HARTING PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at the Harting Community Hall,
South Harting on Thursday 18 April 2024 at 7.30pm.

Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mr Bonner, Mrs Bramley, Mrs Cormack, Mrs Hewetson, Mrs
Martin, Mr Miller, Mrs Maxwell Davies, Mr Olphert and Mr Palmer.

Mr Tim O’Kelly attended in his role as District Councillor and Dr Kate O’Kelly in her role as
County Councillor.

In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk.

There were no members of public in attendance.
272. Apologies for absence: Mrs Curran.

273. Declarations of Interest: None.

274. Minutes from Meeting held on 21 March 2024.
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 March 2024 were reviewed
and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

275. Questions from the Public:
None.

276. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: None.

277. Reports from the County and District Councillor
Dr O’Kelly, the County Councillor and Mr O’Kelly, the District Councillors, had circulated
reports prior to the meeting.
A question was raised about the status of the BOAT (byway open to all traffic)
application for the footpath leading south from New Lane. Dr O’Kelly confirmed there
was no further information and there were still many applications to be considered. She
confirmed that the Parish Council would be informed when it is to be considered; in the
meantime relevant information is being gathered by Mrs Tricia Newby.
Concerns were raised about the recent white lining work carried out on Elsted Road
roads as it appears to be quite haphazard. Dr O’Kelly confirmed she would make some
enquiries.
There were also discussions about the monthly limiting of visits to the Midhurst Utility
Tip. Mr O’Kelly confirmed 5 visits per month was standard elsewhere and seemed to be
sufficient. It was confirmed that the impact of this and other changes would be
watched, especially to monitor if there was an increase in fly-tipping.

278. Theft of oak gates from War Memorial Playing Field (WMPF)

1



The oak gates at the entrance to WMPF were stolen in the early hours of 31 March
2024. The top hinge was cut through. The theft was reported to the police and a crime
number had been allocated.

The Trustees secured the playing fields swiftly by installing a padlocked metal bar gate
and the Clerk had been in contact with the insurers and the claim had already been
settled. The Trustees will now consider various options to ensure the security of the area
in the future.

As a result of the insurance claim it had been discovered that the oak gates were not
fully insured, the schedule had unfortunately not been updated when the new gates
were installed in December 2022, the settlement was therefore £2184. However, the
replacement gates are unlikely to be oak as these appear to be a target for theft at the
current time. The insured amount for gates and fences remains unchanged pending the
Trustees’ decision on replacement gates, but the insured amounts for general contents,
and for mowers and machinery have been revised, resulting in an additional premium of
£50.28.

The following proposal was made and agreed:
To note the report.

279. Grassed area adjacent to the car park at Harting Community Hall (HCH)
The Chair of HCH had raised a concern, echoed by some local residents, about the state
of the grass area to the south of the hall car park. Unfortunately, cars appear to drive
over this area during busy times ie. school pick up. The recent wet had exacerbated the
problem. The members were asked to consider measures to improve this as the land is
owned by the Council.
The initial proposal was to place wooden posts along the grassed area to prevent vehicle
access, however after some discussion it was suggested that other measures might be
preferable which would enhance the area at the same time as protecting it. It was felt
that planting shrubs or trees might be a way forward and perhaps this could become a
more community based project.

The following proposal was made and agreed:

That the Council defer this matter and ask the Chair of Harting Community Hall to
consider some further measures, to be considered at a future meeting, to enhance the
area whilst protecting it from damage by vehicles

280. Online Safety and Cyber Security Presentation
An email had been received from Daniel Sykes (CISMP) Cyber Crime Protect and Prepare
Officer for the Surrey and Sussex Police. His role is to make communities Cyber Resilient
to reduce the changes of becoming a victim of Online Fraud and Cyber Crime. To do this
he is proposing a local presentation to local residents, councillors and council staff to
highlight the issues of Cyber Crime including areas such as Online Account Security,
Phishing Awareness, and Digital Footprints. The presentation would be free of charge,
the Council would just need to provide a venue.



The members agreed this would be a good opportunity and that an event should be
arranged. It was felt it would be of interest to residents and so the event should not
be a joint venture with other neighbouring councils.

The following proposals were made and agreed:
i.  That the Council agreed to take the opportunity to host an ‘Online Safety and Cyber
Security’ presentation for local residents provided by Surrey and Sussex Police
ii.  That the presentation would not be a joint venture with other local parish councils

281. SDNPA (South Down National Park Authority) Renewable Energy Survey
The SDNPA are working in conjunction with Land Use Consultants (LUC) to prepare a
Renewable Energy Survey which will assess submitted sites for renewable energy and
provide policy advice to support community and small scale energy proposals.
The Council had been identified as a key stakeholder and was invited to provide local
knowledge and feedback via an online study. It was noted the consultation was being
targeted to key stakeholders rather than the public.
Due to the tight timescale for responses which had to be received by 10 May 2024, the
Clerk had previously emailed councillors to suggest a Working Group should be formed
to ensure the survey could be completed to time. The members ratified this decision and
agreed that the Clerk, Mr Shaxson, Mrs Bramley and Mrs Hewetson should be members
of this group. The Working Group will use information gathered as part of the Parish
Priority Statement in December 2023 to draw up a response to the Renewable Energy
Survey.

The following proposals were made and agreed:
i. To ratify the decision made by email, due to the tight timescale for responses, to set up a

Working Group to consider the Council’s response to the Renewable Energy Survey

ii. that the Clerk, Mrs Hewetson, Mr Shaxson and Mrs Bramley would be members of the
Working Group

iii. That the Working Group will draw up a response to the Renewable Energy Survey based
on local knowledge and the recently submitted Parish Priority Statement and that
this will be agreed by members via email and ratified at the May Council meeting.

282. West Sussex Civility and Respect Survey
WSALC (West Sussex Association of Local Councils) had issued a survey asking councils if
they had signed up to the Civility and Respect Pledge and if not, why this was the case.
The Council had previously considered the Pledge in September 2022 and had felt there
were no real concerns in this area and no immediate need to sign up at that time.
The members discussed the current situation and felt it would be beneficial to
reconsider the Pledge again as many councils in the Chichester District were currently in
contact with the Monitoring Officer regarding problems.
It was agreed the WSALC survey should be completed to reflect this.

The following proposal was made and agreed:



That the Council agreed to take part in the West Sussex Association of Local Councils
Civility and Respect Pledge Survey and to indicate it would be willing to reconsider the

adoption of the Civility and Respect Pledge at a later date.

283. Finance

283.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made:

Undisclosed Clerk and RFO Salary 1,450.87
Debra Harknett-Godfree Hall bookkeeping 261.25
Chichester District Council Litter and dog bins - annual fee 728.83
West Sussex ALC Limited Annual WSALC & NALC subscriptions 517.79
Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription 15.59
Gallagher WMPF Insurance premium adjustment 50.28
MJ Visual Upgrade to hall audio - reserve HCH grant 1,335.60
M H Kennedy & Sons Ltd Grass cutting 193.76
War Memorial Playing Field Insurance claim 2184.00

283.2. It was agreed that Mrs Bramley and Mr Miller would authorise the April online
payments.
283.3. Bank Reconciliation for April 2024
It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the
Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council then signed the
reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations.
283.4. The income for April 2024 was noted:
£1000.00 Donation from Harting Society
£674.53 Bank interest
284. Bank balance as of 31 March 2024 - £90,186.65 (includes earmarked funds £49.5k.
285. Budget Statement to 31 March 2024
The final budget statement for the financial year was reviewed and it was noted the
spend had been within £50 of the budget.
286. Planning Committee
The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 21 March 2024 were noted.
287. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives
There were no verbal updates from the War Memorial Playing Field or Harting
Community Hall.
288. Correspondence
Mrs Bramley raised an item of correspondence she had received as Chair of the Planning
Committee regarding the recent planning permission in Elsted Road and whether the
developer could provide a car park, in the field to the west of the White Hart pub, to
offset the effect of the new buildings. Mrs Bramley had explained the land was not
owned by the developer so this would not be possible. However, the members agreed
that the need for additional car parking should be raised at the next Parish Council
meeting in May.
289. Clerk’s report



The report was noted. There was some discussion about the deteriorating state of the
BT phone box in The Street, South Harting. The Clerk will make contact with BT.

290. Items for future meetings
Car Parking
Annual Governance Accounting Report

291. Date of next meeting: The next meeting would be the Annual Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 16 May 2024 at the Harting Community Hall at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 8.54 pm.



