
HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held in  

 Harting Community Hall, South Harting 

at 6.30pm on Thursday 29 August 2024. 

 

Present:  Mrs Bramley (Chair), Mr Bonner, Mrs Curran, Mrs Hewetson, Mrs Martin, Mrs Maxwell 
Davies, Mr Miller and Mr Shaxson. 

 
In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk. 
 
29. Apologies for absence: None.  

 
30. Declarations of Interest: Mr Shaxson declared a non-prejudicial public service interest as a 

member of the SDNPA's planning committee.  
 
31. Members of the Public Present: There were 16 members of the public present. 
 
32. Minutes of the meeting on 15 August 2024: The minutes were agreed and signed. 
 
33. Matters of Urgent Public Importance:  

The Council had become aware, via concerned Nyewood residents, of an APNB (Agricultural 

Prior Notification of a Building) – SDNP/24/03389/APNB Field South West of Nyewood Lodge, 

Dumpford Lane, Nyewood. 

A previous application SDNP/24/02523/APNB had been refused.  

The members considered the application and the concerns received from local residents and 

agreed that, although the Council is not formally consulted on this type of application, there 

were reasons to submit a comment in this instance.  

The following comment was agreed:  

 

The Council objects to this application as local knowledge suggests this is not ‘reasonably 

necessary and well related to the area’ for the following reasons:  

• There is already an existing barn on the holding which was originally permitted for 

agricultural use, for the storage of hay, in 1993. Subsequent changes of use were agreed 

and in 2008 it was enabled for the restoration of steam locomotives. Local knowledge 

indicates this barn is no longer in use. By stating that it could be used to nurse sick 

animals the current application appears to confirm that this barn is no longer let and is 

available to the applicant.  This would appear to negate the need for a new building on 

an entirely undeveloped site. 

• The changed position of the barn from the refused application SDNP/02523/APNB does 

not ameliorate the impact of the proposed building on Nyewood Lane 

• Hay must be stored in a barn with adequate ventilation. The proposed barn appears to 

be a  largely sealed structure which effectively means it will not be fit for purpose 

• The quantities of hay produced for storage from the land is questioned. It appears more 

likely the yield will be nearer 3.5 tonnes per ha rather than the 30 to 35 tonnes per ha 

quoted in the application. It is noted that the grassland management plan for the 

campsite area precludes the cutting of grass in early summer and the site is open until 

October. Given the area of land available for providing a hay crop the need for a large 

barn of this size is questioned given the detrimental impact it will have on the 

tranquillity of Nyewood Lane 



• The floor plans for the barn show the inclusion of a toilet and rest room. The need for 

this is questioned given the barn is required for the storage of hay and the workforce is 

unlikely to be there for any length of time 

 
34. Current Planning Applications: 
 

34.1. SDNP/24/01109/FUL  

Change of use of 2 no. former dairy/stable buildings to use as education, training and 

wellbeing centre, extension and alterations of buildings with associated parking and 

landscaping. 

Marden Farm East Harting Street East Harting West Sussex GU31 5LZ 

Representations were made by members of the public. 

There was one representation made in objection to the application raising the following 

issues: 

• the parish council’s decision would impact on the safety of their family and visitors 

every day 

• traffic needs to be re-routed via the Eastfield Lane entrance 

• their front door and garage face directly on to the driveway 

• a privately commissioned traffic and highways report suggests the proposal will 

increase traffic by up to 40-45 visits per day, an 80% increase 

• comparison of benefits of using the Eastfield Lane entrance versus the East Harting 

street entrance 

• request that an Operational Management Plan and a Travel Plan should be part of 

any approval 

 

The applicant was present and made the following points: 

• the previous request for more traffic information had been met with a Traffic 

report which has now been approved by WSCC. This can only provide a snapshot of 

the usage of the driveway as farming activity is so seasonal 

• The planning officer, Lauren Cripps, had asked about using the access to Eastfield 

Lane and this can be used in most instances. However, there are some situations 

where more troubled and anxious children may need to come via the East Harting 

street access as this provides a more homely welcome. At the time of arrival some 

children may not even be willing to leave the car 

• Directions will be given to ask people to use the Eastfield Lane entrance, however 

the satnav will bring people to the street entrance if they ignore the advice given  

• It is essential to retain the option to access via the street for some instances 

• An application has now been made for Listed building approval 

• The project will receive SDNPA grant funding to help the farm diversify and the 

inclusion of education fulfils the SDNPA aims to promote outdoor learning and to 

provide lifelong learning opportunities  

The members then considered the application, and after some questions to the applicant 

and much discussion the following comment was agreed:  

No objection.  

The Council would recommend, in view of the concerns of the immediate neighbours, that 

the traffic situation is monitored and where possible traffic is encouraged to use the 

Eastfield Lane entrance.  

https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SACBLNTUMR000&prevPage=inTray
https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SACBLNTUMR000&prevPage=inTray
https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SACBLNTUMR000&prevPage=inTray


 

34.2. SDNP/24/03037/LIS  

Extension and alteration to former dairy/stable buildings to facilitate a change of use. 

Marden Farm East Harting Street East Harting West Sussex GU31 5LZ 

 

No objection.  

The Council considers this proposal would improve the setting of  the Listed building.  

 

35. To note any planning appeals:   None.  
 
36. To note any planning appeal decisions:   None 
 
37. Date of next meeting:  19 September 2024.  
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 7.40pm. 
 

https://planningpublicaccess.southdowns.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SH4GGYTUILY00&prevPage=inTray

