for this as they 

are keep to promote cycling.  

8.4. Hurst road speed limit in liaison with Buriton PC and HCC 

AS has been liaising with Buriton PC who have in turn been talking to Hampshire 

County Council officers to raise concerns about the safety of the stretch of road, 

B2146 from Stanbridge Farm to Hurst Farm. Some of this stretch is also the 

responsibility of WSCC, so joint communication and working will be necessary.  

The members felt this was a very important issue and that the Council should be 

asked to make a formal resolution to progress this.  

The following proposal was agreed: 



 

 

That the committee should recommend that the Council agree to liaise with Buriton 

Parish Council to approach Hampshire County Council and West Sussex County 

Council to request an extension of the 40 mph speed limit zone, and any other traffic 

calming measures that might be needed, further eastwards to the region of Hurst 

Cottage. 

 

9. Flooding/drainage/gulleys/grips  
9.1. French drain – Petersfield Road 

A member of the public had raised concerns about the state of the french 
drain, this remains an issue. 
 

9.2. Top priority gulleys to be reported via Love West Sussex 
There has been a change of personnel at WSCC Highways and now having previously 

asked for a priority list of gulleys needing clearing, they are asking that each gulley is 

logged separately on LoveWestSussex. 

TW will co-ordinate and report back to HABAC. Members are asked to provide the 

gulley details to TW for reporting.  

It was noted that some gulleys in East Harting may self cleanse now the pond has 

been cleared. AS has agreed to monitor this.  

 
9.3. East Harting flood pond and East Harting Street. 

AO was thanked for the considerable amount of work he had undertaken 
clearing the pond at East Harting. The pond is now filling with water and the 
ducks are returning.  

 

10. Hedges 

AP had put an article in the September magazine urging parishioners to cut their hedges.  

There are known problems with hedges in North Lane. AO will speak with the land agent 

to see if something can be done. AO confirmed that he regularly cuts hedges in places, 

with the landowner’s permission.  

Any problem hedges should be noted and AP or AS are happy to contact the owners.  

 

11. Fingerposts 

It was agreed there was no necessary work required at this time.  

 

12. Potential Budget request for 2023-24 

There were no known budget requirements at this stage. It was possible a small amount 

might be needed for fingerposts, but this would be included in the standard 

maintenance budget.  

 

13. Any other business  

Having observed the meeting VMD and OA confirmed they would be interested in 

becoming members of HABAC.  

The following proposal was agreed: 



 

 

That the committee should recommend to the Council that Vicky Maxwell Davies and 
Alex Olphert become members of the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee 
 

 

14. Items for next meeting 

None at this stage. 

 

15. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4 January 2023 at 6pm via Zoom. 

 

 


