MEETING OF HARTING PARISH COUNCIL

You are hereby summoned to a Meeting of Harting Parish Council to be held at
Harting Community Hall on
Thursday 21 November 2024 at 7.30pm

The Press and Public are welcome to attend.

Trish Walker
Clerk to Harting Parish Council Published 16 November 2024

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

2. Declarations of Interest

3. Minutes - to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17 October
2024.

4. Questions from the Public (limited to 15 minutes in total) This provides an opportunity for members of
the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting except by special invitation of the
Chairman) to ask questions for up to 3 minutes, raising concerns or making comments on matters affecting

Harting parish. No decision can be taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide to refer any matters
raised for further consideration.

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance — raised with consent of the Chairman.
Reports from the County and District Councillor
7. Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting and the associated road closure
(see supporting document)
The following recommendation is made:
To note the report
8. Uppark Road Closure update (see supporting document)
The following recommendations are made:
i. To note the report
ii. To note the Parish Council is trying to arrange a Parish Meeting with WSCC and the
National Trust to discuss the Phase 2 works
9. Report on the Road Closure Parish Meeting on 21 October 2024 and follow up actions
(see supporting document)
The following recommendations are made:
To note the report
10. Proposed ban for Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) over 7.5 tonnes in South Harting (see
supporting document)
The following recommendations are made:
i. That the Council agree to support an application for a ban of Heavy Goods Vehicles
over 7.5 tonnes, other than for access, in South Harting
ii. If (i) is agreed, that the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee should investigate
the situation further and start to gather the necessary evidence
11. South Gardens play equipment repair and maintenance (see supporting document)
The following recommendation is made:
that the Council appoints the contractor to carry out play equipment repairs and
maintenance work in South Gardens.

o



12. Government Public Consultation on Remote Meetings and Proxy Voting (see

13.

14.

supporting document)
The following recommendation is made:

To consider the Public Consultation on Remote Meetings and Proxy Voting and to agree

the responses to the questionnaire.
Additional Clerk hours
The following recommendation is made:

To consider the payment of an additional 24 hours to the Clerk for hours worked above

contracted hours.

Local Government pay award (see supporting document)
The following recommendation is made:

To note the report

15. Finance
15.1. To approve expenditure for November 2024
Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary - November 1,801.06
Debra Harknett-Godfree Hall Bookkeeping 206.25
Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription 15.59
MH Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting 210.00

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

22.

15.2. To agree the two banking signatories to authorise the online payments for
November 2024.
15.3. To note income for October 2024.
£1312.49  Vat refund
£1654.44  CIL funding
£25000.00 CIL Grant for South Gardens crossing
15.4. To note that the bank reconciliation for October 2024 has been scrutinised and
signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the
Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations
15.5. To note the bank balance as of 31 October 2024 - £142,227.56 (earmarked funds
£76k)
15.6. To note the budget statement to 31 October 2024 (attached)
Planning - To note the minutes of the planning committees held on 17 October 2024.
Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives (verbal reports)
Correspondence (see supporting document)
Clerks report (attached)
Items for future meetings
Budget and precept setting
Restoration of water pump
Date of next meeting — Parish Council Meeting 19 December 2024 at Harting
Community Hall at 7.30pm.
Confidential item — Car Parking
As the publicity of this item might be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the
confidential nature of the business to be transacted it is likely that the press and public
will be excluded during consideration of this agenda item, under the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s2.



Supporting Documents 21 November 2024

Agenda Item 7 - Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting and the associated

road closure

There has been no further progress since the report at the October Council meeting. It is hoped that
supporting scaffolding will be erected in the near future and WSCC will then be able to assess if there is
sufficient highway width to allow traffic to pass through safely and therefore re-open the road to single
lane traffic.

A verbal update will be given at the Council meeting on 21 November 2024 if any further information
becomes available.

The following recommendation is made:
To note the report

Agenda Item 8 - Uppark Road Closure update
The delivery of Phase 1 of the Uppark sewerage works progressed well and the road was able to be opened
9 days ahead of schedule on 26 October 2024. This was welcomed by the community.
During the works there were some problems regarding access for homeowners to Hill Lane but after some
lengthy discussions with Uppark arrangements were made to allow residents two way access at certain
times of the day. Although this was not entirely ideal, it was a compromise that seemed to work.
The impact of the closure on the village was far reaching and as well as local residents having to take long
detours to reach Chichester the local businesses suffered a substantial drop in footfall.
The impact of the works was discussed at some length during the Parish Meeting on 21 October when 100
local residents attended. Details of this meeting and the minutes, including 3 agreed resolutions, are
detailed in agenda item 9.
The exact dates of the Phase 2 works are still to be agreed but it will take place over a 6-7 week period in
spring/summer 2025. During this Phase the B2141 to Chichester will be accessible but the B2146 to
Compton will be fully closed.
The Parish Council is trying to arrange another Parish Meeting, ahead of the Phase 2 works, with WSCC and
the National Trust.
The following recommendations are made:

i. To note the report

ii. To note the Parish Council is trying to arrange a Parish Meeting with WSCC and the National Trust to discuss

the Phase 2 works

Agenda Item 9 - Report on the Road Closure Parish Meeting on 21 October 2024 and

follow up actions

The Parish Meeting was held at Harting Community Hall on 21 October 2024 it was attended by 100 local
residents.

The minutes of the meeting can be accessed via the link below:
20241021-Road-Closure-Parish-Meeting-Minutes-21-October-2024.pdf

As a result of the meeting 3 resolutions were agreed and subsequently sent to either the National Trust or
WSCC. Each resolution is copied below with a copy of any response (shown in blue italics) and subsequent
communication.

Resolution 1 — sent to the National Trust

" The unanimous view of the Parish Meeting is to require The National Trust as the organisation responsible
for the works causing the road closure, and Chichester District Council as the authority responsible for
providing assistance to businesses affected by events beyond their control, to ensure compensation is
provided to all affected businesses. This resolution will be backed by petitions submitted by the affected
businesses".




The National Trust appreciate the affect the recent road closures associated with the Uppark sewage
project have had on the local community. The organisation worked closely with the relevant statutory
bodies, alongside community representatives, to plan how this closure could be delivered with minimal
disruption, and we are pleased to note that the road reopened nine days ahead of schedule. These
works were carefully planned and communicated well in advance, and all necessary consents were in
place before they started. Both prior to and during the works, the National Trust, our partners, and our
contractors, did all that we could to mitigate for the road closures. Originally, the road was to be part
closed with traffic lights, but it was subsequently decided in the interests of safety that the road needed
to be fully closed and diversions set up. The National Trust does not consider there to be any
legal basis for paying compensation. Should any business or individual feel that they have a legal
basis to make a claim for compensation, then they should write to the National Trust
at Uppark@nationaltrust.org.uk clearly setting out that claim.
A response was sent to suggest the decision should be reviewed in the light of the strong volunteer
support and goodwill given to Uppark over the 70 years since it was given to the National Trust. This
has been sent to Director level for review and response.

Resolution 2 — sent to WSCC
"The unanimous view of the Parish Meeting is to request that without delay WSCC undertake a thorough
assessment of the traffic flow and road alignment through South Harting with a view to both ensuring that
Grade Il listed 1, Brookside Cottages is protected from vehicle impact and that improvements can be made
to ensure the safe movement of traffic and pedestrians through the village".

Response from Joy Dennis, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport

As we have previously stated, both in our statement and to the Parish Council directly, the County Council
has committed to investigate if there are any measures that can be installed to protect Brookside Cottages
from future HGV strikes. As | am sure you will understand, this work can only be carried out when it is safe
to do so, so we will need to wait for the work to be completed to stabilise the building. Once this work has
been concluded we will provide feedback to the residents and Parish Council.
A response was sent to ask that the Parish Council should be included at the earliest possible stage as
they have a strong understanding of the local issues and the feeling of the parishioners.
WSCC have confirmed that the parish representatives and the SDNPA will be approached once
technical work has been undertaken to design possible solutions.

Resolution 3 - sent to WSCC
"The unanimous view of the Parish Meeting is that WSCC should undertake a thorough review of the way
Road closure and diversion signage is implemented, to ensure it both satisfies the Code of Practice and
ensures that all road users receive clear information"

Response from Joy Dennis, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport

The diversion signage was inspected on Friday and again over the weekend to ensure it is fit for purpose
and satisfies the relevant Code of Practice. The diversion will continue to be inspected three times a week
and we will carry out ad hoc inspections where issues are reported to us.

As has been highlighted during these closures, motorists have been ignoring signage placed out on the
network so it is very unlikely that WSCC will be adding further signage, in addition to the bespoke South
Harting signage which has already been produced.

The following recommendations are made:
To note the report



Agenda Item 10 - Proposed ban for Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) over 7.5 tonnes in

South Harting

At the Parish Meeting on 21 October 2024 a number of people raised the possibility of trying to ban
HGV’s of over 7.5 tonnes passing through South Harting. This has become of high importance since the
house strike by an HGV on 1 Brookside Cottages in June 2024 and the subsequent road closure. It was
thought at the time this would need a TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) but subsequent communication
from WSCC has indicated such a change would need to be submitted as a Community Highways
Scheme (CHS), see below in blue italics.

“It is noted from the minutes of the meeting that there is some desire to restrict movement of HGV's
within the village and any application to do so would need to be submitted as a Community Highways
Scheme. HGVs provide essential deliveries and therefore restrictions are very unlikely to be supported
unless there are physical restrictions which cannot be overcome, for example a low or weak bridge.”

Since the Parish Meeting there have been several incidents involving large HGV’s in the village with
another house being clipped and two vehicles getting stuck in South Acre.

Despite the initial negative response from WSCC it is important, due to the local situation and desire of
residents, the Council considers the investigation and potential to make either a TRO or CHS application
to ban HGV’s over 7.5 tonnes.

The following recommendations are made:
i. That the Council agree to support an application for a ban of Heavy Goods Vehicles over 7.5 tonnes,
other than for access, in South Harting
ii. If (i) is agreed, that the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee should investigate the situation
further and start to gather the necessary evidence



Agenda Item 11 - South Gardens play equipment repair and maintenance

At its meeting in October 2024 the Council agreed the schedule of repair and maintenance for the play area in South Gardens. Two local contractors were

contacted and have provided quotes, these are detailed in the table below.

Item | Area/equipment Description of Issue Notes
1 Slide Holes in surface 475.00 363.00
Power wash surface
Refill and glue gaps in surface shrinkage
2 Exercise bike Tighten loose bolts 20.00 31.00
3 Rocker dinosaur Replace missing bolts 60.00 151.00 a
Tighten hand grips
Descale and repaint
4 Multiplay climber Replace decayed timbers 575.00 634.00 b
Replace missing caps
Advise if metal casing/boots would be a good idea
to protect timber legs in the future
5 Supernova carousel Repair damaged surface 150.00 1372.00 o
6 Swing basket Repair damaged surface 240.00 219.00
Tighten loose bolts
Replace worn chain link connectors 92.00
7 Swings Check and adjust swings for free movement 150.00 69.00
8 Rotator — long pole Dismantle, repair and replace bearings 1550.00 372.00
9 Space net Replace or tighten fixtures 20.00 69.00
10 Boulders Reposition to be closer than 600mm 190.00 559.00 d
11 3 seater rocker Descale and repaint 270.00 205.00
12 Clean all equipment and Cleaning of all equipment and surfaces not 850.00 2221.00 e
surfaces included above.
Subtotal 4550.00 6357.00
Vat 910.00 1271.40
Total Quote 5460.00 7628.40




Notes
Both contractors are local to the Parish and both have carried out satisfactory repairs and maintenance in past years. Both companies provided quotes
promptly and to the specification.

a. ‘A’ hasincluded the descale and repaint of the ‘Rocker Dinosaur’ in the total of item 11

b. Both contractors were asked to provide advice on fitting metal shoes to each of the timber posts to offer protection into the future. Neither felt this was
justified given the apparatus have about a further 2-3 years lifespan. The cost would be in the region of £2.5k

c. Both contractors were asked to quote to repair damaged surface. The ‘A’ quote addresses this. The ‘B’ quote includes ‘import screened/seeded top soil,
level and compact over existing area and supply and lay 25sgm new grass mat surfacing. This surface area has been badly worn and it is believed
vandalized.

d. ‘A’ states ‘repostion so closer than 600mm’. ‘B’ states ‘set out and excavate new foundation points to maximum 600mm distance, set boulders into
position and reinstate existing foundation holes with screened/seeded top soil

e. ‘A’ states total cost for cleaning £850. ‘B’ details £2221 as total cost broken down as follows:

Space net £667.00
Rubber surfacing (approx. 145sqm) £722.00
All other items excluding above £832.00

The following recommendation is made:
that the Council appoints the contractor to carry out play equipment repairs and maintenance work in South Gardens.



Agenda Item 12 - Government Public Consultation on Remote Meetings and Proxy Voting
At the current time all councillors are required by law to attend Parish and Town Council meetings in
person. The Government is now consulting on introducing powers for Parish and Town Councils to apply to
the relevant authority for a dispensation to attend formal council meetings remotely and vote by proxy in
certain circumstances.

Please click on the link for more information. Enabling remote attendance and proxy voting at local
authority meetings - GOV.UK

In 2020 temporary legislation was brought in to allow council’s to meet and make decisions online, this
was crucial to ensure the community was supported during a difficult period.

Both individual councillors and council bodies are encouraged to complete the questionnaire, this can be
accessed via the link above.

The questionnaire speaks about both remote and hybrid meetings. It is worth noting the latter would
require equipment such as a ‘meeting owl’ and associated hardware to enable good communication and
understanding during the meeting, an estimated cost is between £1.5 - £2k. There would also be a need for
wifi at a meeting venue.

The Council is asked to discuss and answer the following consultation questions below. Please note these
are questions specific to the council body and so do not reflect the numbering in the consultation.

1. Do you agree with the broad principle of granting local authorities’ powers to allow remote attendance
at formal meetings?
YES/NO

2. If you answered 'Yes' to question 1, do you think that there should be specific limitations on remote
attendance? Tick all that apply and add additional comments in the box if required
OAny formal meeting allowing remote attendance should have at least two thirds of members in
physical attendance
0 Members should only be able to attend council meetings remotely in exceptional circumstances,
such as those who are medically or physically unable to attend, or for reasons of local or national
emergencies
OThere should be no limitations placed upon councils with regard to setting arrangements for remote
attendance of council meetings, up to and including full remote attendance
[0 Additional information

3. If you are responding to this consultation on behalf of a council as a whole, what proportion of the
council’s current elected members are likely to seek to attend council meetings remotely over the
course of a year?

CLess than 10%

COMore than 10% but less than 50%
OMore than 50% but less than 90%
O Most of them 90% to 100%

4, The government recognises that there may be cases in which it is necessary for councils to hold
meetings fully remotely. Do you think there should be limitations placed on the number of fully remote
meetings councils should be able to hold?

OCouncils should be able to allow full remote attendance at up to half of council meetings within a 12-
month calendar period

OCouncils should only have the flexibility to change a meeting from in-person to online, or vice versa,
due to unforeseen and exceptional circumstances

OCouncils should not have the flexibility to conduct fully remote meetings to ensure there is always an
in-person presence

CJAdd any other comments that you have



Do you think there are there any necessary procedural measures that would help to ensure a remote or
hybrid attendance policy is workable and efficient? Tick all the options that correspond with your view
and use the free text box for any other comments.

OCouncils should be required to publish a list of attendees joining the meeting remotely and give
notice if a meeting is being held with full remote attendance

OCouncils should be required to ensure that standard constitutional arrangements are followed for
hybrid and fully remote meetings

OCouncils should be required to make arrangements to ensure restricted items (where a council
decision is taken in private to protect confidentiality) are managed appropriately and to require
remotely attending members to join from a private location

OJAdd any other comments that you have

Do you think legislative change to allow councillors to attend local authority meetings remotely should
or should not be considered for the following reasons? Tick all the statements below that apply to your
point of view.

Should be considered because:

Ot is a positive modernising measure

it would likely increase the diversity of people willing and able to stand for election in their local area,
making councils more representative of the communities they serve

OCouncils would be more resilient in the event of local or national emergencies which prevent in-
person attendance

OJAdd any other reasons that it should be considered

Should not be considered because:

OCouncillors should be physically present at all formal meetings

OIt could lead to a significant number of councillors habitually attending remotely and ultimately
reduce the effectiveness of councils

Oit would be more difficult for councillors to build personal working relationships with colleagues, and
engage with members of the public in attendance at meetings

CJAdd any other reasons that it should be considered

In your view, would allowing councillors to attend formal local authority meetings remotely according
to their needs particularly benefit or disadvantage individuals with protected characteristics? For
example, those with disabilities or caring responsibilities.

Oit would benefit members

Oit would disadvantage members

O Neither

OJAdd any further comments you have on this question

Proxy voting

Proxy voting is a form of voting whereby a member of a decision-making body may delegate their
voting power to another representative to enable a vote in their absence. It is possible some members
may find that, due to their personal circumstances, they are temporarily unable to participate in
meetings even if remote attendance provisions are in place. Provisions for proxy voting could provide
additional flexibility to those who really need it on a time-limited basis, allowing affected members to
indirectly exercise their democratic duty, participate in their local authority’s governance, and ensure
that their views are taken into consideration. In the context of local authorities, the representative
would have to be another elected member of the local authority.

In addition to provisions allowing for remote attendance, do you consider that it would be helpful to
introduce proxy voting?

Oves

ONo

OUnsure

If yes, for which of the following reasons which may prohibit a member’s participation in council
meetings do you consider it would be appropriate? Please select all that apply:



OPhysical or medical conditions
CCaring responsibilities
OParental leave or other responsibilities
OJAdd any other reasons
9. Are there circumstances in which you feel proxy voting would not be appropriate?
OAdd your comments
10. If you think proxy voting is appropriate, are there any limitations you think should be placed upon it?
OJAdd your comments

The following recommendation is made:
To consider the Public Consultation on Remote Meetings and Proxy Voting and to agree the responses
to the questionnaire.

Agenda Item 13 - Additional Clerk hours

As a result of the increase in work load associated with road closures for both 1 Brookside Cottages and
the Uppark sewage works the Clerk has worked a surplus of 24 hours in addition to the contracted 18
hours per week. Normally hours are evened out through flexible working, but this has not been possible in
the current circumstances.

The following recommendation is made:

To consider the payment of an additional 24 hours to the Clerk for hours worked above contracted hours.

Agenda Item 14 — Local Government pay agreement

Briefing Note

NALC (National Association of Local Councils) has confirmed that the National Joint Council for Local
Government Services has reached an agreement on the rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2024 to 31
March 2025.

The award is based on a flat rate of £1290 based on 37 hours per week, this equates to 66 pence per hour.
The pay award for the Harting clerk is automatic applied as the payscale is detailed within the employment
contract. Back pay has been included in the November salary.

The following recommendation is made:

To note the report.

Agenda Item 18 — Correspondence

Sent/Rcd | Correspondents Details

All items are covered within agenda items.




Agenda Item 19

Iltems raised at previous meetings:

Clerk’s Reports - Harting Parish Council —21 November 2024

Operation Watershed
Applications

Gulley clearance

Flooding signage

Topic/Date first Item Detail Action by Status
raised
Dec 2023 - Min 171 Flooding Clerk, HABAC

Scope 1 contractor selected, and final application submitted to WSCC on 18 October
2024. It is hoped a decision will have been reached by the November meeting. WSCC
have advised the contractor should be asked to book road space. Scope 2 at Hurst has
been deferred.

Drain Working Group have been actively clearing gulleys in the central village and
North Lane which seems to have made a difference in the heavy rains. WSCC seem to
have directed DrainLine appear to clear gulleys in the village. Clerk is trying to find out
more information, still no further information from WSCC by 14 Nov 2024.

WSCC have confirmed gulley clearance and CCTV work being undertaken on 21 Nov
and Council has been asked to communicate works locally to stop cars parking and
blocking the gulleys.

WSCC suggest advice needs to be given from Highways as signage can be an
obstruction. Initial response from WSCC to confirm passing to another department for
comment. Still awaiting further information 14 Nov 2024.

Speedwatch
November 2020

Speedwatch

Clerk

7 more volunteers have come forward since the Parish Meeting and are currently
undergoing the online training. The original non responders will now be removed
from the list and there should be a good number to move the campaign forward. A
couple of people have indicated they may be willing to lead the group.

Group training to be arranged by police when online training complete.

Potential locations to be assessed and agreed by the Police.




Equipment to be purchased.

B2146 Hurst to To investigate a joint cross | AS — Harting Cross boundary meeting arranged with Chairs of Harting and Buriton parish councils,
Stanbridge boundary approach with DJ - Buriton WSCC and Hampshire Highways officers and County Councillors took place on 19 April
Min 122 Sept 2022 Buriton PC to help improve 2023.
the safety of the stretch of Landowners had initially indicated an agreement in principle to allow a new footpath
road. to create a safe route away from the main road, however this may no longer be the
case. Further information is awaited.
POSAC/Woodland Commission Management | Woodland & Council agreed aims and objectives for the Plan.
and Tree Sub Plan for South Gardens Tree Sub Leaf off survey took place on 27 February 2024. Some works have now been
committee Committee completed adjacent to the road. Works in South Gardens including a recently fallen.
(minute 172 - (WTSC)
2022/23)
TRO application Apply for 40mph speed TW/AP Council agreed to make TRO application on 19 October 2023.
October 2023 restriction from Hampshire WSCC confirmed application now passed initial assessment and detailed assessment.
Minute 148 Border to Hurst Farm TRO moderation and design stage now being undertaken ahead of public consultation.
Traffic Working To consider the possibility Public consultation for TRO 20mph zone in South Harting and reduction of speed from
Group of applying for a the Petersfield Road is needing to be re-advertised as incorrect information was
Community Highways included in the first one. The 20mph zones had to be changed and the Parish Council
Scheme (CHS) to improve was able to meet with WSCC to ensure the changes were reasonable. Still planned for
safety for pedestrians and implementation in March 2025.
to re_dlt|ce the :speed of The road space for the South Gardens crossing works has been started and will
traffic in the village continue for about 5 weeks until 13 December 2024. The works have uncovered some
necessary repairs for the wall surrounding the car park, WSCC are carrying out this
work. The £25k grant from SDNPA has been recieved.
Sewage Discharge Continually high levels of TW/AS/SBR Letter sent to Southern Water asking why the discharge levels are so high and what is

April 2023 — Min 283

sewage discharge from the
treatment works at South
Harting

being done to address this and if and how the planned expansion of the site will make
a difference.
No response.




Water Pump
restoration

June 2022

Village pump restoration project

Information to be sought on potential grants and follow up further quotes. Local stone
mason had been approached and is happy to take a look and advice, they may or may
not quote.

Concrete bus shelter | The concrete base is ™ Contractor needed to make safe.

base breaking up and needs

May 2022 attention

Online Safety To organise free Online TW Daniel Sykes, Cyber Crime Protect and Prepare Officer from the Surrey and Sussex
Presentation Safety presentation by Police contacted to progress arrangements, potential meeting in autumn 2024.
April 2024 — Minute | Surrey and Sussex Police

280

Parish Council Setting up of Council ™ Council agreed to set up of Facebook page.

Facebook Page Facebook page to improve Clerk to progress when there is a suitable time to spend some time investigating.
October 2023 communication

Minute 152

Insurance Claim Claim from Hastings Direct | TW A claim had been received from Hastings Direct, on behalf of a client, regarding

for damage to a car from a
tree falling from Council
land on 28 February 2020

alleged damage to a car from a tree falling from Council land in February 2020.
Insurers maintain the Council is not at fault.

The statute of limitation is 7 years (injury 3 years) so the case cannot be fully closed
until that time.

Trish Walker - Clerk




