MEETING OF HARTING PARISH COUNCIL

You are hereby summoned to a Meeting of Harting Parish Council to be held at

Harting Community Hall on
Thursday 18 July 2024 at 7.30pm

The Press and Public are welcome to attend.

Trish Walker

Clerk to Harting Parish Council Published 14 July 2024
AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

2. Declarations of Interest

3. Minutes - to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 June 2024.

4. Questions from the Public (limited to 15 minutes in total) This provides an opportunity for members

o

of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting except by special invitation of the
Chairman) to ask questions for up to 3 minutes, raising concerns or making comments on matters affecting
Harting parish. No decision can be taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide to refer any
matters raised for further consideration.

Matters of Urgent Public Importance - raised with consent of the Chairman.

Reports from the County and District Councillor

. Tree Works Quotes (to follow)

The following recommendation is made:
That the Council agree to appoint a contractor to carry out the tree works in the Warren
and South Gardens arising from the Tree Survey.
South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Local Plan Review Survey (see
supporting document)
The following recommendations are made:
i. To agree that the Local Plan Review survey should be completed
ii. To confirm who will draft the comments ready for review by the Council
iii. To agree to move the date of the September Council meeting to 12 September 2024
to ensure comments can be agreed and submitted ahead of the deadline on 18
September 2024
iv. To agree to promote the youth survey element of the SDNPA review via the Council
website and the village Facebook page
Operation Watershed (see supporting document)
The following recommendations are made:

i. that the Council agree to make an application, with the aid of WSCC, for an
Operation Watershed grant in respect of the area to the west of the
Congregational Church and in Hurst

ii. that the Council note, if the application is successful, three quotes will be requested
from WSCC approved contractors

iii. that, if the value of works exceeds £60k (including vat), the tender process will not be
followed as WSCC will be funding the project in full and will be in the best position
to judge if best value has been achieved



10. Road closures for Uppark sewage system upgrade (see supporting document)
The following recommendations are made:
i. to note the report
ii. to consider any actions or comments regarding the planned closure of the stretch of
road between the B2141/B2146 junction and South Harting from 5 — 27 August 2024
and between the B2141/B2146 junction and Uppark from 12 September -31 October
2024.
11. Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting (see supporting document)
The following recommendation is made:
To note the report
12. Deposit account
The following recommendations are made:
i. To agree a provider for a further deposit account
ii. To agree the signatories for that account should reflect the signatories on the Unity
Trust Bank mandate
13. Review of Council policies
13.1. Media and Press (attached)
13.2. Correspondence Policy (attached)
13.3. Retention Policy (attached)
13.4. Grants Policy (attached)
13.5. Metal Detecting Policy (attached)
The following recommendation is made:
That the Council reviews the Media and Press, Correspondence, Retention, Grants and

Metal Detecting policies.
14. Finance
14.1. To note approved payments made ahead of the July 2024 meeting.
Ridgeline Roofing Ridge tile replacement - Hall grant 1,104.00
14.2. To approve expenditure for July 2024
Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary - July 1450.87
Mulberry Local Authority Services Ltd | Charity & Trustee Management Course x2 108.00
Clarity Accounting Associates Limited | Payroll May to Jul 2024 27.00
Trish Walker Monthly zoom subscription 15.59
Trish Walker SLCC membership fee 188.00
Playsafety Limited Annual play area inspection fee 206.40

14.3. To agree the two banking signatories to authorise the online payments for July

2024.
14.4. To note income for June 2024.
Unity Trust Bank Quarterly interest 717.14

Gallagher Refund of insurance premium 852.34




15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
. Confidential item — Car Parking

21

14.5. To note that the bank reconciliation for July 2024 has been scrutinised and
signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the
Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations

14.6. To note the bank balance as of 30 June 2024 - £103,349.72 (earmarked funds
£49.5k)

14.7. To note the budget statement to 30 June 2024 (attached)

Planning - To note the minutes of the Planning Committees held on 20 June 2024
Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives (verbal reports)
Correspondence (see supporting document)

Clerks report (attached)

Items for future meetings

SDNPA Local Plan Review survey

Restoration of water pump

Car parking

Date of next meeting — To be confirmed depending on outcome of agenda item 8

As the publicity of this item might be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the
confidential nature of the business to be transacted it is likely that the press and public
will be excluded during consideration of this agenda item, under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s2.



Supporting Documents 18 July 2024

Agenda Item 7 — Tree works quotes (information to follow)

Agenda Item 8 — South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Local Plan Review Survey
The following correspondence, in blue italics below, has been received from SDNPA.

We have begun work on reviewing the South Downs Local Plan to make sure it’s up to date and addresses important
issues including nature recovery, climate change and supporting local communities to thrive.

From 8 July to 16 September, we are undertaking an early participation stage on the Local Plan Review by inviting
feedback on the scope of the review and how people would like to be involved in preparing the new Local Plan.
There are three project documents we are inviting comments on at this stage:

e Project Initiation Document (PID) — this defines the scope and issues for the plan, the resources needed to
deliver it and the risks associated with the project.

e Local Development Scheme (LDS) — this includes a timetable for the preparation and adoption of the Local
Plan.

o Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) — this sets out how we will consult with all stakeholders,
including local communities, business, and public bodies, on planning matters. We are proposing changes to
the SCI on how we consult on draft plans, including key principles and introducing the preparation of bespoke
‘Community Involvement Plans’ for separate planning policy consultations.

These documents are available to view and comment on at: https://sdnpalocalplanreview.commonplace.is/ Here you
can also complete the Local Plan Review survey. This asks for feedback on the scope of the Local Plan Review and
what important issues it should address. We are also seeking feedback on the National Park Vision 2050, which will
be considered as part of the Partnership Management Review later this year.

There is also a “youth survey” for 13 to 25-year-olds, with the chance to enter a prize draw for a £50 gift voucher.
We anticipate that the formal (Regulation 18) consultation on the Local Plan Review will begin early next year.

The following recommendations are made:
i. To agree that the Local Plan Review survey should be completed
ii. To confirm who will draft the comments ready for review by the Council
iii. To agree to move the date of the September Council meeting to 12 September 2024 to ensure
comments can be agreed and submitted ahead of the deadline on 18 September 2024
iv. To agree to promote the youth survey element of the SDNPA review via the Council website and the
village Facebook page

Agenda Items 9 — Operation Watershed
Briefing Note
At its meeting in November 2023 the Council agreed to investigate an Operation Watershed application to
try to alleviate the most severe flooding problems in the parish.
These investigations have resulted in two proposed scopes being designed by Landbuild, one for the area
along the B2146 to the west of the Congregational Church in South Harting and the other for the area at
Hurst. Copies of the plans are attached. WSCC have advised that both scopes should be included in one
application.
The plans are engineer led and will need to be agreed by the WSCC. The Operation Watershed application
process is as follows:

e Scopes to be agreed and submitted to WSCC for approval

e WSCC consider the application for approval




e Scopes sent out for quotes to WSCC approved contractors. An attempt should be made to gather 3
quotes but this may not be possible due to the expertise needed for the works

e The cost of the works is unknown at this stage. The Financial Regulations state that any works
estimated to be over the value of £60k (including vat) should be put out for formal tender.
However, if the application is successful the cost will be covered by WSCC who will also assess
value for money. The tender system will therefore not be applicable.

e quotes passed to WSCC to check for value for money

e WSCC release funds to Parish Council (the vat cost will not be included as this can be reclaimed by
the Parish Council)

e contractor appointed and works commence

e Parish Council pays the contractor

The Operation Watershed application process is very swift once plans have been drawn up and it is likely, if
successful, that the Council will receive the funds sometime in the autumn. It is necessary to progress this
project as speedily as possible to try and alleviate some of the problems before the wetter winter weather
setsin.

The following recommendations are made:
i. that the Council agree to make an application, with the aid of WSCC, for an Operation Watershed grant
in respect of the area to the west of the Congregational Church and in Hurst
ii. that the Council note, if the application is successful, three quotes will be requested from WSCC
approved contractors
iii. that, if the value of works exceeds £60k (including vat), the tender process will not be followed as WSCC
will be funding the project in full and will be in the best position to judge if best value has been
achieved

Agenda Items 10 — Road closures for Uppark sewage system upgrade
The General Manager of Uppark has sent some residents a letter outlining the works to join the Uppark
sewage system to the South Harting system, it is assumed this letter will be sent to all residents.
The work will involve laying pipes along the B2146 from Uppark into South Harting, this will be carried
out in two phases and will result in the following road closures:

Phase1 B2146/B2141 junction to South Harting from 5 to 23-27 August 2024
Phase 2 B2146/B2141 junction to Uppark from 12 Sept to 24-31 October 2024

More detail can be seen on the WSCC roadworks map copied below.
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The closures are thought to be full road closures rather than managing traffic via lights.

The General Manager of Uppark has been invited to the Parish Council meeting to give a short
presentation about the works and in order to address any questions and concerns from the public. No
response had been received at the time the agenda was issued.

The following recommendations are made:
i. to note the report
ii. to consider any actions or comments regarding the planned closure of the stretch of road between
the B2141/B2146 junction and South Harting from 5 — 27 August 2024 and between the
B2141/B2146 junction and Uppark from 12 September -31 October 2024.

Agenda Item 11 — Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting

At 10.30am on Thursday 27t June 2024, two heavy goods vehicles that were travelling too fast met in the
narrows between the Coach House and No 1 Brookside Cottages. The southbound one hit the roadside
wall of 1 Brookside, and whilst it initially looked as if the damage was relatively superficial, cracks in various
parts of the house and the fact that the front door wouldn’t shut properly led to the owner getting it
checked by a structural engineer and then an insurance adjustor. They concluded that a large part of the
building had been moved by the collision.

Consequently, the Grade Il listed house will have to be largely reconstructed, at considerable cost. This will
entail the granting of listed building consent before any work can be done. In the meantime, the priority is
to protect the damaged building, to which end scaffolding, and netting to catch any debris falling from it,
will be erected in the road. As the result the road will be narrowed to one lane, and traffic lights will be
required. Depending on the size of the scaffolding a width restriction might have to be put in place. At
present the time-scale through to completion of the reconstruction is unclear but it is very likely that the
scaffolding and traffic lights will be in place for at least 8 months.

When the reconstruction is complete, and if no changes are made either to the highway or the
unrestricted use of the B 2146 through the church narrows the house will remain vulnerable to being hit
again. It should be noted that since 2016 it has been hit on at least 4 previous occasions. Whilst the
problems caused by the ‘church narrows’ are long standing, it takes an incident like this to ram home the
need to thoroughly investigate the situation. What can be done about it? This agenda item has been
submitted for your information and to put the outline details in the public domain and minuted. Itis an
issue that must be addressed with some urgency.

The following recommendation is made:
To note the report

Agenda Item 12 — Deposit Account

At its meeting in May 2024 the Council agreed to open a 35-day saver account with the Nationwide bank to
secure any funds in the Unity Trust Bank account over the FSCS guarantee limit of £85k.

Unfortunately, the following day Nationwide stopped accepting any new applications for business accounts
and this situation has not changed to date.

The members are asked to reconsider the previous decision in light of this new information and to agree to
open an alternative deposit account. It is important that any funds deposited are not The possible accounts
are detailed below:



Cambridge 5year fixed | £10,000 No withdrawal 4.3% Yes
and Counties rate business before end of
bond issue term.
Ba_nk 36 Payment into
account only from
PC current
account,
withdrawals only
by transfer to PC
current account
Redwood 35 day £10,000 Payment into 3.75% Yes
business account only from
Ba—nk Issue 10 PC current
account,
withdrawals only
by transfer to PC
current account
95 day £10,000 As above 4.45% Yes
business
Issue 16
CCLA Public Sector | £25,000 Payment into 5.23% No Share based so
- Deposit Thereafter | account only from | average may be risk to
Fund £5k per PC current yield initial
additional | account, investment.
investment | withdrawals only Low risk.
by transfer to PC
current account.
Management fees
will apply.
Local £25,000 Long term 5.16% No Share based so
Authorities Thereafter | investment—5 average may be risk to
Property £10k per years yield initial
Fund additional | Management fees investment.
investment | will apply. Low to medium
As above. risk

The following recommendations are made:
i. To agree a provider for a further deposit account
ii. To agree the signatories for that account should reflect the signatories on the Unity Trust Bank
mandate

Agenda Item 17 — Correspondence

Sent/Rcd

Correspondents

Details

Sent

Landowners of black
poplar trees north of
B2146, west of South
Harting

WSCC

Following further drop of branch from one of the black poplars 8
July 2024 the clerk wrote to landowners and WSCC the following
day to highlight concerns about the safety of the black poplar
trees. No response received at time of agenda publication.




Agenda Item 18

Items raised at previous meetings:

Clerk’s Reports - Harting Parish Council —18 July 2024

Operation Watershed
Applications

Gulley clearance

Flooding signage

Topic/Date first Item Detail Action by Status
raised
Dec 2023 - Min 171 Flooding Clerk, HABAC

Meeting with Landbuild to look at area west of the Congregational Church in South
Harting and at the area in Hurst. Scopes received. See agenda item 9.

Drain Working Group have been actively clearing gulleys in the central village and
North Lane which seems to have made a difference in the heavy rains. WSCC seem to
have directed DrainLine appear to clear gulleys in the village. Clerk is trying to find out
more information, no further information from WSCC by 13 June 2024.

WSCC suggest advice needs to be given from Highways as signage can be an
obstruction. Initial response from WSCC to confirm passing to another department for
comment.

Speedwatch
November 2020

Speedwatch

Clerk

Speedwatch registration complete.

Volunteers are registering and carrying out initial training. 30 original volunteers of
which 12 trained, 6 now not available. The remainder are being sent a letter to ask if
still interested, otherwise the next stage of training will be set up.

Group training to be arranged by police when online training complete.

Equipment to be purchased.




B2146 Hurst to To investigate a joint cross | AS — Harting Cross boundary meeting arranged with Chairs of Harting and Buriton parish councils,
Stanbridge boundary approach with DJ - Buriton WSCC and Hampshire Highways officers and County Councillors took place on 19 April
Min 122 Sept 2022 Buriton PC to help improve 2023.
the safety of the stretch of Landowners had initially indicated an agreement in principle to allow a new footpath
road. to create a safe route away from the main road, however this may no longer be the
case. Further information is awaited.
POSAC/Woodland Commission Management | Woodland & Council agreed aims and objectives for the Plan.
and Tree Sub Plan for South Gardens Tree Sub Petra Billings is unable to help with the South Gardens Management Plan due to other
committee Committee work commitments. Other ecologists are being approached for quotes.
(minute 172 - (WTSC) Leaf off survey took place on 27 February 2024. Contractors have been asked to
2022/23) review works needed in the Warren and South Gardens and to provide quotes.
TRO application Apply for 40mph speed TW/AP Council agreed to make TRO application on 19 October 2023.
October 2023 restriction from Hampshire WSCC confirmed application now underway and locations for restriction zone have
Minute 148 Border to Hurst Farm been submitted. No further information as at 12 July 2024
Traffic Working To consider the possibility TRO for 20mph zone in South Harting and reduction of speed from the Petersfield
Group of applying for a Road is now out for public consultation, ending on 25 July 2024.
Community Highways The road space for the South Gardens crossing works has been planned for 11
Scheme (CHS) to improve November 2024 to 13 December 2024. The £25k grant from SDNPA should be
safety for pedestrians and released soon.
to reduce the speed of
traffic in the village
Sewage Discharge Continually high levels of TW/AS/SBR Letter sent to Southern Water asking why the discharge levels are so high and what is
April 2023 — Min 283 | sewage discharge from the being done to address this and if and how the planned expansion of the site will make
treatment works at South a difference.
Harting No response.
Water Pump June 2022 Village pump restoration project
restoration Information to be sought on potential grants and follow up further quotes. Local stone
mason had been approached and is happy to take a look and advice, they may or may
not quote.
Concrete bus shelter | The concrete base is TW Contractor needed to make safe.

base
May 2022

breaking up and needs
attention




Online Safety To organise free Online TW Daniel Sykes, Cyber Crime Protect and Prepare Officer from the Surrey and Sussex
Presentation Safety presentation by Police contacted to progress arrangements, potential meeting in autumn 2024.
April 2024 — Minute | Surrey and Sussex Police

280

Parish Council Setting up of Council ™ Council agreed to set up of Facebook page.

Facebook Page Facebook page to improve Clerk to progress when there is a suitable time to spend some time investigating.
October 2023 communication

Minute 152

Insurance Claim Claim from Hastings Direct | TW A claim had been received from Hastings Direct, on behalf of a client, regarding

for damage to a car from a
tree falling from Council
land on 28 February 2020

alleged damage to a car from a tree falling from Council land in February 2020.
Insurers maintain the Council is not at fault.

The statute of limitation is 7 years (injury 3 years) so the case cannot be fully closed
until that time.

Trish Walker - Clerk




