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Annual Parish Meeting 2024 

Minutes 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting (APM) of Harting Parish was held at 7.30pm on Monday 13 May 2024 at Harting 
Village Hall.  
 
The meeting was chaired by the Chairman of the Parish Council Mr Andrew Shaxson and 61 members of 
the public were present. Local organisations and societies were present and had set up stands to provide 
information to advertise their activities and to encourage new volunteers and members.  
 
1. Welcome and introduction from the Chairman   
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting for 2024 and was delighted at the good 
turnout. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Caroline and John Miller, Leslie and Pat James, Vivien De Beer, James and 
Jackie Tyrie, Stuart Needham, Cathy Johnson Hill and Xa Palmer.   

 
3. Minutes 
The minutes of the last Annual parish meeting held on 1 March 2023 were approved as a correct record. 
 
4. Report from Harting Parish Council  

Mr Shaxson provided the report from the Parish Council reflecting on the previous year. A copy of the 
report can be seen at Appendix A below.  
 

5. Statutory reports from local charities 
The following organisations had provided reports which were available at the meeting in hard copy 
form or could be accessed via the Parish Council website.  
5.1. Fetherstonhaugh, Warren, Weaver, Feoffee and Henry Smith Charities – see Appendix B 
5.2. Fetherstonhaugh Charity for Poor Men – see Appendix C 
5.3. War Memorial Playing Field – see Appendix D 
5.4. Harting Community Hall -see Appendix E 
 

6. Meet the Organisations 
At this point in the meeting each organisation was given the opportunity to speak and highlight the 
highs and lows from the past year and call out for the help or support needed in the coming year. 
 

7. Open Forum 
There was then a period of questions to the Parish Council and the following items were raised: 
 
Anti-social driving 
Incidents of anti-social driving are a problem and particularly at the weekends or on Wednesday 
evenings, can the Parish Council take this forward to an Authority that might do something to help? 
The Chair agreed this was a recognised problem and the Parish Council would endeavour to push the 
Police to address this. 
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Parking near the Square, South Harting  
There is concern about the safety for both pedestrians and drivers due to the parking situation around 
the area of the junctions to the Square. Please can the Parish Council take this forward. 
The Chair confirmed this was a problem and safety was the key issue, vehicles should not be parked 
within 10 metres of a junction, however this still happens. The Parish Council is working towards 
identifying a suitable parking area but this is complex given the need to find and purchase suitable land 
as well as gain planning permission. He confirmed that sadly the parking issues were a problem across 
the whole parish.  

 

The meeting was closed at 8.10pm. 

 

 

Appendix A - Harting Parish Council  
Good evening etc.  I hope you have had an opportunity to view the stalls, and read the written reports from 
various parish organisations. There will be a further opportunity to browse after the more formal part of the 
meeting. This is the ninth annual report I have presented on behalf of the Parish Council, and whilst the 
Council’s core activities remain largely unchanged, every year brings something different and new 
challenges.  The one we have been addressing for some months has been the impact of ever-worsening road 
maintenance, exacerbated by a lot of rain.  Anthony Palmer, as chair of the Council’s Highways and Byways 
Committee, has been kept extremely busy.  We are all aware of somebody who has damaged their car in a 
pothole.  Please report the potholes on the WSCC website.  Bad drainage doubtless increases the problem, 
and the rain that fell last winter also caused damaging flooding in the centre of South Harting.  This was 
tackled almost entirely by self-help, during the events and after. These actions including the strategic 
placement by Alex Olphert of a bale of silage by the telephone exchange to divert flood water into the drain 
system, and the labour of a number of parishioners, the ‘drain gang’ who cleared a goodly number of gulleys 
in North Lane and elsewhere.  I am sure we collectively thank them, and all others who have volunteered 
their time during the past year.  We have a site visit with a civil engineering company tomorrow with the aim 
of addressing the already referred to habitual flooding west of the Congregational Church and that at Hurst.  
Sixty years on from the B2146 being re-aligned, the task could be quite challenging. Should there be ways 
that Parish Councils can be more involved in road maintenance, perhaps in partnership with neighbouring 
parishes? If so, how? 
Not all current road issues are so dispiriting.  One of the stalls indicates that the long-awaited Community 
Highways Scheme will soon be implemented, to include 20mph through the centre of S Harting and 
extending speed limits on the B 2146 west and south of the village. Allied to it a group of people are getting 
close to be able to operate the Community Speed-watch scheme.  If early-risers they might curtail the anti-
social and illegal behaviour of some motorists visiting Goodwood on the first Sunday of the month.  I know I 
wasn’t the only person to be aware of a convoy of 18 of them assaulting South Harting at 7am a couple of 
Sundays ago? To maximise the deterrence, we are likely to need more people trained and able to operate 
the Speedwatch system; we will aim to keep you informed of how it goes.   We are also getting close to a 
40mph restriction being put on the B 2146 from near Hurst Farm to the county boundary.  Common sense 
says why not onwards through Nursted rocks, but that is up to Hampshire CC.  They are aware of what is 
proposed, hopefully that stretch will follow.  
The Council habitually comments on planning applications, and thanks to Sheila Bramley for continuing to 
chair the committee so conscientiously. The somewhat controversial one considered this year, and quite 
likely to have some impact on South Harting, is the site for 5 houses opposite Smith Field permitted three 
months ago, subject to discharge of conditions.  The Council had several concerns, notably that there is 
insufficient parking provision.  If cars overflow from it they will join the ever increasing number of vehicles 
parked on the streets.  The Council will shortly be giving consideration to the parking of cars, but we do know 
that if there was a straight-forward solution it is likely to have been dealt with by now.    
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There were Council elections last May, and although only nine people put themselves forward for election 
we are now up to full strength.   I rightfully say ‘strength’ because the 11 councillors have many strengths, 
the outcome of their professional knowledge and interests, and the time they give to the task.  One aspect 
of this is financial management, where Trish as Responsible Financial Officer is well supported by Tim Bonner.  
The Council sometimes has over £100,000 in its coffers so it is essential it is correctly monitored.  If you are 
interested in the way the Council manages its finances on your behalf updated budgets accompany every 
agenda of the eleven Council meetings we have each year. You are very welcome to attend Council meetings; 
we try to ensure they are not long and it is usually only a contentious issue that prevents us finishing even 
the longest agenda well within an hour.   
Last year I stated that an increasing percentage of the money the Council raises is spent supporting village 
organisations by grant or gift.  We were worried about this trend continuing and suggested that the 
beneficiaries should investigate all ways to raise more money.  Some work has been done in this area - note 
the Humphrey Sladden room which has recently been opened – but the upward trend remains, not helped 
by large increases in insurance premiums. It is a concern; the more money used to underwrite such 
organisations, the greater the pressure to either raise the parish precept or spend less elsewhere.  That said, 
the reports submitted by the Community and Henry Warren Halls indicate that message is understood.  
Our thanks to all those people who took part in the process of enabling us to draw up a Parish Priority 
Statement for Harting.  It has been lodged with the SDNPA,  and will in any case provide us – all of us – with 
a steer concerning various important issues.  One is combating Climate Change.  The SDNPA is beginning to 
give serious consideration to revisions of the Local Plan for guiding development, which could include revised 
or new policies. The parish council, relevant organisations and individual parishioners are entitled to make 
representation to the SDNPA to influence changes in all area of policy.  Please consider commenting.  
I have already drawn attention to the hard work of some Councillors, but I would like to thank all of them 
for what they do on behalf of the parish.  Last but definitely not least I would like to thank Trish who in her 
cheerful and unflustered way deals with the challenges the Council, parish - and bureaucracy  - throw at her.   
 
Appendix B-  Fetherstonhaugh, Warren, Weaver, Feoffee and Henry Smith Charities  
The Trustees are as follows:  
Harting incumbent , Steve Walker, Pauline Barnfield, Liz Lawrence, Jane Healey, Linda  
Huggett, Bev Albery, Emma Overend and Hatti Cossart.   
Meetings are held 4 times a year    
The object of all three Charities is to give financial help to the elderly, infirm and families  
who reside in the Parish, as and when a need arises.  
All three Charities are well founded and in the case of the Henry Smith Charity date back  
to 1628  
All are registered with the Charity Commission.  
The figures for the three charities for 2023 are Current Account £5,738.39. Deposit Account  
£591.68.  
Donations for 2023 amounted to £5,680 of which £3,400 was for Tesco Vouchers.  
Pauline. M. Barnfield  -Treasurer 
Appendix C - Fetherstonhaugh Charity for Poor Men  
A capital sum of £265 was left in 1896 by Miss Featherstonhaugh and passed into the hands  
of the charity commission in 1916.   
Interest is paid annually. In December 2023 sums of £10 were paid to 5 men in the parish.    
The trustees are Mr Paul Glue, Mr Stephen Walker and Mr Kevin Clue. 
 
Appendix D - War Memorial Playing Field   

Year May 2023 – May 2024  
Football membership remains strong with some good results and many thanks to Matt  
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Weller and Joe Philips for running the Football club. The team has achieved a great deal  
this season and is in the Centenary Cup Final on the 11th May in Arundel.  
The Cricket Club had a better season in 2023 with more players being available and they  
hope to have a good 2024 season. The Tennis Club has maintained its membership over  
the past year and also enjoyed having a professional coach available now for all players.  
The Court is in a good condition.  
The weather this spring has had a marked effect on the field as it has been so difficult to  
keep it cut due to the wet weather. This has incurred extra expense as specialist  
machinery was required to cut the field. Hopefully the field will now recover well for the  
start of the cricket season. The relatively new oak gates were stolen on Easter Sunday  
which was a big shock as these were well secured. Mr David Bates came to our rescue  
with a field gate that was fitted immediately to keep the field as secure as possible.  
The Pavilion has had quite a few minor repairs carried and we are organising a  
refurbishment plan for the interior as this is now becoming very dated. This will be  
presented to the PC in the near future.  
The Committee encourages as ever participation in all sports and contact details are  
available in the Parish Magazine and online. We hope that the Field is used by the  
community throughout the year.  
Harting War Memorial Field Committee  
May 2024 
 
 
Appendix E - Harting Community Hall   
The last year has been a challenging year for the Hall, but also a very positive one.  
The main challenges have been the substantial increase in the Hall’s energy costs and  
other inflationary pressures, as well as the need to undertake necessary and overdue  
maintenance and refurbishments. The positive aspects have been the Harting Parish  
Council becoming the Sole Trustee, the supportive attitude of our regular users to the  
necessary increased hire charges, increased usage of the Hall and the introduction of  
new activities.  
The most visible signs of the refurbishment are the enhancement of the entrance hall  
and the main hall, a new sign and notice board outside the hall and further upgrading  
of the audio systems, the latter thanks to the generous support of the Harting Society.  
But probably the most significant change is the upgrading of the old upstairs committee  
room, now called The Humphrey Sladden Room, to become a small flexible and well 
equipped room available for hire. More refurbishment in other parts of the Hall is  
planned in the future.  
The greater usage of the hall reflects the return of ad hoc hirings for birthday parties  
and similar events post Covid, as well as the continued development of the Harting  
Film Nights to now include regular afternoon showings of Art films and, more  
significantly, the introduction of National Theatre Live showings. This has led to a  
welcomed increase in the Hall’s income and should allow the Hall to return to  
profitability in the next year.   
Although this is a positive picture, the future holds many challenges in both retaining  
our regular users, particularly the Pre-School, and attracting new users and activities,  
as well as maintaining and refurbishing a building that is beginning to show its age and  
in places wear out. To substantially lower our carbon footprint, as well as improving  
our income, we are investigating with Harting CAN’s support a plan to substantially  
increase our solar power capacity and remove our dependence on oil.  



 

5 
 

I would like to acknowledge the important support of the Harting Parish Council and  
the Hall’s regular users, as well as the significant contribution of the other members of  
the Committee and our long serving Caretaker to the success of the Hall.   
We welcome new volunteers for the Management Committee, new activities for the  
Hall and any suggestions or ideas to further enhance the Hall.  
Hugh Twiss  
Chairman the Community Hall Committee 


