
         MEETING OF HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

You are hereby summoned to a Meeting of Harting Parish Council to be held  

at Harting Community Hall on 

Thursday 15 June 2023 at 7.30pm 

 

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

Trish Walker 

Clerk to Harting Parish Council     Published 11 June 2023 

 

Harting CAN (Climate Action Network) will give a short presentation ahead of the meeting 

updating the council on their activities to date as well as discuss how they hope to further 

collaborate with the Parish Council and local residents with their future plans. 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes - to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 May 2023. 

4. Questions from the Public (limited to 15 minutes in total) This provides an opportunity for members 

of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting except by special invitation of the 

Chairman) to ask questions for up to 3 minutes, raising concerns or making comments on matters affecting 

Harting parish. No decision can be taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide to refer any 

matters raised for further consideration. 

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

6. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

7. Co-option of two new councillors to the Harting Ward (see supporting document for 

briefing note) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To consider the co-option and appointment of two new councillors for the Harting Ward 

8. Internal Audit 2022/23 (see supporting document for briefing note and report) 

The following recommendation is made: 

To note the completion of the Internal Audit for 2022/23 

9. Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR) statement 2022/23 (see supporting 

document for briefing note and statement)  

The following recommendation is made:  

that the Council approves the Annual Governance Statement for 2022/23 

10. Accounting statements 2022/23 (see supporting document for briefing note and 

statement)  

The following recommendation is made:  

that the Council approves the Accounting Statements for 2022/223 

11. Notice of public rights and publication of unaudited Annual Governance and 

Accountability statement (see supporting document for briefing note)  

The following recommendation is made: 



To note that the period for the public inspection of the accounts for the year ending 31 

March 2023 will be from 19 June 2023 to 28 July 2023. 

12. South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Local Plan Review – Parish Priority 

Statement 

The following recommendations are made: 

i. That the Council agree that, in the absence of a Neighbourhood Development 

Plan, a Parish Priority Statement should be completed to feed into the SDNPA 

Local Plan Review 

ii. That a Working Group should be set up to lead this process and bring 

recommendations back to the Council 

13. Election of representatives to the SDNPA Board 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the ballot paper for the election of representatives to the 

SDNPA Board and agrees to vote for up to two candidates. 

14. Review of Council policies 

14.1. Freedom of Information Act 2000 (attached) 

14.2. Data Protection Policy (attached) 

14.3. Complaints procedure (attached) 

14.4. IT Security policy for councillors  (attached) 

14.5. IT Security policy for staff (attached) 

The following recommendation is made:  

That the Council reviews the Freedom of Information, Data Protection, Complaints, IT 

security for councillors and IT security for staff policies. 

 

15. Finance  

15.1. To approve expenditure for June 2023 

Trish Walker Clerk and RFO Salary  1,418.71  

HMRC  Tax and NI contributions  398.64  

Mulberry & Co Internal Audit 2022-23  162.00  

Clarity Accounting Associates Ltd Quarterly payroll charge  27.00  

M H Kennedy & Sons Ltd Grass cutting  322.94  

15.2. To agree the two banking signatories to authorise the online payments for June 

2023. 

15.3. To note income for May 2023.  

None 

15.4. To note that the bank reconciliation for June 2023 has been scrutinised and 

signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the 

Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations 

15.5. To note the bank balance as of 31 May 2023 - £97,884.87 (earmarked funds 

£41.3k) 

15.6. To note the budget statement to 31 May 2023 (attached) 

16. Planning -  To note the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 18 May 2023. 

17. Finance – To note the unconfirmed minutes of the Finance Committee (attached) held 

on 6 June 2023 and approve the following recommendations:  



i. To note the insurance schedules for the Council, Community Hall and the War 

Memorial Playing Fields have been reviewed.    

ii. To note the Terms of Reference for the Finance Committee have been reviewed by 

that Committee and it is recommended the following changes are made: 

a. That the words “to review risk assessments” in Section 2, bullet point 2, 
should be removed.  

iii. That the Financial Regulations have been reviewed. 

iv. That the Council’s subscriptions to NALC, WSALC and the Clerk’s membership to SLCC 

should be retained at the current level.  

18. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives (verbal reports) 

19. Correspondence   

20. Clerks report – (attached) 

21. Items for future meetings  
Committee membership 
Restoration of water pump 

South Downs Local Plan review and Parish Statement 

Public bins – increase in number 

22. Date of next meeting – Parish Council Meeting 20 July 2023 at Harting Community Hall 

at 7.30pm. 
 

 

 

 



Supporting Documents 15 June 2023 

 

Agenda Item 7 – Co-option of a two councillors for the Harting Ward  
Briefing Note 

As a result of the uncontested election on 4 May 2023, the Council has two vacancies that can be filled by 

co-option.  Co-options must be made by 22 June 2023 otherwise the Casual Vacancy process will need to 

be followed. 

Potential candidates have been asked to provide the clerk with a short resumé. The details of any potential 

candidates will be circulated to the councillors and consideration of the vacancy and a vote will be taken at 

the Council meeting on 15 June 2023.  

 

The successful candidates must receive an absolute majority vote from the councillors present at the 

meeting. With three candidates, this would mean one must receive more votes than the other two 

combined in order to be successful in the first round of voting. When this is not the case (e.g. 4, 3 and 1), 

the name of the person having the least number of votes is struck off the list and a fresh vote is taken.  

 

A tie in votes may be settled by the casting vote exercisable by the chairman of the meeting.  

 

In accordance with Standing Orders, voting is by a show of hands unless two councillors request that it be 

by secret ballot.  

 

The following recommendation is made: 

To consider the co-option and appointment of two new councillors for the Harting Ward 

 

Agenda Item 8 - Internal Audit 2022/23 
Briefing Note 

The Internal Audit was completed by Mulberry & Co on 2 May 2023. The Annual Internal Audit Report is 

copied below and the full audit report can be accessed by clicking here   

Harting PC - final 

internal audit report 2022
 



 



Agenda Items 9,10 & 11 – Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR) 

Briefing Note 

Each year authorities have to complete an Annual Governance and Accountability return prior to 

External Audit (copied below) 

This completed return includes:  

 

a) Annual Internal Audit report – see agenda item 8 above. 

b) Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement – the systems of internal control are reviewed and 

agreed by the full Council. This process has to be carried out at the meeting with the questions 

being read out by the Chairman. Once agreed, the document is signed by the Chairman and the 

clerk, dated and the minute number added.  

c) Section 2 – Accounting Statements – these are also agreed by the full Council, following the 

completion of Section 1. The statement is signed by the Chairman and the RFO. The figures on 

this statement are generated from the Balance Sheet, Income and Expenditure, Budget 

Statement and the Bank reconciliation.  

d) Section 3 – External Auditor Report – this is completed by Moore, the external auditors,  

following submission of the above forms along with a bank reconciliation and the notice of 

significant variations.  

e) Notice of Public Rights - Once the AGAR is approved by the Council the notice of public rights to 

view the accounts can be stated and the unaudited AGAR is published on the Council website 

for a period of 30 working days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



Harting Parish Council 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL 

GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2023 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE 
 

 

1. Date of announcement               Friday 16 June 2023 a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external 

auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As 

it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that review.  

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit 

relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made 

available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2023, these documents will be available on 

reasonable notice by application to: 

 

(b)  Trish Walker, Clerk and RFO 

 The Old Post Office, South Harting, Petersfield, Hants. GU31 5PU 

 Tel: 01730 825201 

 

commencing on (c) _    Monday 19 June 2023_____________________  

 

 

and ending on (d) ___Friday 28 July 2023 ___________________  

[the 30th working day after (c) above] 

 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 

 

 The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and 

 The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could either make a 

public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice of an 

objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority. 

 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the above dates only. 

 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the Local Audit and 

Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed 

auditor is: 

Moore (Ref AP/HD)                                    

Rutland House  

Minerva Business Park  

Lynch Wood  

Peterborough 

PE2 6PZ 

 

 

5. This announcement is made by (e) Trish Walker 

 

 

  



 

Agenda Item 12 –South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Local Plan 

Review – Parish Priority Statement 

Parish Councils within the National Park have been invited to prepare Parish Priority Statements (PPS) 

setting out the principal needs and prevailing views of the local community, these would be used in the 

preparation of the Local Plan Review and decisions on policy development, land allocation and 

designations.  

The Plans are simpler than Neighbourhood Development Plans. 

A copy of an example PPS for a fictional parish council can be accessed via the link below. 

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2023/05/GreenvilleParishPriorityStatement_Example.pdf 

The process to complete a PPS would involve public consultation and engagement.  

Completed PPS need to be returned to SDNPA by 20 October 2023. 

 The following recommendations are made: 

i. That the Council agree that, in the absence of a Neighbourhood Development Plan, a Parish Priority 

Statement should be completed to feed into the SDNPA Local Plan Review 

ii. That a Working Group should be set up to lead this process and bring recommendations back to the 

Council 
 

Agenda Item 13 – Election of representatives to the SDNPA Board 

The SDNPA election of parish representatives has gone to election. Each town and parish council is asked to consider 

the ballot paper and associated candidate statements (see below) and vote for up to two candidates.   

CANDIDATE NAME 

You may vote for up to 2 (two) candidates VOTE 

HERE 

  

Aylesbury, Alun  

  

Bennett, Theresa  

  

Hewlett, Patricia  

  

Mansfield, Paul  

  

Mote, Jane   

  

Morgan-Grenville, Roger  

  

Nyfield, Sue  

  

Shaxson, Andrew  

  

Watts, Richard  



 



  



The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the ballot paper for the election of representatives to the SDNPA Board and 

agrees to vote for up to two candidates. 

 



 

 

                          Clerk’s Reports - Harting Parish Council –15 June 2023 

Agenda Item 20 

 

Items raised at previous meetings: 

 

Topic/Date first 

raised 

 

Item Detail Action by Status 

HABAC 

November 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2023 – Min 285 

 

South Downs Safer Roads 

Task Force 

 

Broken South Harting sign 

in North Lane 

 

Flooding in South Harting 

 

Bike Racks 

 

 

 

 

WSCC 

 

 

 

 

AP & Clerk 

 

No further update 

 

 

Now repaired. 

 

Awaiting further information about the date for the 4 yearly gulley 

clearance.  

 

Liaison with White Hart and CDC about the ownership of the public 

toilets to request permission to fix the racks to the wall. Now confirmed 

building is on a long term lease to the White Hart. CDC are looking at the 

options and required permissions and further enquiries being made via 

District Councillor 

B2146 Hurst to 

Stanbridge  

Min 122 Sept 2022 

To investigate a joint cross 

boundary approach with 

Buriton PC to help improve 

the safety of the stretch of 

road.  

 

AS – Harting 

DJ - Buriton 

Cross boundary meeting arranged with Chairs of Harting and Buriton 

parish councils, WSCC and Hampshire Highways officers and County 

Councillors took place on 19 April 2023. There was discussion about 

the extension of the 40mph speed limit from Stanbridge Farm 

through Nursted Rocks. HCC’s policy does not allow this to happen, 
however the WSCC feel a TRO application could be made. 

landowners had indicated an agreement in principle to allow a new 

footpath to create a safe route away from the main road.  

 



POSAC/Woodland 

and Tree Sub 

committee 

(minute 172 – 

2022/23) 

Commission Management 

Plan for South Gardens 

Woodland & 

Tree Sub 

Committee 

(WTSC) 

Council agreed aims and objectives for the Plan.  

Petra Billings is unable to help with the South Gardens Management Plan 

due to other work commitments. Other ecologists are being approached 

for quotes. 

Traffic Working 

Group 

To consider the possibility 

of applying for a 

Community Highways 

Scheme (CHS) to improve 

safety for pedestrians and 

to reduce the speed of 

traffic in the village 

 Confirmation has been received that the CHS has been successful. 

Feasibility studies will be carried out between April-Sept 2023 with 

implementation in 2024/25. 

Traffic survey wires were located at various sites in South Harting, WSCC 

have confirmed these relate to the CHS. 

 

Sewage Discharge 

April 2023 – Min 283 

Continually high levels of 

sewage discharge from the 

treatment works at South 

Harting 

TW/AS/SBR Letter sent to Southern Water asking why the discharge levels are so 

high and what is being done to address this and if and how the planned 

expansion of the site will make a difference.  

Clerk has chased response and sent letter via customer services website 

too. No response as at 9 June 2023. 

 

Water Pump 

restoration 

June 2022  Village pump restoration project 

Information to be sought on potential grants and follow up further 

quotes. Local stone mason ha been approached and is happy to take a 

look and advice, they may or may not quote. 

Local stonemason has been asked if he is able to provide some advice on 

level of work recommended.  

Community Hall 

Freehold 

(Minute 264 

2021/22) 

To register the freehold of 

the Village with land 

registry.  

TW Awaiting confirmation of Land Registry.  

Charity Commission website has now been updated to show the Council 

as the Sole Trustee. 

Insurance Claim Claim from Hastings Direct 

for damage to a car from a 

tree falling from Council 

land on 28 February 2020 

TW A claim had been received from Hastings Direct, on behalf of a client, 

regarding alleged damage to a car from a tree falling from Council land in 

February 2020. Insurers maintain the Council is not at fault.  

 The statute of limitation is 7 years (injury 3 years) so the case cannot be 

fully closed until that time.  



Concrete bus shelter 

base 

May 2022 

The concrete base is 

breaking up and needs 

attention 

TW Contractor needed to make safe. 

South Downs Local 

Plan review 

Council feeding into Local 

Plan Review 

 Settlement Facilities Assessment – submitted 

Open Space Assessment – due 20 October 2023 

Parish Statements – due 20 October 2023 

See agenda item 12 

 

 Trish Walker - Clerk 


