HARTING PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at Harting Community Hall
on Thursday 19 September 2024 at 7.43 pm.

Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mr Bonner, Mrs Bramley, Mrs Cormack, Mrs Curran, Mrs
Maxwell Davies, Mrs Martin, Mr Olphert and Mr Palmer.

Mr Tim O’Kelly attended in his role as District Councillor and Dr Kate O’Kelly in her role as
County Councillor.

In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk.
There was one member of public in attendance.

110. Apologies for absence: Mr Miller and Mrs Hewetson.
111. Declarations of Interest: None.
112. Minutes from Meeting held on 18 July 2024.
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18 July 2024 were agreed and
signed by the Chairman as a true record.
113. Questions from the Public: The member of public raised three issues:
e Concern the bollard recently knocked down at the North Lane junction was
currently in the hedge by Levers, could it be replaced in its rightful place
e Cyclists visiting La Follia often leave their bicycles on the pavement outside the
café which makes it difficult for pedestrians to get by without walking on to the
road
e Could the Parish Council call a public meeting to discuss the current situation with
road closures and traffic
The Chair responded and thank the member of public for attending and raising these
concerns and confirmed WSCC were aware of the issue with the bollard but a
reminder would be sent. The Clerk will write to the owner of La Follia and ask if
cyclists could be reminder to be mindful of pedestrians when parking their bicycles.
He also confirmed the Parish Council was intending to call a public meeting to discuss
the traffic and road closures, it is hoped that WSCC will be in attendance to answer
some of the questions.
114. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: None.
115. Reports from the County and District Councillor
Reports from the County and District councillors had been circulated ahead of the
meeting. Mr O’Kelly was asked about the introduction of the food waste collection
scheme, he confirmed there was still an intention to have this in place by the end of next

year.
Dr O’Kelly stressed the diabetes related information in her report was very important.
She also stressed that WSCC have been working hard to communicate with stakeholders
about the current road closure.



116. Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting and the associated road closure
Following the July Council meeting some barriers were placed alongside 1 Brookside
Cottages to ensure passing vehicles and pedestrians were protected, this reduced the
road to one lane with traffic lights in place. However, after an inspection of the cottage
on 6 August, WSCC were advised there was a need to stabilise the building and were
forced to place a full road closure outside the property. That closure was still in place
and it appears the insurers are very slow at moving this forward and appear to be
insisting a bat survey should be carried out prior to the erection of the scaffolding.
Once the scaffolding is in place WSCC would be able to assess the remaining width of
road and potentially re-open the road with one lane and traffic lights.

The owner has already submitted a Listed building consent application to ensure
everything is in place to move work on as quickly as possible.

It was noted the road closure was affecting the village quite substantially with the
impact of the extra vehicles travelling along Elsted Road and Tipper Lane. WSCC have
worked with the school to try and ensure pick up and drop off are as safe as possible and
the area by the South Gardens car park is being used for pupils travelling in from south
of the road closure. A temporary TRO to reduce traffic speeds to 20mph will also be set
up along Elsted Road and Tipper Lane during the week beginning 16 September.

Local businesses are also being impacted by the road closure and the reduction in
passing trade. The MP, Andrew Griffith, has held two stakeholder meetings via Teams to
discuss the planned Uppark road closures, but these have now expanded to include the
problems caused by the current road closure.

Several concerns have been raised by residents of the Street about the measures that
might be put in place if the road is partially opened and also about the impact of traffic
speeds in that area. A public meeting will be arranged to discuss the issues and WSCC
officers will be invited to attend.

The following proposal was made and agreed:

To note the report

117. Uppark Road Closure update
Further to the July Council meeting and the strong representations made by members of
the farming community, Uppark agreed to postpone the Phase 1 Uppark sewage
upgrade works until 12 September 2024. Due to the impact of the road closure by 1
Brookside Cottages, this date was now postponed further, works will commence on 7
October and are expected to last for 4 weeks. Phase 2 is likely to be undertaken in Spring
2025.
The MP, Andrew Griffith, has held two stakeholder meetings via Teams to discuss the
planned Uppark works and the impact on the community and to try to improve the lines
of communication between all the organisations involved. It was noted that it had been
suggested at this meeting that compensation should be paid to the affected businesses,
and this had been supported by the MP.
There was some discussion about the situation, particularly the need for clear signage
and the potential danger if there is a large increase in vehicles using Hill Lane.

The following proposal was made and agreed:
To note the report



118. South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) Local Plan Review Survey
The Local Plan Review Survey had been considered and due to both the tight timescale
and the fact this was mainly focussed on procedure it was agreed the comments could
be agreed by email and then ratified at the Council meeting.
See Appendix A for comments.

The following proposal was made and agreed:
The Council ratified the comments submitted to the SDNPA Local Plan Review Survey previously
agreed by email.

119. Parking Working Group
Due to the substantial workload of the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee
(HABAC) it was agreed a separate Working Group should be formed to consider the
ongoing parking issue within the Parish.
The following proposals were made and agreed:
i. That a Parking Working Group should be set up to consider and bring forward any
options to ease the parking situation in South Harting
ii. That Mr Shaxson, Mr Palmer and Mrs Bramley would be members of the Working
Group. Mr Shaxson will chair the group.
iii. To agree the Parking Working Group will report directly to the Council

120. Bench repairs in South Gardens
At the end of July 2024 one of the bench planks in South Gardens was deliberately
broken, leaving the bench needing urgent repair. A local contractor was approached to
carry out the work and to also consider making 8 new supports for the four benches in
the area which were in urgent need of strengthening. The supports would need to be
custom made to fit the benches.
The contractor, Playsafe Playgrounds, provided a quote and, due to the urgency of the
matter, the Clerk in conjunction with the Chair and Chair of Finance agree the repair and
reinforcement of the benches at a cost of £804 + vat.

The following proposals were made and agreed:
i. To note the report
ii. To note that the Clerk in conjunction with the Chair and Chair of Finance, and in
accordance with section 4.1 of the Financial Regulations, had agreed the repair
and reinforcement of the benches in South Gardens by Playsafe Playgrounds at a
cost of £804.00 + vat

121. EV (Electric Vehicle) chargers in Lower Culvers
In August 2024 the Clerk was contacted by two residents from Lower Culvers who had
heard, via a neighbour, about a plan to install 3 EV charging points in Lower Culvers
covering 6 parking bays. The residents were alarmed there had been no previous
information about this and understandably were worried about the impact on parking in
an area where there are already problems and a lack of spaces.



The Clerk, with the help of the County Councillor, was able to track down a WSCC officer
leading this project. They confirmed this was a WSCC led project and there had been a
leaflet dropped to each house in Lower Culvers on 25 June. It appears the majority of
households in Lower Culvers were unaware of this leaflet, or did not realise it related to
them directly and so missed the opportunity to participate in the public consultation
running from 26 June to 24 July 2024. The Clerk had asked WSCC why the Parish
Council had not been consulted on the proposal and was told there was an expectation
the District Council would have done this.

The members agreed the addition of EV charging points in South Harting was clearly of
benefit to the community, however the suggested placement in Lower Culvers was not
ideal. WSCC confirmed ‘there are NO additional parking restrictions being applied to
any of the on-street EV bays in West Sussex. Any current restrictions would still apply
(permit holders, pay and display etc), but otherwise at this time, any type of vehicle
could use the bay. Should in the future this view change, a full TRO consultation to
residents affected would be conducted.”

There is concern from the Lower Culvers residents that, if installed, the EV charging
points will be more frequently used by other residents of the village and surrounding
area, this will in turn cause a parking issue in Lower Culvers which is a cul-de-sac and has
limited parking and turning spaces.

The members agreed there was no further action that could be taken at the present
time, however the situation would be monitored.

The following proposals were made and agree:
i. To note the report
ii. It was agreed there was no further action that could be taken at this time but the
situation would be monitored to see if any problems occur

122. Harting Community Hall (HCH) Projector screen in Humphrey Sladden room
The HCH management committee are planning to install a ceiling mounted screen in
the Humphrey Sladden room to enable more films to be shown. The supplier of the
main hall projector screen had provided a quote for the screen and fitting of £1500
+vat. The committee had requested the cost of the projector screen should be offset
against the grant held in reserve. The current level of reserve was £4300.
As there had been some urgency to move the project forward, and sufficient HCH
funds held in reserve, the Clerk in conjunction with the Chair and Chair of Finance
agreed the project should proceed. This decision was made in accordance with
section 4.1 of the Financial Regulations.
The members agreed to gift the cost and installation of the new sound equipment to
Harting Community Hall.

The following proposals were made and agreed:
i. To note that the Clerk in conjunction with the Chair and Chair of Finance, and in
accordance with section 4.1 of the Financial Regulations, agreed the purchase
and installation of a ceiling mounted projector screen at a cost of £1500 +
VAT.



ii. That the Council agree to gift the purchase and installation of the projector
screen to the Harting Community Hall sound system and to offset the cost
against the Parish Council grant held in reserve.

123. Redwood 35 day saver bank account
The 35 day saver account had been opened on 9 September 2024 and would be used to
spread the earmarked funds and ensure that the Unity Trust accounts do not hold more
than the FSCS guarantee limit of £85k.
It was noted the terms for the Redwood account ensure that transfers out can only be
made to the Parish Council current account. Therefore, the Responsible Finance Officer
(RFO) could action these transfers without the need for further signatories although all
transfers will be agreed in conjunction with the Chair and Chair of the Finance
Committee. Any transfers into the Redwood account will be made in the same manner
as ordinary payments and will be authorised by two of the Council bank signatories.
The members noted the earmarked funds currently stood at £46.5k and agreed £50k
should be transferred to the Redwood account.

The following proposals were made and agreed:

i. To agree an initial sum of £50k should be transferred from the Unity Trust deposit
account to the Redwood 35 day account and this will be authorised by two of the
Council bank signatories

ii. To note that any transfers from the Redwood account will be actioned by the
Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) as they can only be made directly to the Unity
Trust bank current

iii. To agree that any transfers will be agreed in conjunction with the Chair and Chair of
the Finance Committee

124. Data Protection Officer
It was noted that, although there was not a legal requirement for parish councils to
appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO), it was considered good practice to do so. In
past years the Council had appointed ProcessMatters2 in this role to ensure compliance
with GDPR. The DPO will provide monthly updates and would be a vital contact with the
Information Commissioners Office if there was a data breach. The cost of the DPO would
be £180 per annum, this had increased from £150 in the previous year. It was noted
there had not been a rate increase since 2019.

The following proposal was made and agreed:
That the Council agreed to appoint ProcessMatters2 to continue as Data Protection Officer
for a further year at the cost of £180 per annum

125. Internet banking
The Internet banking policy was reviewed and agreed.
126. Habitual and vexatious complaints
The Habitual and vexatious complaints was reviewed and agreed.



127. Health & Safety and Risk management
The Health & Safety Risk Management was reviewed and agreed.

128. Emergency Plan

The Emergency Plan was reviewed, and it was noted there was a need to update some

of the contacts.

129. Finance
129.1. The payments made in August 2024 were noted:
Undisclosed Clerk and RFO Salary — August 1,450.87
Harting War Memorial Playing Field Lengthsman 120.00
Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription 15.59
Trish Walker Kaspersky annual subscription 43.99
M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting 210.00
129.2. It was agreed that the following payments should be made:
Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary - September 1,504.87
Trish Walker Information Commissioner - Annual Data 40.00
Protection Fee Renewal
Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription 15.59
M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting- June 420.00
M H Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting - August 420.00
Mulberry Local Authority Services Ltd Training courses 108.00
Playsafe Playgrounds Repair and maintenance of benches 964.80
Moore External Audit 378.00

129.3. Bank Signatories - It was agreed that Mrs Bramley and Mrs Curran would
authorise the September online payments.
129.4. Income to note for July and August 2024 — None.

130. Bank Reconciliation for August 2024
It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the
Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council signed the
reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations.

131. Bank balance as of 31 August 2024 - £99,094.66 (earmarked funds £49.5k)

132. Budget Statement to 31 August 2024
Noted.

133. Planning Committee
The minutes of the Planning Committees held on 18 July 2024, 15 August and the 29
August 2024 were noted.

134. HABAC (Highways and Byways Advisory Committee)
The unconfirmed minutes of the HABAC held on 3 September 2024 were noted

135. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives
HCH — the HCH was going well and the financial situation had improved.
WMPF —the Council representative had not been able to attend the last WMPF meeting
but a request had been made for assistance to maintain the footpath running from the



village up to the Playing Fields. It was noted this was the responsibility of WSCC and it
would be added to the list of footpath issues.

136. Correspondence
Letters had been received from two residents regarding EV chargers in Lower Culvers.
See minute 121.

137. Clerk’s report
The report was noted.

138. Items for future meetings
Restoration of water pump
Car parking

139. Date of next meeting: The next full meeting would be held on Thursday 17 October
2024 at 7.30pm in the Henry Warren Hall at Nyewood.

As the publicity of the next item might have been deemed prejudicial to the public
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the
members resolved that the press and public would be excluded during consideration of
the next agenda item, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s2.

140. Car Parking
The Council debated this item and agreed the resolutions in the confidential report
dated 19 September 2024.

The meeting closed at 8.50 pm.

Appendix A

Project Initiation Document (PID)

It is essential that all consultation periods are for the maximum length of time. This is
particularly the case for parish councils who generally meet on a monthly basis, or in some
cases bi-monthly. The timescale required to gauge local reactions and to then meet formally
to agree comments can take many weeks. A period of 8 weeks for consultation would
therefore be preferable to a 6-week period. A good lead in time to the consultation with
maximum information about the content would also be desirable.

It is very important that consultation periods are not undertaken during August or over the
Christmas period.

Local Development Scheme (LDS)

No comment

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)
e Paragraph 4.9 states that “pre-application details and responses will be placed on
the online planning register at the point of which a formal planning application is
received and validated by the Authority”. This does not currently happen, when it




does it usually entails searching for, and the Parish Council frequently has to request
this information. Also, whilst the ‘response’ is listed the ‘pre-application details’ are
not, which doesn’t enable parish councils and others to know what was suggested
and the extent to which officer’s concerns have been addressed. It is crucial this is
available to inform and enable consultee comments.

Further information is required about the methods to reach out to those that do not
use social media or other electronic means. The SCI states that hard copies are going
to be available, presumably this is on request? The question then remains how
people will know where to collect the hard copies from. There is no mention of a
house to house delivery or other means to raise awareness of the Local Plan
consultations; perhaps this should be a consideration to maximise community
awareness and involvement.

It is essential that all consultation periods are for the maximum length of time. This is
particularly the case for parish councils who generally meet on a monthly basis, or in
some cases bi-monthly. The timescale required to gauge local reactions and to then
meet formally to agree comments can take many weeks. A period of 8 weeks for
consultation would therefore be preferable to a 6-week period. A good lead in time
to the consultation with maximum information about the content would also be
desirable.

It is very important that consultation periods are not undertaken during August or
over the Christmas period.



