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  HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at Harting Community Hall 

on Thursday 20 June 2024 at 7.40 p.m. 

 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mrs Bramley, Mrs Cormack, Mrs Curran, Mrs Maxwell Davies, 
and Mr Palmer. 
Mr Tim O’Kelly attended in his role as District Councillor  
 
In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk.  
 
There were no members of public in attendance. 
 
53. Apologies for absence: Mr Bonner, Mrs Hewetson, Mrs Martin, Mr Miller, Mr Olphert 

and Dr O’Kelly (County Councillor). 
54. Declarations of Interest: None. 
55. Minutes from Meeting held on 16 May 2024. 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16 May 2024 were agreed and 
signed by the Chairman as a true record.  

56. Questions from the Public: None. 
57. Matters of Urgent Public Importance:  

The Chair raised a concern regarding the remains of the ash trees left, as monoliths, 

alongside the village footpath. There is no visible regrowth , amplifying our concern they 

will deteriorate and eventually fall on the path and/or neighbouring properties. WSCC 

had previously confirmed they would check them annually. It was agreed the clerk 

would contact WSCC for an update and to also again highlight the issues of the poplar 

trees alongside the B2146.  

58. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

Mr O’Kelly had circulated reports ahead of the meeting, there were no issues raised.  

59. Internal Audit 2023/24  

The Council noted that the Internal Audit had been completed by Mulberry & Co 
without any issues. 
The following proposal was made and agreed: 

To note the completion of the Internal Audit for 2023/24 

60. Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR) statement 2023/24  
The statement had been circulated to members in advance of the meeting and 

considered by the Finance Committee. The members reviewed the responses to the 

questions read out by the Chairman and agreed the response to all the statements. The 

responses were all agreed as ‘yes’.  

The clerk and the Chairman signed and dated the Governance Statement. 
The following proposal was made and agreed:  
that the Council approves the Annual Governance Statement for 2023/24 

61. Accounting statements 2023/24  
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The accounting statements had been circulated to the members in advance of the 
meeting, the considered by the Finance Committee. The Chairman proposed that the 
Accounting Statement for 2023/24 should be approved and the Annual Return 
submitted to the external auditor.  
The members agreed and the Chairman signed and dated the Accounting Statement. 
The following proposal was made and agreed:  
that the Council approves the Accounting Statements for 2023/24 

62. Notice of public rights and publication of unaudited Annual Governance and 
Accountability statement  
The members noted that the unaudited AGAR and the notice of public rights would be 
published and the 30 working days of inspection would be set for the period 24 June 
2024 to 2 August 2024. 
The following proposal was made and agreed: 

To note that the period for the public inspection of the accounts for the year ending 31 

March 2023 will be from 24 June 2024 to 2 August 2024. 

63. Car Parking in South Harting  

On 18 June 2024 the Chair, Vice Chair, Chair of HABAC and the clerk met with Nat 
Belderson, the Principal Planning Link Officer for South Downs National Park Authority. 
The purpose of this meeting was to consider the options for car parking from the 
planning perspective. Mr Belderson confirmed he would check if there were any issues 
that might exclude any potential areas.     
The following proposal was made and agreed:  

To note the report. 

64. Tree Works Quotes  
At the time of the meeting only one quote had been received. It was agreed this item 
should be deferred until further quotes had been received.  

65. Defibrillator grants application outcomes 

At its meeting in November 2023 the Council agreed the clerk should proceed with two 
grant applications to investigate potential funding for defibrillators for the disused 
phone boxes in East and West Harting. If successful the local residents would then be 
canvassed to see if there was a desire to have the defibrillators.  
Applications were made to the DHSC (Department of Health and Social Care) and the 
British Heart Foundation (BHF).  
Responses have now been received and confirm the Council has not been successful in 
its bids. The DHSC had 1900 units available and they have now been allocated, it was 
hoped the scheme may be extended however the general election means this may not 
be the case for some time. The BHF had reviewed that application against a set of 
criteria to ensure the defibrillators went to the areas in greatest need, Harting did not fit 
these criteria.  
In addition to this the clerk had received correspondence from the Community Hall and 
War Memorial Playing Field committees about the overall management of the 
defibrillators in the village as well as the need to publicise them. It was noted this would 
be brought to a future Council meeting when the defibrillator cover for the whole parish 
could be considered. 
The following proposal was made and agreed: 

to note the report 
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66. Grassed area adjacent to the car park at Harting Community Hall (HCH)  

At its meeting in April 2024 the Council considered a request from the Chair of HCH to 
place wooden posts along the grassed area adjacent to the car park at the Community 
Hall to prevent vehicle driving across that area.   
The members considered the request but felt other measures, such as planting trees or 
shrubs, might be preferable and may help to enhance the area as well. After further with 
the Chair of HCH an alternative type of smaller wooden posts was suggested.  
After some discussion it was agreed the wooden posts were still not favoured and that 

some form of planting might be a better option. However, it was also noted the grassed 

area was now looking in a good state and the problems had abated over the last few 

months. It was agreed to defer the matter and see if the situation arises again.  

The following proposal was made and agreed: 

That the Council considered measures to protect grassed areas alongside the Hall 

carpark and agreed to defer the decision to see if the situation continues.  

67. HCH – Bats and ridge tile repairs 

A bat survey had recently been carried out at the Community Hall, as part of the solar 

panel planning application, and discovered bats had been accessing the roof space via a 

dislodged ridge tile. The tile was hanging dangerously over the path and so that area had 

to be secured and scaffolding erected to allow the builder and the bat surveyor to access 

the area. Fortunately, when the site was inspected there were no bats in place and the 

repairs could be carried out immediately. A local builder was used to carry out the work 

as there was a need to replace the slipping tile as soon as possible.   

The HCH Management Committee requested the cost of the works, estimated to be up 
to £1100 + vat, should be offset against the grant held in reserve. 
The following proposal was made and agreed: 

That the Council agreed to gift the cost of the replacement of the ridge tile and 
scaffolding costs associated with the necessary repairs and bat survey work carried out 
by Ridgeline Roofing Ltd at a cost of up to £1100 + vat and that this should be offset 
against the Parish Council grant held in reserve 

68. HCH - Online document storage 

HCH Management Committee had been looking for secure online storage solutions for 

necessary documents. As the Council is Sole Trustee for HCH it is feasible to use the 

Teams set up within Office 365 to create a secure online storage area for the group.  

The access to this group can be restricted to the HCH Management Committee and the 

clerk. There is no additional cost to the Council.  

It was agreed this option should be offered to HCH.  

The following proposal was made and agreed:  

To agree that a ‘Team’ should be set up within the Parish Council Office 365 application 

to allow for online storage of the Harting Community Hall documents and that this will 

only be accessible by the Hall Management Committee members and the clerk.  

69. Freedom of Information Act 2000  

The Freedom of Information policy was reviewed and agreed. 

70. Data Protection Policy 

The Data Protection policy was reviewed and agreed 
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71. Complaints procedure  

The Complaints policy was reviewed and agreed. 

72. IT Security policy for councillors   

The IT Security policy for councillors was reviewed and agreed. 

73. IT Security policy for staff  

The IT Security policy for staff was reviewed and agreed. 

74. Finance 
74.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 

Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary - June 1,504.87 
HMRC  Tax and NI contributions  406.44  
M H Kennedy & Sons Ltd Grass cutting - April  420.00  
M H Kennedy & Sons Ltd Grass cutting - May  420.00  
Harting War Memorial Playing Field Lengthsman  192.00  
Trish Walker Expenses April to June 2024  167.69  

 
74.2. It was agreed that Mrs Bramley and Mrs Curran would authorise the June 

online payments. 

74.3. There was no income for May 2024. 

74.4. Bank Reconciliation for June 2024 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations. 

75. Bank balance as of 31 May 2024  -  £106,013.24 (earmarked funds £49.5k) 

76. Planning Committee 

The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 16 May 2024 were noted. 

77. Finance  

the minutes of the Finance Committee held on 3 June 2024 were noted and the 

following proposals were made and agreed: 

i. to note the Terms of Reference for the Finance Committee had been reviewed and it 

was agreed that Item 8 of the Finance Committee Terms of Reference should be  

removed.   

ii. that the subscriptions to NALC, WSALC and the Clerk’s membership to SLCC should be 
retained at the current level. 

iii. that the Council approve a movement of £2.1k from the “grants” budget to the 
“admin” budget in relation to the new combined insurance policy for the Council 
and the Community Hall.  

78. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives 

HCH – no update 

WMPF – no update. A committee meeting was said to have been held recently, but the 

Council had not been made aware of it.  

79. Correspondence 

There had been no correspondence other than regular items and those already included 

in the main agenda.  

80. Clerk’s report 

The report was noted. 
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81. Items for future meetings  

Restoration of water pump 
Car parking 

82. Date of next meeting: The next meeting would be held on Thursday 18 July 2024 at 
7.30pm in Harting Community Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 

 

 

 

 


