
         MEETING OF HARTING PARISH COUNCIL 

You are hereby summoned to a Meeting of Harting Parish Council to be held at 

the British Legion Hall, South Harting on 

Thursday 19 December 2024 at 7.30pm 

 

The Press and Public are welcome to attend. 

Trish Walker 

Clerk to Harting Parish Council            Published 14 December 2024 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 

3. Minutes - to approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21 November 

2024. 

4. Questions from the Public (limited to 15 minutes in total) This provides an opportunity for members of 

the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting except by special invitation of the 

Chairman) to ask questions for up to 3 minutes, raising concerns or making comments on matters affecting 

Harting parish. No decision can be taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide to refer any matters 

raised for further consideration. 

5. Matters of Urgent Public Importance – raised with consent of the Chairman. 

6. Reports from the County and District Councillor 

7. Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting and the associated road closure 
(see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made:  

To note the report 

8. Standard grants applications 2025/26 (see supporting document) 

The following recommendations are made: 

i. To agree that the Council allocate the following grants in 2025/26 

a. Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Fields – (£2720 each) 

£5440 total 

b. Harting Parish hospital car scheme - £180 

c. Petersfield Citizens Advice Bureau - £300 

d. Allotment rents -£25 

e. The Parish Church and Congregational Church burial grants – (£200 each) £400 

total 

ii. To agree, as part of their overall grants, to recommend that the Council also covers 

the cost of the insurance premiums for Harting Community Hall and the War 

Memorial Playing Field and the cost of a bookkeeper for the former. 

9. Budget and Precept 2025/26 (see supporting document) 

The Finance Committee recommends a budget of £56,975 for the financial year 2024/25 

with the precept also at £56,975. This equates to an increase to the precept of £1043, a 

1.86% increase on the previous financial year. No funds will be offset against the 

reserves. 

The following recommendations are made:  

i. that the Council agree the Budget for the financial year 2025/26 



ii. that the Council agree to request £62,000 as the precept from CDC (Chichester District 

Council) for the financial year 2025/26. 

10. Financial Regulations (see Finance Minutes dated 11 November 2024 for information.)  

The following recommendation is made: 

To adopt the new Financial Regulations 

11. Council Away Day feedback (see supporting document)  

The following recommendation is made:  

To note the report 

12. Grant application - Henry Warren Hall insurance (see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the grant application from the Henry Warren Club for the sum 

of £1731.28 to cover the cost of the annual insurance premium on the Henry Warren 

Village Hall. 

13. Grant application -  4 Sight (see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the grant application from 4 Sight for the sum of £130. 

14. Grant application – Eco Rother Action’s Fluidion Fund (see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the grant application from Eco Rother Action to contribute 

£300 toward the cost of a Fluidion Alert One. 

15. Speedwatch (see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council agree Mr Chris Mesney should be appointed as the leader of the Harting 

Parish Council Speedwatch group.  

16. All Parishes Meeting (see supporting document) 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council nominate two councillors/clerk to attend the CDC All parishes meeting 

on 3 February 2025 

15. Finance  

15.1. To approve expenditure for December 2024 

Undisclosed Clerk & RFO Salary - December 1,548.64 

HMRC  Tax and NI contributions  499.80  

Trish Walker Monthly Zoom subscription  15.59  

 

15.2. To agree the two banking signatories to authorise the online payments for 

December 2024. 

15.3. To note income for November 2024.  

None. 

15.4. To note that the bank reconciliation for November 2024 has been scrutinised 

and signed by the Chairman of the Finance Committee and will be signed by the 

Chairman of the Council in accordance with the Financial Regulations 

15.5. To note the bank balance as of 30 November 2024 - £139,430.66 (earmarked 

funds £76k) 

15.6. To note the budget statement to 30 November 2024 (attached) 

16. Planning -  To note the minutes of the planning committees held on 21 November 2024.  

17. Finance – To note the minutes (attached) of the Finance Committees held on 11 

November 2024 and 2 December 2024. 



18. Feedback from WMPF and HCH representatives (verbal reports) 

19. Correspondence (see supporting document) 

20. Clerks report (attached) 

21. Items for future meetings  

Restoration of water pump 

21. Date of next meeting – Parish Council Meeting 16 January 2025 at Harting Community 

Hall at 7.30pm. 

 

 



Supporting Documents 19 December 2024 
 

Agenda Item 7 - Damage to No 1 Brookside Cottages, South Harting and the associated 

road closure 
The installation of the supporting scaffolding was completed on 12 December 2024. At the time this report 

was written there is still a full road closure in place due to the crossing works to South Gardens.  

WSCC have indicated that traffic management (two way lights) will be installed in the week commencing 

16 December 2024 and the road will be re-opened to vehicular traffic.  

A verbal update will be given at the Council meeting on 19 December 2024 if any further information 

becomes available. 

  

The following recommendation is made:  

To note the report 

Agenda Item 8- Standard Grant Application 2025/26  
Each financial year the Council considers standard grants (as detailed in the Grants Policy) for inclusion in 

the annual budget. The Finance Committee considered these grants at its meeting on 11 November 2024, 

see minute in italics below: 

‘The members reviewed the grants for 2025/26 and agreed they should be included in the Budget Proposal 

to be presented to the full Council on 19 December 2024. It was noted the Council holds the grants each year 

until specific projects are identified, this enables the item or service to be gifted to the organisations with the 

Council reclaiming the vat. 

The members noted the balance of grant monies held on behalf of HCH (Harting Community Hall) was 

£3063.58. The WMPF balance was currently £nil.    

There was a discussion about the uplift of the grants to HCH and WMPF, these have traditionally been 

increased by the CPI rate on 1 September. The members agreed the grants should be increased to £2720, this 

being an increase of 2.6% (rounded to the nearest £5) in line with the CPI rate.    

There was a discussion about increasing the other grants but it was felt there was no evidence that more was 

required at this time.’ 
The Finance Committee have made the following recommendations for agreement by the Council: 

The following recommendations are made: 

i. To agree that the Council allocate the following grants in 2025/26 

a. Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Fields – (£2720 each) £5440 total 

b. Harting Parish hospital car scheme - £180 

c. Petersfield Citizens Advice Bureau - £300 

d. Allotment rents -£25 

e. The Parish Church and Congregational Church burial grants – (£200 each) £400 total 

ii. To agree, as part of their overall grants, to recommend that the Council also covers the cost of the 

insurance premiums for Harting Community Hall and the War Memorial Playing Field and the cost 

of a bookkeeper for the former. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agenda Item 9 - Budget and Precept 2025/26 

 



Notes to accompany budget 

1. Staff salary 

This takes account of cost of living increase from April 2025, this will be negotiated nationally in 2025. 

There has been a need to increase the budget by £900 to cover the changes to Employers NI announced in 

the budget. Parish councils are not able to claim the employment allowance to help with this cost.  

2. Parish Council and Community Hall insurance 

The Council and Community Hall insurances have been combined into one policy due to Sole Trustee 

status. The increase to budget reflects this and an expected general increase in cost.  

3. Room Hire 

In 2024/25 it was understood the Community Hall would charge for room hire and in return cover the cost 

of the hall bookkeeper. This has not happened and so the budget has been revised to reflect this There is 

no overall financial impact. 

4. Mixed repairs 

£1500 has been added to this budget heading in order to build up a reserve to cover future repair costs for 

the South Gardens car park.  

5. Tree survey 

There was no tree survey in 2024/25, the next ‘leaf on’ survey is due in June 2025. 
6. Community Hall insurance 

See note 2. 

7. Community Hall bookkeeping 

See note 3. 

8. Grants 

There has been a reduction in grant requests in 2024/25 and this has been reflected in the budget setting. 

  

The Finance Committee met on 11 November 2024 to consider the draft budget and precept 

recommendations for the Council. However, following receipt of the draft 2025/26 Taxbase rates, issued 

by Chichester District Council (CDC), it became evident the Taxbase had risen considerably. This is due to a 

decision by CDC that a premium of 100% would be added to all dwellings that are considered to be second 

homes. Further details can be found in the Finance Minutes dated 2 December 2024.  

At the later meeting it was agreed a proposal should be put to the Council for a budget of £62000 for the 

financial year 2025/26.This would represent a 8.82% increase on the previous year’s budget.  
It was also proposed the precept should be set at £62000 for the financial year 2025/26, again 

representing a 8.82% increase on the previous year. However, due to the increase in the Taxbase there 

would be no additional cost to households in the Parish. 

 

The following recommendations are made:  

i. that the Council agree the Budget for the financial year 2025/26 

ii. that the Council agree to request £62,000 as the precept from CDC (Chichester District Council) for 

the financial year 2025/26. 

 

 



 

 

Agenda Item 11 – Council Away Day feedback 
Report to follow.  

 

Agenda Item 12 - Grant application - Henry Warren Hall insurance  
A grant application has been received from the Henry Warren Village Club in Nyewood. The Hall Trustees 

are asking the Parish Council to provide a grant to cover the cost of the annual insurance for the Henry 

Warren Village Hall. Further details can be seen in the application copied below.  

The Harting Parish Council Grant policy lists the Henry Warren Club as an affiliated group which may 

receive Council support.  

The Parish Council reimbursed the insurance premium for last year at a cost of £1642.47. The premium for 

the forthcoming year is still to be confirmed but is not thought to exceed £1731.28. 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the grant application from the Henry Warren Club for the sum of up to £1731.28 

to cover the cost of the annual insurance premium on the Henry Warren Village Hall. 

 



 



 

 
The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the grant application from the Henry Warren Club for the sum of £1731.28  to 

cover the cost of the annual insurance premium on the Henry Warren Village Hall. 

 

Agenda Item 13 - Grant application -  4 Sight  
A grant application has been received from the charity 4 Sight. Further details can be seen in the 

application copied below. The charity has confirmed there are currently 2 clients receiving support in 

the Parish  

 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the grant application from 4 Sight for the sum of £130. 



 



 



 



 

Agenda Item 14 - Grant application – Eco Rother Action’s Fluidion Fund   
A grant application has been received from Eco Rother Action. Further details can be seen in the letter 

copied below.   

 

ERA’s Fluidion Fund – Letter to Parish Councils Requesting Contributions 

ERA - Eco Rother Action is sending this request to Parish Councils within our area (the villages between Petersfield 
and Midhurst) which either have the River Rother running through their parish, or whose Waste Water Treatment 
Works (WWTW) has an outfall that feeds into the Rother. ERA has been involved with river monitoring for 30 months, 
with the last 12 months being part of the much larger whole catchment (Rother and Arun) project headed up by the 
Western Sussex Rivers Trust.  

River surveys measure phosphate and nitrate levels, turbidity (murkiness), total dissolved solids, and temperature 
plus environmental observations. Nitrates predominantly come from agriculture, phosphates predominantly come 
from sewage. High phosphate readings can be indicative of ‘spills’ i.e. the release of untreated sewage from WWTWs. 
Such spills are allowed after exceptional rain, but should not happen at other times, and warrant investigation when 
they do.  

Phosphates and associated E.coli can be harmful to animals and humans. Many local people use the River Rother - 
wild swimmers, the fishing community, dog owners (whose dogs swim in the river). In Midhurst, there is an area 
locally known as ‘the beach’ where families with toddlers play in the Rother and other areas where students from the 
Midhurst Rother College swim in summer. Greater understanding of the bacterial load of the river would be useful to 
all these river users. Apart from the impact on us humans, there is obviously a negative impact on the ecology of the 
river. We report unacceptable measurements to the Environment Agency (EA). 

When we find that phosphate levels are high, we want to be able to also test for bacteria. The logistics of sending a 
sample to a lab are challenging – the sample has to be kept within certain temperature ranges, and arrive at the lab 
within a certain time, and the process is relatively expensive. These labs are not really set up to work with 
community groups like ours. 

We plan to buy a Fluidion Alert One – a piece of kit designed for use at the riverside by citizen scientists, which 
measures E.coli and total coliforms. ERA is fundraising to purchase a Fluidion specifically for our stretch of the River 
Rother and local ponds.  

A citizen science group in Henley has hit national news 2 years running with their results from using Fluidion Alert 
Ones prior to the regatta. They have 5 of these devices. The EA also makes use of them. Fluidion technology was used 
to test the Seine during the Paris Olympics. A Fluidion Alert One within our dedicated area would ensure that any 
noteworthy phosphate readings can be swiftly followed up on with a measurement of bacterial load. A Fluidion Alert 
One currently costs £3400, with running costs of around £17 per usage. We aim to raise £4000 to cover purchase and 
running costs for the first year. We will fundraise £1000 through events and private donations, and source grants for 
£2000. We ask our local parish councils to consider contributions proportionate to their populations as shown in the 
following table for the remaining £1000, any additional contributions above these figures would also be most 
appreciated: 

Parish Council £ 

Elsted and Treyford 60 

Harting 300 

Rogate 320 

Stedham with Iping 160 

Trotton with Chithurst 70 

Woolbeding with Redford 40 

 

Thank you for considering the above request and we will keep you informed of developments. 

 



The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council considers the grant application from Eco Rother Action to contribute £300 toward the 

cost of a Fluidion Alert One. 

 

Agenda Item 15 - Speedwatch   
Subsequent to the Parish Meeting in October, a number of new volunteers have come forward with an 

interest in joining the Speedwatch group. A potential leader for this group has been identified who will 

be able to start to move things on. 

There will be a need to liaise with the Police to agree potential sites for the Speedwatch sessions as 

well as setting up rotas for teams and collation of collected information. There will need to be good 

communication between the group and the Council to ensure the necessary risk assessments and 

insurance requirements are satisfied.  

As a first step the Council is asked to agree that Mr Chris Mesney will be appointed as the lead for the 

Speedwatch group and give him permission to liaise with the necessary bodies, in conjunction with the 

Clerk, to ensure the campaign is operating as soon as possible in the New Year.  

 

The following recommendation is made: 

That the Council agree Mr Chris Mesney should be appointed as the leader of the Harting Parish Council 

Speedwatch group.  

 

Agenda Item 16 - All Parishes Meeting – Chichester District Council – 3 February 2025 
The All Parishes Meeting, organised by CDC will take place via Zoom on Monday 3 February 2025 at 

5.00pm. Two members of the Council are invited to attend. 

The agenda has not been published. 

 

The following recommendation is made:  

That the Council nominate two councillors/clerk to attend the CDC All parishes meeting on 3 February 2025 

 

Agenda Item 19 – Correspondence 
Sent/Rcd Correspondents Details 

   All items are covered within agenda items. 

 

 

 



 

 

                          Clerk’s Reports - Harting Parish Council –19 December 2024 

Agenda Item 20 

 

Items raised at previous meetings: 

 

Topic/Date first 

raised 

 

Item Detail Action by Status 

HABAC  

Dec 2023 – Min 171 

Flooding 

 

Operation Watershed 

Applications 

 

 

 

Gulley clearance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flooding signage 

 

 

 

Clerk, HABAC  

The contractor has been appointed and is currently applying for road space. It is 

anticipated works will start 25 February 2025. 

 

 

 

The gulley clearance and CCTV work due to take place on 21 Nov was cancelled as the 

lorry got stuck in snow on Goodwood hill. A further date is anticipated in the New 

Year. Mr Shaxson, Mr Palmer and Mr Ferrier (lead on the ‘drain gang’) are meeting 
with a WSCC officer on 9 January to walk North Lane and consider the issues there, in 

particular the broken drain at the southern end.    

 

 

WSCC suggest advice needs to be given from Highways as signage can be an 

obstruction. Initial response from WSCC to confirm passing to another department for 

comment. Still awaiting further information 14 Nov 2024. 

HGV Ban 

Min. 175 Nov 2024 

To make an application to 

ban HGV’s over 7.5 tonnes 
(except for access) 

from South Harting village 

Clerk, HABAC To be discussed at HABAC meeting on 7 January 2025. Clerk is trying to establish is an 

application would need to be made via a TRO or Community Highways Scheme. 



Uppark Road Closure 

& associated issues 

Min. 173 &174  

Nov 2024 

Issues and impact of the 

road closure in relation to 

sewage works.  

 Parish Meeting held on 21 October 2024.  

Compensation not forthcoming for local businesses affected during the road closure.  

Need to arrange further Parish Meeting with National Trust and WSCC to consider 

problems and to address arrangements for the Phase 2 closure in Spring 2025. 

Speedwatch 

November 2020 

 

 

Speedwatch 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

See agenda item 15.   

POSAC/Woodland 

and Tree Sub 

committee 

(minute 172 – 

2022/23) 

Commission Management 

Plan for South Gardens 

Woodland & 

Tree Sub 

Committee 

(WTSC) 

Council agreed aims and objectives for the Plan.  

Leaf off survey took place on 27 February 2024. Some works have now been 

completed adjacent to the road. Works in South Gardens including a recently fallen.   

TRO application 

October 2023 

Minute 148 

Apply for 40mph speed 

restriction from Hampshire 

Border to Hurst Farm 

TW/AP Council agreed to make TRO application on 19 October 2023.  

WSCC confirmed application now passed initial assessment and detailed assessment. 

TRO moderation and design stage now being undertaken ahead of public consultation. 

Clerk requested update 12 December 2024 and was told all moderations had been 

passed but Hampshire County Council had not supported. Clerk has now contacted 

Robert Mocatta, county councillor for the Petersfield area, to ask if they can speak to 

Hampshire CC about the decision.  

Traffic Working 

Group 

To consider the possibility 

of applying for a 

Community Highways 

Scheme (CHS) to improve 

safety for pedestrians and 

to reduce the speed of 

traffic in the village 

 Public consultation for TRO 20mph zone in South Harting and reduction of speed from 

the Petersfield Road is needing to be re-advertised as incorrect information was 

included in the first one. The 20mph zones had to be changed and the Parish Council 

was able to meet with WSCC to ensure the changes were reasonable. Still planned for 

implementation in March 2025.  

The road space for the South Gardens crossing works has been started and was due to 

last about 5 weeks to 13 December 2024. The works have uncovered some necessary 

repairs for the wall surrounding the car park, WSCC are carrying out this work.  The 

£25k grant from SDNPA has been received.    



Sewage Discharge 

April 2023 – Min 283 

Continually high levels of 

sewage discharge from the 

treatment works at South 

Harting 

TW/AS/SBR Letter sent to Southern Water asking why the discharge levels are so high and what is 

being done to address this and if and how the planned expansion of the site will make 

a difference.  

No response.  

Water Pump 

restoration 

June 2022  Village pump restoration project 

Information to be sought on potential grants and follow up further quotes. Local stone 

mason had been approached and is happy to take a look and advice, they may or may 

not quote. 

Concrete bus shelter 

base 

May 2022 

The concrete base is 

breaking up and needs 

attention 

TW Contractor needed to make safe. 

Online Safety 

Presentation 

April 2024 – Minute 

280 

To organise free Online 

Safety presentation by 

Surrey and Sussex Police 

TW Daniel Sykes, Cyber Crime Protect and Prepare Officer from the Surrey and Sussex 

Police contacted to progress arrangements. 

This doesn’t seem to be going anywhere. A meeting was set up in Rogate and sadly 
the officer was unable to attend at the last minute due to a priority situation.  

Parish Council 

Facebook Page 

October 2023 

Minute 152 

 

Setting up of Council 

Facebook page to improve 

communication  

TW Council agreed to set up of Facebook page.  

Clerk to progress when there is a suitable time to spend some time investigating. 

Insurance Claim Claim from Hastings Direct 

for damage to a car from a 

tree falling from Council 

land on 28 February 2020 

TW A claim had been received from Hastings Direct, on behalf of a client, regarding 

alleged damage to a car from a tree falling from Council land in February 2020. 

Insurers maintain the Council is not at fault.  

 The statute of limitation is 7 years (injury 3 years) so the case cannot be fully closed 

until that time.  

 

 Trish Walker - Clerk 


