HARTING PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Highways and Byways Advisory Committee (HABAC)

held via Teams on Tuesday 6 January 2026 at 6.00pm.

Present: Anthony Palmer (AP)(Chair), Sheila Bramley (SBr), Penny Curran (PC), Vicky
Maxwell Davies (VMD) and Andrew Shaxson (AS).

In attendance: Trish Walker (TW), Parish Clerk.

1. Apologies for absence: None.

2. Declarations of Interest: None.

3. Minutes of the meeting on 2 September 2025: The minutes were agreed as a true record
and will be signed in due course.

4. Matters arising: None.

5. Highways/Traffic Working Group

5.1.

5.2

5.3.

Community Speedwatch update
The group is now working well and planning sessions one month ahead to
ensure all operators are able to sign up to sessions. Some more Nyewood
residents have now been trained, and it is hoped they will be able to hold
some more speed watch sessions there.

. No.1 Brookside Cottages

A request had been made to Maria Vasileiadou, WSCC for more signage or repeaters
to try and reinforce the 20mph limit through the traffic lights by 1 Brookside Cottages.
A response is still awaited.

The planning application process still seems to be held and although a new report has
been uploaded to the planning system, it does not seem to be any further forward.
There was a problem with the traffic lights in the New Year, this was due to the
batteries needing changing. The new light set up has been a lot better.

AS is still waiting to have a meeting with SDNPA officers.

Potholes

There has been a sizeable pothole by Ivy House for some time and it has

been difficult to avoid due to the position of the traffic lights. It was noted a

vehicle had a puncture as a result of the pothole. The issue had been

reported and it was hoped would be resolved very soon. There was also

another pothole beyond Engine Farm.

SBr reported the road by Meadowbarn Farm, on the road between East

Harting and Nyewood, had subsided and was now quite tricky to drive along.

This had previously been reported, but it was agreed it would be reported

again.

Action

SBr to take photos and send to TW to report.



5.4. Hurst road 40mph TRO application
There was still no update on the installation date.

5.5. Potential TRO/CHS application for banning HGV's over 7.5 tonnes
The Clerk is still trying to find out if this would be via a TRO or CHS application. The
County Councillor has offered to find out some more information.
AS noted that, whilst he had been clearing gullies along the roadside, that there
appeared to be fewer HGV’s passing through and it was wondered if this is because
they are now taking a different route whilst the traffic lights and narrowed roadway
isin place. It may also be due to less traffic during the Christmas and New Year period,
but it was felt this was unlikely.

5.6. Nyewood Village TRO
A Nyewood resident is going to apply for a TRO for a 20mph limit through Nyewood.
This was agreed by the Parish Council as its meeting in November 2025. At the time
of the meeting that application had not been submitted.

5.7. Harting to Nyewood TRO
At its meeting in November 2025 the Parish Council had agreed to apply for a TRO for
a reduction in the speed limit from North Lane, South Harting to Nyewood. There was
some uncertainty about whether a 30mph or 40mph should be requested. TW had
sought advice from Oli King, WSCC but no response had been received at the time of
the meeting.
An urgent safety assessment of The Severals corner had also been requested as there
were a high number of accidents and a further one had taken place on 22 December
2025.

5.8. Nyewood Speed Indicator Device (SID)
The Council needs to apply for a licence to install the pole, TW had contacted WSCC
enquiry who had redirected enquiries back to Mike Dare. The final position for the
new pole needs to be agreed and can then be resent to Mike Dare for processing.
Quotes will be needed for the post and TW will progress these.
It was noted it had been agreed the SID position at the southern end of Nyewood
could be both ways. AP and PC arranged to meet and check that the existing bracket
could be used in both directions.

5.9. Broken South Harting sign on Petersfield Road
This appears to have been damaged when WSCC cut the verges. AP managed to twist
the sign back round, but it still needs further repairs. TW has reported to WSCC.

Hedges

There aren’t too many issues at the present time.

There has been an issue with the hedges alongside the pavement at Lower Culvers. TW did
report this to WSCC but there has been no response. The issue will be reported to Ashleigh
Miller at Hyde as well.

Action

TW to contact Ashleigh Miller



7. Footpaths

The footpath spreadsheet (see Appendix A) was considered, and the following points were noted:
e [|tem1-completed
e [tem 2 —now okay
e [|tem 3 —completed
e Item 4 —to be edited to read the closure will be for 1.5 years up to January 2027
e Item 5 - Village path — now reported to Nicholas Scott, WSCC and awaiting response
e |tem 6 - this had now been resolved as new signage has been installed
e Item 7 — Awaiting new signage
e Item 8 — confirmation received this will be dealt with in the next round of

maintenance

e [tem 9 — Now okay
e [tem 10 - completed

It was noted that FP850 which is part of the Sussex Border Path has several trees

fallen across the path. VMD will contact Buriton Estates and ask if they can clear

them away.

It was agreed that AS would include a request in the February Parish Council

article, to ask people to notify VMD of any issues with footpaths.

Action

VMD to contact Buriton Estates

AS to include footpath information in Parish News article

8. Flooding/drainage/gulleys/grips

8.1. Operation Watershed works and recent heavy rains
The recent heavy rain had been a good test for the new system installed in the
Petersfield Road and it seemed to cope okay despite a large run off from the
fields. There were no houses flooded and water was successfully diverted into
the new drains. Lesley James placed a double height of sandbags by the
telephone exchange to ensure the water did not travel further.

8.2. Operation Watershed — Hurst
AS has recently been clearing back verges on the road at Hurst and has met
with WSCC to discuss gulley clearance. There is one very badly blocked
gulley there.
On 18 December the road was closed for 5-6 hours as it was completely
flooded, there was also a car abandoned in the flood. This stretch of road
has been logged as a potential Operation Watershed phase 2, however there
is a problem with finding somewhere to dispose of the spoil.

8.3. North Lane
This is still a big problem, especially on the stretch from Coombe. The works are on the WSCC
‘to do’ list along with the blocked drain opposite the village shop. It is not known when these
works will be carried out.
There is also an ongoing dispute with WSCC regarding a drain which is blocked about half way
down North Lane, WSCC say this is the landowners responsibility.
The ‘drain gang’ have done a really good job and have made a difference.

8.4. North Lane & East Harting/Turkey Island
The works are expected to take place between 23 February to 2 March 2026.




9. Items for next meeting: To be agreed.
10. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 5 May 2026 at 6pm via Teams.

The meeting closed at 6.58pm.
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