
 

 

HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee (HABAC) 
held via Zoom on Tuesday 7 May 2024 at 6.00pm. 

 

Present: Anthony Palmer (AP)(Chair), Sheila Bramley (SBR), Penny Curran (PC), Vicky 

Maxwell Davies (VMD), Alex Olphert (AO) and Andrew Shaxson (AS). 

  

 

In attendance: Trish Walker (TW), Parish Clerk.   

 

1. Apologies for absence: None. 

  

2. Declarations of Interest:  None. 

 

3. Minutes of the meeting on 9 January 2024: The minutes were agreed as a true record 
and will be signed in due course. 

 
4. Matters arising: None. 

 

5. Highways/Traffic Working Group 
5.1. Community Highways Scheme (CHS) update 

The CHS is still progressing through the various phases that are required. There had been 
some concern recently as the SDNPA had stated some of the crossing scheme did not 
comply with the ‘Roads in Southdowns’ requirements and this would potentially 
jeopardise the £25k grant from Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). However, 
Maria Vasileiadou, the WSCC project officer, had discussed the various safety 
requirements for the crossing and SDNPA had now accepted the plans presented.  
 

5.2. Community Speed Watch update 
The online training information had been sent out to the volunteers, about 20 in total. At 
the time of the meeting four volunteers had completed the training and were registered 
with the Speedwatch website. Once everyone has completed the online training a 
practical training session will be arranged with the police. 
  

5.3. Dedication Agreement for Crossing 
At its meeting in January 2024 the Council had agreed ‘subject to the final wording, the 
Council should enter into a land dedication agreement with WSCC for the potential new 
South Gardens Crossing facility.’ 
The draft Dedication Agreement had been received from WSCC and after consideration 
it was agreed the document was reasonably straightforward and a recommendation 
would be taken to the Council. 
 
The following recommendation was made: 
That the Council agree the Dedication Agreement between Harting Parish Council and 
West Sussex County Council in relation to the South Gardens crossing should be agreed 
and signed. 



 

 

 
 

5.4. Hurst road 40mph TRO application 
An email had been received from WSCC to confirm the TRO was now in hand and 
requesting a location plan showing the starting and finishing points for the 40mph 
restriction. Confirmation had been received that, if the locations are not acceptable, 
the officers would contact the Council to agree an amendment.  
It was agreed the restriction should be proposed for the area running from the 
Hampshire border eastwards to the Ditcham junction, this would include the entrance 
to the dog walking paddock.  
 

5.5. Potholes 
There continue to be many potholes in the parish and in the wider area. Some have 
recently been repaired and other are marked with white lines indicating they are listed 
for repair. It is important that any new potholes are reported on the WSCC pothole 
reporting website. 
 

5.6. Damaged fingerpost at West Harting 
The fingerpost near to the Manor Farm barns in West Harting appears to have been hit 
and is currently leaning at an angle. It was agreed that a local group of volunteers may be 
able to right the fingerpost with the help of a local farmer. However, it was agreed that 
initially the problem should be reported to WSCC to see if they will carry out the repair.  
  

6. Hedges 
There were no obvious issues with hedges at this time and it was noted that generally 
landowners were more aware of maintaining their hedges on the roadside. There was some 
concern about the hedge at Mead House, East Harting and it was agreed that AP will take a 
look, approach the landowner and suggest that AO may be able to help.  
 

7. Footpaths 
VMD was thanked for her work keeping an eye on the local footpaths. The updated 
spreadsheet indicated issues were being resolved gradually. There was some discussion 
about the closed footpath at Sheepwash, this had been closed for about 2 years, VMD will 
follow up with the Ranger.  
It was noted the Ranger was happy to carry out a site visit to consider steps on FP 839 in the 
Warren.  
 

8. Flooding/drainage/gulleys/grips  
8.1. Operation Watershed application 

A site visit with Landbuild is being arranged for the week beginning 13 May 2024. The 
intention is to look at the situation to the north and south of the Petersfield Road to see what 
measures could be introduced to ease the flooding. It was also suggested that Landbuild 
should be asked to look at the Hurst flooding situation at the same time. It was agreed this 
should be suggested, however the Petersfield Road issues would take priority.  
 
 
 



 

 

8.2. Gullies 
A new gully spreadsheet had been created to capture information about the location and 
state of the gullies in the Petersfield road, the Square and North Lane. The gullies had been 
allocated a priority number with 5 being the most urgent.  
Unfortunately, the plan to bring in a contractor to clear some of the worse gullies had been 
thrown as Drainline had been contracted by WSCC to come and clear some gullies in the 
area. However, there has been no confirmation of which gullies have been cleared or of the 
findings of their work. TW is trying to get some information from WSCC. 
Drainline had indicated to a local resident that there was a broken drain opposite the village 
shop, it is not known if this is being taken forward by WSCC. There is also an issue with a 
broken drain at the top of North Lane by Coombe.  
The ‘drain gang’, led by Nick Ferrier, had done some good work to clear a good number of 
drains in North Lane and the Square, this had made a big difference in heavy rain.  
It was agreed the spreadsheet should be expanded to cover other areas of the parish as 
time allows.  
PC will aim to record details for the gullies in Nyewood with the help of a local resident, AP 
will also help.  
It was noted that the WSCC reporting system is very frustrating as there is never any 
feedback to confirm the outcome of a report. As soon as the report is downloaded by WSCC 
it shows as ‘case closed’ even if further work is to be done. It was agreed that Kate O’Kelly, 
the county councillor, should be asked to liaise with WSCC over this problem to ensure 
feedback is given, especially in respect of gullies and drains.  
  

8.3. Flooding signage 
Further information is awaited from WSCC. 

 

9. Annual Parish Meeting (APM)  

HABAC will have an area at the APM to display some of the CHS plans supplied by WSCC. 

 

10. Items for next meeting: None 

 

11. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 3 September 2024 at 6pm via Zoom 

  

The meeting closed at 7.01pm. 

 

 

 

 


