HARTING PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee (HABAC)
held via Zoom on Tuesday 3 September 2024 at 6.00pm.

Present: Anthony Palmer (AP)(Chair), Sheila Bramley (SBR), Penny Curran (PC), Alex Olphert
(AO) and Andrew Shaxson (AS).

In attendance: Trish Walker (TW), Parish Clerk.
1. Apologies for absence: Vicky Maxwell Davies (VMD).
2. Declarations of Interest: None.

3. Minutes of the meeting on 7 May 2024: The minutes were agreed as a true record and
will be signed in due course.

4. Matters arising: None.

5. Highways/Traffic Working Group
5.1. Community Highways Scheme (CHS) update

The TRO public consultation for the 20mph had completed by WSCC on 25 July 2024,
TW had emailed Maria Vasileiadou, Project Manager, to ask for an update but no
information had been received at the time of the meeting.
5.2. Community Speedwatch update
There were several people who had initially signed up as Speedwatch volunteers who
have not gone on to complete the first stage online training or indicate they no longer
want to take part. However, there are four more potential volunteers who will make up
the numbers. TW will give a deadline for any training to be completed so the scheme can
move ahead.
5.3. Uppark Road Closure
In July 2024 the Council became aware of a proposed full road closure on the B2146
from the junction with the B2141 to Engine Farm from 5 to 23-27 August 2024. This
was the first phase of works in relation to the connection of the Uppark sewers to the
village network. There was also a second phase of work which would affect the B2146
running from the junction southwards to Uppark. There was a great deal of concern
about the impact of the closure on businesses, the farming community and the local
residents and as a result Uppark agreed to delay the works until 12 September 2024.
However, it was noted the delayed works had been postponed due to a house strike
in South Harting which had caused the B2146 through the church narrows to be
closed.
The local MP had arranged an online meeting with WSCC, Uppark, the Parish Council
and local business owners to try and find a way forward and improve

communications.



The meeting had been very useful and various issues had been taken on board by
both WSCC and Uppark, one of which was possible compensation for the local
businesses.

A further meeting has been arranged for 6 September when it is hoped further

information will be available.

5.4. No.1 Brookside Cottages

An incident on 27 June 2024, where two heavy goods vehicles travelling too fast met
in the narrows between the Coach House and No. 1 Brookside Cottages, has left the
latter, a Grade Il listed building, with some considerable damage. Due to concerns
about the safety of the wall the highway has now been closed to traffic.

This has led to problems along the Elsted Road and Tipper Lane as all traffic is now
following those routes. WSCC has placed signage to discourage drivers from coming
through South Harting, but this does not seem to have made much difference.
There is currently no known date for the opening of the road, it is hoped supporting
scaffolding can be put into place allowing sufficient road width to allow one way
traffic with lights.

Some residents from the Street have indicated concerns about the use of traffic lights
and the problems caused by them as well as voicing concerns about the eventual full
re-opening of the road. It is hoped a public meeting can be arranged in the next few
weeks to all local residents to voice their concerns. It would be important to ensure
WSCC are able to attend as they will be able to answer queries about traffic calming
measures etc.
It was noted the delay in erecting the scaffolding is due to the insurers who are
insisting a bat survey is carried out prior to the works despite the planning officers
confirming this is not necessary. It is hoped some pressure may be put on the insurers
to move this forward.

5.5. Potholes

Some patching has been carried out along Collins Lane in West Harting, this has
improved the situation there.

Short term repairs have been carried out on the stretch of road from Killarney Cottage
to Ryefields.

The pothole by the junction by the Old Ship has finally been repaired.

5.6. Hurst road 40mph TRO application
This has now passed the initial assessments and speed data checks. The moderation,
design and suitability stages will now be undertaken and, if successful, the TRO will go
to public consultation.

5.7. Damaged fingerpost at West Harting
The fingerpost is still in the same position, no update has been received from WSCC.

Mr Olphert joined the meeting.



6. Hedges
There were no obvious issues with hedges at this time and it was noted that generally
landowners were more aware of maintaining their hedges on the roadside. AO confirmed
there were still two branches needing attention at Mead House and he will be able to cut
these later in the year.
The hedges running alongside the B2146 adjacent to South Gardens and the Warren need to
be cut at some point. It is hoped this could be arranged when the Uppark roadworks are taking
place.

Mrs Bramley left the meeting.

7. Footpaths
The updated footpath spreadsheet had been circulated and indicated issues were being
resolved gradually.

8. Flooding/drainage/gulleys/grips

8.1. Operation Watershed application
Landbuild had provided two scopes:
Scope 1 to address the situation to the north and south of Petersfield road
Scope 2 to look at the Hurst flooding situation.
WSCC had confirmed Scope 1 was a viable option and will be providing a specification to be
sent out to contractors. A formal application will need to be made to WSCC, but the process
is very much led by them. It is hoped the scheme can get under way in the autumn.
AO confirmed that he would be able to move a bale into position across the footpath, to
divert water into the drain, if the need arose.

8.2. Gullies
TW is still trying to get information from the WSCC parish liaison officer regarding
the extent of the Drainline gulley clearing works.
There is still some uncertainty about the gulley heading towards Pay’s Farm from
Coombe, along the road to West Harting from North Lane. It would be useful to
investigate to see what the problem is and understand if the drain is blocked or
damaged. AP will speak to Nick Ferrier as it was next on the list for the ‘drain gang’.

8.3. Flooding signage
Further information is awaited from WSCC.

9. Items for next meeting: It was noted the Council had agreed to send local landowners an
email about the availability of land for a future car park. It was hoped an update may be
available for the Council meeting on 19 September.

10. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 7 January 2025 at 6pm via Zoom

The meeting closed at 7.05pm.



