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  HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Minutes of the Meeting of Harting Parish Council held at Harting Community Hall, South 

Harting on Thursday 21 November 2024 at 7.30 pm. 

 
Present: Mr Shaxson (Chair), Mr Bonner, Mrs Bramley, Mrs Cormack, Mrs Hewetson, Mrs 
Martin, Mrs Maxwell Davies, Mr Miller, Mr Olphert and Mr Palmer.  
Mr Tim O’Kelly attended in his role as District Councillor.  
 
In attendance: Trish Walker, Parish Clerk.  
 
There were no members of public in attendance. 
 
166. Apologies for absence: Mrs Curran and Dr Kate O’Kelly (County Councillor).  
167. Declarations of Interest: None. 
168. Minutes from Meeting held on 17 October 2024. 

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 September 2024 were 
agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record.  

169. Questions from the Public: None. 
Mr Olphert left the meeting.  

170. Matters of Urgent Public Importance: None.  

Mrs Hewetson joined the meeting. 

171. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

Mr O’Kelly had circulated a report ahead of the meeting. There were no further 

questions.  

172. Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting and the associated road closure 
There had been no further progress since the October Council meeting. It is anticipated 
the support scaffolding will be erected in the near future. It was believed the application 
for this had been submitted to WSCC.  
Dr Kate O’Kelly will be asked to investigate this further with WSCC and provide an 
update.  
  
The following proposal was made and agreed:  
To note the report 
 

173. Uppark Road Closure update  
The delivery of Phase 1 of the Uppark sewerage works progressed well and the road was 
able to be opened 9 days ahead of schedule on 26 October 2024. This was welcomed by 
the community.  
During the works there were some problems regarding access for homeowners to Hill 
Lane but after some lengthy discussions with Uppark arrangements were made to allow 
residents two way access at certain times of the day. Although this was not entirely 
ideal, it was a compromise that seemed to work.  
The impact of the closure on the village was far reaching and as well as local residents 
having to take long detours to reach Chichester the local businesses suffered a 
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substantial drop in footfall. The impact of the works was discussed at some length 
during the Parish Meeting, attended by 100 local residents, on 21 October. Further 
details of this meeting can be found in Minute 174 below.   
The dates for the Phase 2 works are still to be agreed, they will take place over a 6-7 

week period in spring/summer 2025, during this time the B2141 to Chichester will be 

accessible but it is currently understood the B2146 to Compton will be fully closed.  

The Parish Council is trying to arrange another Parish Meeting, ahead of the Phase 2 
works, with WSCC and the National Trust. WSCC have indicated they would attend.  
 
The following proposals were made and agreed:  

i. To note the report 
ii. To note the Parish Council is trying to arrange a Parish Meeting with WSCC and the 

National Trust to discuss the Phase 2 works  
 

174. Report on the Road Closure Parish Meeting on 21 October 2024 and follow up actions  
The Parish Meeting was held at Harting Community Hall on 21 October 2024 and was 
well attended by 100 local residents. The minutes of the meeting can be accessed via 
the following link  20241021-Road-Closure-Parish-Meeting-Minutes-21-October-2024.pdf 
As a result of the meeting 3 resolutions were agreed and sent to either the National 
Trust or WSCC. Each resolution is shown below with responses shown in blue italics. 
 
Resolution 1 – sent to the National Trust 
" The unanimous view of the Parish Meeting is to require The National Trust as the 
organisation responsible for the works causing the road closure, and Chichester District 
Council as the authority responsible for providing assistance to businesses affected by 
events beyond their control, to ensure compensation is provided to all affected 
businesses.  This resolution will be backed by petitions submitted by the affected 
businesses".  
The National Trust appreciate the affect the recent road closures associated with the Uppark 
sewage project have had on the local community. The organisation worked closely with the 
relevant statutory bodies, alongside community representatives, to plan how this closure 
could be delivered with minimal disruption, and we are pleased to note that the road reopened 
nine days ahead of schedule. These works were carefully planned and communicated well in 
advance, and all necessary consents were in place before they started. Both prior to and 
during the works, the National Trust, our partners, and our contractors, did all that we could to 
mitigate for the road closures. Originally, the road was to be part closed with traffic lights, but 
it was subsequently decided in the interests of safety that the road needed to be fully closed 
and diversions set up. The National Trust does not consider there to be any legal basis for 
paying compensation. Should any business or individual feel that they have a legal basis to 
make a claim for compensation, then they should write to the National Trust 
at Uppark@nationaltrust.org.uk clearly setting out that claim. 
A response was sent to suggest the decision should be reviewed in the light of the strong 
volunteer support and goodwill given to Uppark over the 70 years since it was given to 
the National Trust. This has been sent to Director level for review and response.  

 
 
 

https://harting-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2024/10/20241021-Road-Closure-Parish-Meeting-Minutes-21-October-2024.pdf
mailto:Uppark@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Resolution 2 – sent to WSCC 
"The unanimous view of the Parish Meeting is to request that without delay WSCC 

undertake a thorough assessment of the traffic flow and road alignment through South 

Harting with a view to both ensuring that Grade II listed 1, Brookside Cottages is 

protected from vehicle impact and that improvements can be made to ensure the safe 

movement of traffic and pedestrians through the village".   

Response from Joy Dennis, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport 
As we have previously stated, both in our statement and to the Parish Council directly, 
the County Council has committed to investigate if there are any measures that can be 
installed to protect Brookside Cottages from future HGV strikes.  As I am sure you will 
understand, this work can only be carried out when it is safe to do so, so we will need to 
wait for the work to be completed to stabilise the building. Once this work has been 
concluded we will provide feedback to the residents and Parish Council.   
A response was sent to ask that the Parish Council should be included at the earliest 
possible stage as they have a strong understanding of the local issues and the feeling of 
the parishioners.  They have also queried why WSCC need to wait until work to the 
building has been completed; the options could be investigated at any time.   
WSCC have confirmed that the parish representatives and the SDNPA will be 
approached once technical work has been undertaken to design possible solutions.  

 

 Resolution 3 - sent to WSCC 
"The unanimous view of the Parish Meeting is that WSCC should undertake a thorough 

review of the way Road closure and diversion signage is implemented, to ensure it both 

satisfies the Code of Practice and ensures that all road users receive clear information" 

Response from Joy Dennis, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport 
The diversion signage was inspected on Friday and again over the weekend to ensure it is 
fit for purpose and satisfies the relevant Code of Practice.  The diversion will continue to 
be inspected three times a week and we will carry out ad hoc inspections where issues 
are reported to us. 

As has been highlighted during these closures, motorists have been ignoring signage 
placed out on the network so it is very unlikely that WSCC will be adding further 
signage, in addition to the bespoke South Harting signage which has already been 
produced. 

 
The following proposals were made and agreed: 
To note the report 
 

175. Proposed ban for Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) over 7.5 tonnes in South Harting  

At the Parish Meeting on 21 October 2024 a number of people raised the possibility of 
trying to ban HGV’s of over 7.5 tonnes passing through South Harting in order to avoid 
another building strike.  
It was initially thought a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) would be needed but 
communication from WSCC had indicated such a change would be very unlikely and 
would also require a successful Community Highways Scheme (CHS) application.  
Some concerns were raised about the impact of such a ban on local farmers, household 
deliveries, refuse collection etc. However, it was confirmed this ban would be to stop 
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vehicle of over 7.5 tonnes who simply pass through the village to shorten travel distance 
or time.  
Since the Parish Meeting there had been several incidents involving large HGV’s in the 
village with another house being clipped, two vehicles getting stuck in South Acre and a 
lorry driving up The Street backing back to The Ship and demolishing the ‘Give Way’ sign 
outside it.  
The members felt that, given the strong response at the Parish Meeting, the process to 
propose a ban should be investigated further by the Highways and Byways Advisory 
Committee.  
 

The following proposals were made and agreed: 

i. That the Council agree to support an application for a ban of Heavy Goods Vehicles 

over 7.5 tonnes, other than for access, in South Harting 

ii. If (i) is agreed, that the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee should investigate 

the situation further and start to gather the necessary evidence 

 

176. South Gardens play equipment repair and maintenance  

Two local contractors had been requested to provide quotes for the repairs 

recommended via the Play Area Inspection in July 2024 and the cleaning of the play area 

in South Gardens.  The members considered the anonymised quotes and, after some 

discussion agreed to appoint contractor B, subject to confirmation of an item, to carry 

out the repair and maintenance works.   

The following proposal was made and agreed: 

That the Council agree to appoint Playsafe Playgrounds Ltd to carry out the repair and 
maintenance works to the play areas in South Gardens at a cost of £6357 + vat.   

 

177. Government Public Consultation on Remote Meetings and Proxy Voting  
Currently all councillors are required by law to attend Parish and Town Council meetings 
in person. The Government had issued a consultation on the introduction of powers for 
Parish and Town Councils giving them the relevant authority to attend formal council 
meetings remotely and vote by proxy in certain circumstances.  
Both individual councillors and council bodies were encouraged to complete the 
questionnaire. 
The members discussed the questionnaire in some detail and the following points were 
agreed: 

• Agreement with the broad principle of granting local authorities powers to allow 

remote attendance at formal meeting.  

• Any formal meeting allowing remote attendance should have at least two thirds of 
members in physical attendance 

• Members should only be able to attend council meetings remotely in exceptional 
circumstances, such as those who are medically or physically unable to attend, or 
for reasons of local or national emergencies  

• That it was likely between 10% to 50% of members may seek to attend a council 

meeting remotely over the course of a year 
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• Councils should only have the flexibility to change a meeting from in-person to 

online, or vice versa, due to unforeseen and exceptional circumstances  

• Councils should be required to ensure that standard constitutional arrangements 
are followed for hybrid and fully remote meetings and that restricted items are 
managed appropriately 

• This would be a positive modernising measure which would  likely increase the 
diversity of people willing and able to stand for election in their local area, 
making councils more representative of the communities they serve  

• Councils would be more resilient in the event of local or national emergencies 
which prevent in-person attendance 

• It would benefit members  

• The Council did not support the introduction of proxy voting.  

The members noted there would be a financial impact if there was a requirement to 
provide hybrid meetings as the appropriate IT equipment would cost in the region of 
£1.5-£2k. 
 
The following proposal was made and agreed:  

That the Clerk would respond to the Public Consultation on Remote Meetings and Proxy 

Voting questionnaire based on the views expressed at the meeting.  

 
178. Additional Clerk hours 

As a result of the increase in workload associated with road closures for both 1 

Brookside Cottages and the Uppark sewage works the Clerk had worked a surplus of 24 

hours in addition to the contracted 18 hours per week. Normally hours are evened out 

through flexible working, but the current situation has not enabled this. The Clerk was 

thanked for her hard work.  

The following proposal was made and agreed: 
To pay an additional 24 hours to the Clerk for hours worked above contracted hours.  
 

179. Local Government pay award 

NALC (National Association of Local Councils) had confirmed that the National Joint 
Council for Local Government Services had reached an agreement on the rates of pay 
applicable from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025. The award was based on a flat rate of 
£1290 based on 37 hours per week, this equating to 6pence per hour.  
It was noted this pay award had been automatically applied to the clerk’s pay in 
November as the payscale is specified within the employment contract.  
The following proposal was made and agreed: 

To note the report 

 

180. Finance 
180.1. It was agreed that the following payments should be made: 

Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary - November 1,801.06 

Debra Harknett-Godfree Hall Bookkeeping  206.25  

Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription  15.59  

MH Kennedy & Son Ltd Grass cutting  210.00  
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Arborlec Services Ltd Tree works  558.00  

 

180.2. Bank Signatories - It was agreed that Mrs Bramley and Mr Miller would 

authorise the November online payments. 

180.3. Income to note for October 2024  

£1312.49 Vat refund 

£1654.44 CIL funding 

£25000.00 CIL Grant for South Gardens crossing 

181. Bank Reconciliation for October 2024 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation had been scrutinised and signed by the 

Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Chairman of the Council signed the 

reconciliation in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations.  

182. Bank balance as of 31 October 2024 - £142,227.56 (earmarked funds £76k) 

183. Budget Statement to 31 October 2024 

Noted. 

184. Planning Committee 

The minutes of the Planning Committees held on 17 October 2024 were noted. 

185. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives 

HCH – there was no Hall update.  

WMPF – there was a suggestion that car parking grid might be considered within the 

playing fields.  If this is seriously considered, the Council as landlord anticipate an official 

approach from the WMPF.  

186. Correspondence 

There had been no correspondence other than regular items and those already included 

in the main agenda.  

187. Clerk’s report 

The report was noted. 

188. Items for future meetings  

Budget and precept 2025/26 
Restoration of water pump 
Car parking 

189. Date of next meeting: The next full meeting would be held on Thursday 19 December 
2024 at 7.30pm in British Legion Hall, South Harting. 

 
As the publicity of the next item might have been deemed prejudicial to the public 

interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the 

members resolved that the press and public would be excluded during consideration of 

the next agenda item, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s2.  

 

190. Car Parking 

The Council debated this item and noted the details in the confidential report dated 21 

November 2024. 

 
The meeting was closed at 8.53 pm. 


