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  HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at Harting Village Hall  

On Thursday 20 October 2022 at 7.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mr Bonner, Mrs Bramley, Mrs Curran, Mrs Dawson, Mrs Gaterell, 
Mrs Martin, Mr Miller, Mr Olphert and Mr Palmer. 
Dr O’Kelly also attended in her role as County and District Councillor. 
 
In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk.  
 
There were three members of public in attendance. 
 
Ahead of the meeting two of the War Memorial Playing Field  (WMPF) trustees gave a 

presentation to the Council to outline their vision for the pavilion. The current building had 

been built in the early 1950’s and was now starting to deteriorate and show signs of its age. 

The Trustees have concluded that it would be beneficial to the community to look at options 

to rebuild the pavilion, thereby making it more attractive to potential users and sports clubs.  

Plans had been drawn up two years previously but progress had halted, in part due to the 

Covid pandemic, and no further action was taken. The costings from that time have been 

revised and it seems, given the large increase in building costs, that the rebuild would cost 

in the region of £150k-£200k. This would include clearance of the site and replacement  with 

a pre-constructed building with a slightly bigger footprint than previously.  

The Trustees will be looking to apply for a variety of grants as well as setting up a network of 

community fund raisers to organise local fund raising events.  

The Trustees also announced that a local landowner had given permission for a permissive 

footpath to be created on their land running from the end of Cow Lane to the Playing Fields.  

The Chair thanked the Trustees for their presentation and agreed the new permissive path 

would be a welcome improvement.  

 
144. Apologies for absence: Mrs Maxwell Davies. 

 
145. Declarations of Interest: Mrs Gaterell and Mr Olphert in agenda item 7 as 

representatives of the War Memorial Playing Field 
 
146. Minutes from Meeting held on 26 September 2022. 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 26 September 2022 were 
agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  
 

147. Questions from the Public: A member of the public raised concerns about the wording 
of the Community Highways Scheme application, submitted to WSCC in July 2022, and 
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asked if it had been approved by all the councillors. They also suggested the introduction 
of unmarked pedestrian crossings to South Gardens would be dangerous.  
The Vice Chair confirmed the application had been agreed by all the councillors and that 
the wording used in the application was there to highlight the areas of the community 
that would particularly benefit from the crossing, this question was posed as part of the 
application. The Chair of the Highways and Byways Committee then confirmed the final 
decision for all the aspects of the Scheme, if accepted, would be decided and delivered by 
WSCC as they have the expertise and knowledge in this area. 
The member of the public went on to raise concerns about the overgrown paths in the 
Warren. 
The Chair confirmed the paths were ultimately the responsibility of WSCC, however 
volunteer working parties would be meeting to weed and clear during the following week 
and invited the member of public to join the group.  

 
148. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: None. 

 

149. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

Dr O’Kelly, the County and District Councillor had circulated a report ahead of the 

meeting. It was noted that her next Drop-in session was in the White Hart on 24 October 

from 10.30-12.30.  
A councillor raised the issue of the twelve applications, made by the Open Spaces 

Society, for BOATS (Byway Open to All Traffic) that have been submitted in West Sussex 

part of the SDNPA, two of which are in the Harting Parish. There is local concerns about 

the safety and state of the paths if these applications are successful. Dr O’Kelly 

confirmed that WSCC have a backlog at the moment and these are unlikely to be 

considered until 2025.  

 

150. War Memorial Playing Field (WMPF) Pavilion  

Further to the presentation given by the Trustees ahead of the meeting, it was noted the 

pavilion is in a dilapidated state and in need of renovation. Plans had been drawn up 

some years ago but were not taken forward, they are now out of date. A recent estimate 

indicates a cost of £150k-£200k.  

The Trustees will be looking at various grants and fund raising initiatives over the coming 

months and years but feel it would be sensible to submit a grant application for money 

from the Community Infrastructure Levy administered by the South Downs National 

Park. The deadline for applications for the financial year 2023-24 is 31 January  2023.  

The Trustees felt it would be preferable for the application to be made in the name of 

the Parish Council and the councillors were asked to consider this proposal and after 

some discussion all were in favour.  

The following recommendations were proposed and agreed:  

i. To note the report 

ii. To agree that the Parish Council, with input from the War Memorial Playing Fields, 

will be willing to submit a Community Infrastructure Levy application to South 

Downs National Park for a project to redevelop the pavilion.    
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151. Annual Parish Meeting 2023  

The Annual Parish Meeting (APM) has to be held between 1 March and 30 June in each 

year. However, as there are local elections on 4 May 2023 the 6 week period of purdah 

preceding this time means the APM will have to be held ahead of 23 March 2023. 

It was agreed the APM should be based on format used in 2022 and after considering 

the availability for the Hall, it was agreed the date should be set for Wednesday 1 March 

2023. 

 

The following recommendation was proposed and agreed:  
That the Annual Parish Meeting in 2023 will be held on Wednesday 1 March. 
 

152. Cost of Living Crisis – Warm Hubs  

There was a great deal of discussion about the potential and need to set up a ‘Warm 

Hub’ in the parish. It was felt there was no immediate need identified and also the 

logistics to provide a suitable place along with the necessary personnel to oversee the 

sessions were complicated.  

It was noted there is provision within the Emergency Plan to set up a Hub at short notice 

if the need arises, and the finance required for this could be agreed by the clerk, Chair 

and Finance Committee Chair.  

After discussion the following recommendations were proposed and agreed: 

i. To note the report 
ii. That the Council agreed that it would not set up or enable a ‘Warm Hub’ project 

in the Parish at this point.  
 

153. Tree Works Quotes  
Two quotes for the tree works in the Warren and South Gardens had been received but 
as they were  very different, it was agreed that a third quote would be sought to help 
clarify the situation.   
The following recommendation was proposed and made: 
That the Council agree to obtain a third quote and bring to the November Council 
meeting. 
 

154. Community Hall Insurance – Fixed rate for three years 
Gallagher, the insurance broker for the Hall had offered a three-year fixed insurance rate 
of £1721.64. The members agreed the Council should sign up to a three year deal.  
However, it was noted the Hall Trustees had arranged for the hall to be revalued, this 
indicated the building insurance cover would need to increase from £750k to 
£1.2million. The Clerk would contact the insurers to request the new premium, based on 
this change.  
The following recommendation was proposed and agreed: 
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That the Council agreed to sign up to the three year fixed rate of insurance and that 
authority would be delegated to the Clerk, Chair and Chair of Finance authorise payment 
of the uplifted premium.  
 

155. Coronation of King Charles III - 6 May 2023   
The councillors had a general discussion about possible celebrations to mark the 
Coronation of King Charles III, due to take place on 6 May 2023.  
It was agreed community events were desirable but the format of them would need 
discussion in the coming months. The aim was to agreed a sum to be included in the 
2023-24 budget, and this was set at £5k.  
The following recommendation was proposed and agreed:  
That the Council discussed potential options for a parish event to celebrate the 
Coronation of King Charles III and agree that £5k should be included in the forthcoming 
budget calculations.  
 

156. Finance 

 

156.1. It was proposed and agreed that the following payments should be made: 

Undisclosed Clerk and RFO Salary 1,289.17   

Parish Council Websites Annual website hosting and maintenance  280.00  
Clarity Accounting Associates 
Limited 

Payroll August to October 2022  27.00  

Gallagher Harting Community Hall insurance  1,721.64  
Trish Walker Monthly zoom subscription  14.39  
M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting  181.44  
Mulberry & Co Mid year Internal audit  214.02  
War Memorial Playing Field Lengthsman 158.50 
Wonderful windows & 
conservatories Ltd 

Pavilion windows deposit - Grant  1,350.00  

Mr A Christie Annual Allotment rent  25.00  
Petersfield Citizens Advice Bureau Donation - S137  300.00  

Harting Parochial Church Council Burial Grant  200.00  
Harting Congregational Church Burial Grant  200.00  
Mr A Shaxson Chairman’s Allowance 200.00 

St John’s Ambulance Defibrillator and casing - Grant 1668.00 

Debra Harknett-Godfree Hall Bookkeeping 67.50 

 

156.2. It was agreed that Mrs Bramley and Mrs Gaterell would authorise the October 

online payments. 

156.3. The income for September was noted. 

2nd instalment precept  £27,417.00 

WMPF Insurance settlement £5,076.50 
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157. Bank Reconciliation for October 2022 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council then signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. 

158. Bank balance as of 30 September 2022    £105,934.85. It was noted that £36k was 

earmarked) 

159. To note the budget statement to 30 September 2022 

Noted 

160. Planning Committee 

The minutes of the Planning Committees held on 26 September 2022 were noted. 

161. Feedback from War Memorial Playing Field (WMPF) and Harting Community Hall 
(HCH) representatives 
WMPF 
There were no updates. 
 HCH 

There were no updates.   

 

162. Correspondence 

Harting CAN (Climate Action Network) – communication from the  

Henry Warren Club – a letter of thanks in relation to the grants for the chairs, table and 

defibrillator. 

Bequest from Laura Bristol – it was noted with gratitude that the Council would be 

receiving a bequest of £3k in due course.  

 

163. Clerk’s report 

Noted. 

 

164. Items for future meetings  

Budget and Precept  
Harting Community Hall – Sole Trustee 
Restoration of water pump 
Coronation 
 

165. Date of next meeting: The next meeting would be held at 7.30pm on Thursday 17 
November 2022 at Harting Community Hall 

 
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 
 


