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  HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at Henry Warren Hall, Nyewood 

on Thursday 17 October 2024 at 7.30 pm. 

 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mr Bonner, Mrs Bramley, Mrs Curran, Mrs Hewetson, Mrs 
Maxwell Davies, Mr Miller and Mr Palmer.  
Mr Tim O’Kelly attended in his role as District Councillor and Dr Kate O’Kelly in her role as 
County Councillor. 
 
In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk.  
 
There was one member of public in attendance. 
 
141. Apologies for absence: Mrs Cormack, Mrs Martin and Mr Olphert.  
142. Declarations of Interest: None. 
143. Minutes from Meeting held on 19 September 2024. 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 September 2024 were 
agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  

144. Questions from the Public: None. 
145. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: None.  

146. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

Reports from the County and District councillors had been circulated ahead of the 

meeting.  Dr O’Kelly said she was disappointed that neither WSCC (West Sussex County 

Council) or National Trust officers were going to attend the Parish Meeting on Monday 

21 October. She confirmed the Full Council were due to debate Winter Fuel payments 

and the A27 funding being withdrawn. The Health and Adult Social care meeting is also 

looking at the benefits of continuous blood glucose monitoring for Type 2 diabetes 

patients and a free weight management app.  

Mr O’Kelly reiterated the Supporting You service provided by CDC (Chichester District 

Council) would help people investigate benefits and in particular pension credit which 

may enable people to continue to receive the winter fuel payment.  

The councillors agreed all of these services should be promoted by the Parish Council 

where possible.  

147. Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting and the associated road closure 
Since the report at the September Council meeting there had been no further news 
regarding a date for erecting the retaining scaffolding.  
An onsite meeting was held in early September with the owner of 1 Brookside Cottage, 
WSCC and the insurers to try and progress the matter but to date the situation remains 
unresolved.  
It is hoped the scaffolding will be erected in the near future and this will enable WSCC to 
assess if there will be sufficient highway width to allow traffic to pass through safely and 
therefore re-open the road to single lane traffic.  
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The following proposal was made and agreed:  
To note the report 
 

148. Uppark Road Closure update  
The Phase 1 works commenced on 7 October 2024 and seem to be progressing well, 

currently they are on schedule and will be finished within the proposed four-week time 

period. Sadly, there have been several cases of vandalism of the equipment and 

attempts to break into the site via the padlocked gates.  

The works mean the B2146 road is closed from the southern end of Tipper Lane to the 

junction of the B2146/B2141. Measures had been put in place to try and alleviate the 

impact on South Harting including a one way system of traffic for Hill Lane and traffic 

marshals based at the northern end of Tipper Lane and Hill Lane. The Hill Lane one way 

system had been very problematic for residents in that area who were being faced with 

a 23 mile journey to return to their homes. Members of the council had met with the 

National Trust and Dr Kate O’Kelly to discuss this issue and measures were now in place 

to allow access to residents between the hours of 11am and 1pm each day and although 

this was not ideal, it was an improvement.   

There was some discussion about the impact of the road closures on the local 
businesses, in particular the Village Shop, White Hart pub and La Follia who had all seen 
takings drop by about 30% at times. It was agreed that further representations would be 
made to the National Trust regarding possible compensation.  
Mr Tim O’Kelly confirmed CDC had been in touch with all the businesses and while not 
able to offer any financial assistance they could offer support and advice.  
The following proposal was made and agreed:  
To note the report 
 

149. Parish Meeting to consider all current road closure issues 
A Parish Meeting had been arranged for Monday 21 October 2024 at 7.30pm in the 

Village Hall. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the current road closures, as 

detailed in minute 147 and 148, affecting the parish and to consider options that might 

avoid similar problems in the future.  

The National Trust and WSCC had been invited to attend the meeting but both 

organisations were either unable or unwilling to send officers. It was agreed it was 

important for the meeting to still take place as it would be an opportunity for local 

residents to voice their concerns and for the Parish Council to take these concerns back 

to the appropriate organisations.  

The National Trust and WSCC have indicated they will attend a future meeting ahead of 

the Phase 2 Uppark works due to take place in spring/summer 2025. 

The following proposal was made and agreed: 

To note a Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 21 October at 7.30pm in Harting 

Community Hall to consider all current road closure issues and to consider how to reduce 

problems in the future. 
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150. Operation Watershed  
Following the decisions at the July Council meeting and advice from WSCC Operation 

Watershed, the ‘Scope 1’ specifications were sent out to contractor for quotes.  The 

Operation Watershed team provided a list of contractors who held the necessary 

licences and insurance to carry out the highways work, and who had previously been 

involved in Operation Watershed projects.  

Despite requests being sent out to three contractors only one responded with a quote.  

The Operation Watershed team had indicated the quote represented value for money 

and fitted the specification. The members agreed that Landbuild should be appointed to 

carry out the work subject to a successful Operation Watershed grant application.  

The following proposal was made and agreed: 

To agree that Landbuild should be appointed to carry out works for Scope 1 of the 

Operation Watershed scheme and that further guidance will be taken from WSCC to 

progress the scheme. 

 

151. West Sussex Highway Network Management Plan (HNMP) – Stakeholder 

Consultation  

The Council, as a key stakeholder had received an invitation to comment on the draft 

HNMP which set out the approach to be taken to all aspects of highway network 

management in West Sussex. It was noted the consultation document was not available 

to the public at this time.  

The following proposals were made and agreed: 

i. To answer ‘agree’ to the eight questions raised regarding the policy and approach to 

the HNMP 

ii. To submit the following response to the invitation to ‘express other views’: 

 

152. Play Area Annual Inspection report  

The Play Area Inspection was carried out on 28 June 2024. Due to some issues accessing 

the online report there had been a delay in bringing the recommended works to the 

Council.  The councillors were presented with a summary of the inspection and 

recommended maintenance. There were no items listed as high risk and the innate risk 

score for the overall site is 0 which is very low.  

There were, however, a number of issues identified which if addressed would enhance 

the appearance of the very well-used and appreciated facility and it was suggested that 

quotes should be sought to undertake this work.  The councillors were all in agreement 

and felt the works were very necessary.  

The following proposals were made and agreed: 
i. That the boulders should be repositioned to be closer than 600 mm maximum in 

accordance with the recommendations from the Play Area Inspection. 
ii. That the multiplay climber should have metal bases placed around the timber post to 

protect from further decay 
iii. That an itemised quote should be sought for the recommended works listed in the 

Play Area Inspection report and as agreed in (i) and (ii) above 
iv. That the quotes should include the cost of cleaning all play equipment  
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153. Completion of 2023/2024 External Audit  

It was noted the external auditors, Moore had concluded the audit on 10 September 2024 
and the Notice of Conclusion of Audit was posted to the Council website on 17 September 
2024. There were no major issues raised in the audit.  
The following proposal was made and agreed:  

To note the completion of the 2023/24 External Audit. 

 

154. Grant request from Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air ambulance  
A grant application for £500 had been received from the Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air 

ambulance to help fund the mission to provide critical pre-hospital care. There was some 

discussion about this and it was agreed the full request of £500 should be granted as the 

air ambulance is often deployed in this area.   

The following proposal was made and agreed: 
That the Council should award the Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air ambulance a grant of £500 

155. Review of Council risk assessments: 

The Risk Assessments had been circulated with the agenda and no amendments were 

identified as being required. 

 The following proposal was made and agreed:    

That the Risk Assessments for Finance, Homeworking, Reputation and Expertise, 

Safeguarding of Information, Litter Picking, Play and Open Spaces and Volunteers were 

reviewed and agreed. 

 

156. Finance 
156.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 

Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary - October 1,450.87 

HMRC  Tax and NI contributions  406.44  

Parish Council Websites Annual website hosting and maintenance  300.00  

Clarity Accounting Associates Limited Payroll August to October 2024  27.00  

Trish Walker Monthly zoom subscription  15.59  

Mr A Shaxson Expenses   25.30  

Mr A Christie Annual Allotment rent  25.00  

Petersfield Citizens Advice Bureau Donation - S137  300.00  

Harting Parochial Church Council Burial Grant  200.00  

Harting Congregational Church Burial Grant  200.00  

Mr A Shaxson Chairman's Allowance  200.00  

Trish Walker X2 Connect - paint for Nyewood phone box  69.72  

JRB Enterprise Ltd Dog waste bags – oxo-biodegradable  212.58  

JNR Computer Services Annual Microsoft fees, domain renewal & IT 
cover 

 2,379.84  

David Chaffe Annual Data Protection Advice fee  180.00  

Arborlec Services Ltd Tree works  1,398.00  

M H Kennedy & Sons Ltd Grass cutting  210.00  

Harting War Memorial Playing Field Lengthsman  192.00  
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M J Visual Systems Ltd Drop down projector screen - Hall Grant  1,604.40  

Mulberry Local Authority Services Ltd Interim Internal Audit  229.56  

Kent, Sussex and Surrey Air Ambulance Grant  500.00  

 

156.2. Bank Signatories - It was agreed that Mrs Curran and Mr Miller would 

authorise the October online payments. 

156.3. Income to note for September 2024  

£28487.50 2nd instalment of precept 

£679.43 Quarterly bank interest 

157. Bank Reconciliation for September 2024 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations.  

158. Bank balance as of 30 September 2024 -  £124,392.33 (earmarked funds £49.5k) 

159. Budget Statement to 30 September 2024 

Noted. 

160. Planning Committee 

The minutes of the Planning Committees held on 19 September 2024 were noted. 

161. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives 

HCH – the new screen had been installed in the Humphrey Sladden room and an art film 

had been shown. The outcome of the grant application for the solar panels is still 

awaited. The October Extravaganza was due to take place on Saturday 19 October.   

WMPF – no report.  

162. Correspondence 

There had been no correspondence other than regular items and those already included 

in the main agenda.  

163. Clerk’s report 

The report was noted. 

164. Items for future meetings  

Budget and precept 2025/26 
Restoration of water pump 
Car parking 

165. Date of next meeting: The next full meeting would be held on Thursday 21 November 
2024 at 7.30pm in Harting Community Hall. 
 

There was no further update for the car parking confidential item so the meeting was closed 

at 8.51 pm. 
 

 


